




 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:     June 12, 2013

 

     TO:     GEORGE MACDOUGALL, CONTRACTS 

 PROJECT RESIDENTS, MAINE DOT 

 

FROM:      GUY WHITTINGTON, CONTRACTS 

 

SUBJECT:  SALES TAX EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR MAINE DOT 
PROJECTS 

 

 

The General Contractor is responsible for all taxes, charges, fees and allowances  
necessary to execute the contract and the cost associated with the taxes, charges  and fees 
and allowances are incidental to the contract.  
 
Most of items that are permanently incorporated into a Maine DOT project are exempt 
from Maine sales tax. The f ollowing list is an example of material that would be exempt 
from Maine sales tax: 
 

 Earthwork related purchases; gravel, stone, aggregate 
 Concrete and Pavement Mix 
 Steel Products; beams, railing and reinforcing 
 Precast Concrete Products; catch basins, manholes, wall segments and pipes 
 Pipes Products;  underdrains,  storm drains and misc. drainage pipes 
 Permanent signs; foundations, post and signs 
 Permanent Erosion Control Measures; Mulching, seeding and misc planting.  

 
 Whether material is or is not permanently incorporated into a  Maine DOT project is the guideline 
used to determined if something is not exempt from Maine State Sales Tax.  The 
following list has examples of material that would not be exempt from Maine Sales Tax; 
 



 Tools; hand tools, survey equipment, air tools etc.  
 Equipment Cost; Any equipment purchased to perform the work 
 Equipment Maintenance Cost; Tires, grease, filters and other maintenance 

products 
 Cost of Temporary Structures; Concrete forms, scaffolding and walkways 
 Traffic Control Items; signs, cones and barrels 
 Onsite facilities; temporary office’s, phones, faxes, tables, chairs etc.  

 
 

In order for a contractor not to be assessed Maine state sales tax, the contractor must fill 
out the attached form and give it to the vendor and the vendor must keep this form on file 
to document that the transaction was exempt from Maine State Sales tax.  
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The Maine Department of Transportation is exempt from taxes as a Department of State 
Government.  The tax-exempt number recorded in the name of the Treasurer, State of Maine is 
01-6000001. 
 
If you need additional information, please contact the Office of the State Treasurer, 39 State 
House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333 or by telephone at (207) 624-7477. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




