
August 5, 2024 
Subject:  Road Weather Information System 
State WIN: 024185.00 
Location: Statewide 
Amendment No. 3  

Dear Sir/Ms.: 

Please make the following changes to the Bid Documents: 

In the Bid Book: 

Remove pages sixteen to nineteen titled Proposal Schedule of Items dated June 18, 2024, totaling four 
pages, and Replace with the attached Proposal Schedule of Items dated August 2, 2024, totaling four 
pages. 

The following questions have been received: 

Question:   Under the specification 654.027 Mini DMS System Display #7 mentions a font style in 18" 
and 12" characters.  Will either of these signs be on a 55mph road.  If not and you are primarily using 
graphical messages could this be changed to something like 8 or 10" minimum.  Requiring 18" 
characters would require the sign to be larger than we believe the DOT may be looking for 

Response:  Both of the project’s mini DMS signs are proposed on roadways with a speed limit over 45 
mph. Per the MUTCD, changeable message signs shall accommodate 18-inch character fonts. The 
Special Provision 645.1552, Section 645.027 requires a full matrix display that accommodates full color 
MUTCD graphics and shall be capable of displaying a normal font style in 18 inch and 12 inch alpha-
numeric characters. The Special Provision also notes (Section 645.025) that if any of the hardware-
specific requirements listed can be accomplished differently, the Contractor shall provide a list of the 
requirements that cannot be met along with a justification for how the Contractor’s proposed solution 
may be considered functionally equivalent. It is expected that a review of functionally equivalent 
technology will take place during the submittal process with decisions being made at MaineDOT’s sole 
discretion.  

Question:   Why is there still flashing beacon items on the AASHTO bidding software if they were 
removed from the project? 

Response:  Please see the updated Proposal Schedule of Items that has removed the 643.611 Flashing 
Beacon items from the project.  



Question:   Do the RWIS poles have any deflection limitation? 

Response:  The RWIS system support structures are required to provide the stability for the RWIS 
sensors required by the sensor’s manufacturer(s) in order to meet the performance requirements 
described in Special Provision 654.53 for Road Weather Information Station (RWIS) System 
Equipment. As noted in this Special Provision under Section 654.029, the steel support structure shall be 
designed in accordance with Standard Specification 643.023 which requires design in accordance with 
the current edition of the AASHTO “LRFD Specifications for Structural Supports for Highway Signs, 
Luminaires, and Traffic Signals”. The LRFD Specifications do include deflection requirements in 
Section 10.4.  

Consider these changes and information prior to submitting your bid on August 7, 2024. 

Sincerely, 

George M. A. Macdougall P.E. 
Contracts & Specifications Engineer 

For
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