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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Chapter 81:
UNIFORM SCHOOL BUS STANDARDS FOR PUPIL TRANSPORTATION IN MAINE

Note: Only includes section related to school bus purchase approval


SECTION 081.1 REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL BUS PURCHASE APPROVAL


A.
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS



Local school administrative units must obtain approval from the Department of Education for the purchase of school buses.  The Commissioner has the authority to provide exceptions to the prior approval procedure in unusual or emergency circumstances.



(1)
Requests for school bus purchases shall be submitted on Form EF-T-17 to the Department between November 1 and November 25 of the year preceding the local budget meeting in which local authorization is to be requested.



(2)
Approval or denial will be provided to local school administrative units on Form EF-T-17 by December 30th.

SCHOOL BUS PURCHASE APPROVAL POLICY



It is the intent of this policy to achieve the most equitable distribution of the limited number of dollars so as to maintain a modern, safe fleet of school buses, and at the same time, meet the special and emergency needs for new buses.



(1)
PRIORITY - New and Additional Buses




a.
Buses equipped to transport the handicapped.




b.
Buses to replace contracted services (emergency).




c.
Buses needed to accommodate increased enrollment.




d.
Buses to replace contracted services (planned).




e.
Buses for non-critical special purposes.



(2)
PRIORITY - Fleet Replacement




a.
Replacement of units damaged beyond economic repair due to accidents, fire, vandalism or other losses.




b.
Replacement plan based on age as primary consideration, tempered by both high and low mileage.  Exceptions to be granted in extraordinary circumstances.



(3)
CRITERIA - Fleet Replacement




a.
Van conversions and vans will be expected to have at least a seven (7) year useful life and accumulate 100,000 miles.




b.
Conventional school buses will be expected to have a ten (10) year useful life and accumulate 125,000 miles.  The use of diesel engines is encouraged where economically feasible.




c.
Transit type school buses will be expected to have a fifteen (15) year useful life and accumulate 300,000 miles. Only diesel engine equipped buses will be approved and the following conditions must be met:





i.
Unit must have own maintenance program.





ii.
Unit must have available diesel mechanics.





iii.
Unit must be capable of stocking parts.





iv.
Unit must have route justification (feeder system or dense population).


C.
The Commissioner may determine the maximum purchase price of school buses for subsidy purposes.  Competitive bidding must be accomplished for all school bus purchases.  The lowest acceptable bid that meets bid specification for product and warranty service shall be used to determine school bus subsidy.  Bids within one and one-half (1.5) percent of each other shall be considered equal.  Should the local school administrative unit select other than the lowest acceptable bid and the purchase amount is greater than one and one-half (1.5)
percent of the lowest acceptable bid, the amount of the lowest acceptable bid shall be used for subsidy purposes.


D.
The Commissioner shall encourage all local school administrative units to purchase school buses from current funds, but will approve purchases from proceeds of school bus notes when local school administrative units demonstrate that payments from current funds will cause undue hardship.  School bus notes may not exceed a term of three (3) years except as provided in Title 20-A, MRSA, section 15-C.


E.
The purchaser must provide the Department with proof of delivery and payment on Form EF-T-20 before reimbursement is authorized.


F.
Vehicles purchased must conform to Maine Uniform School Bus Specifications.  Bid specifications may not be written so as to exclude any manufacturer of school bus bodies or chassis.  Local school administrative units wishing to purchase school buses that exceed requirements listed in the School Bus Purchase Specifications section of the Uniform School Bus Standards must furnish justification when obtaining purchase approval.


G.
Local school administrative units contracting for transportation services or leasing of school buses must resent the contract proposal to the Department for approval prior to the effective date of the contract along with a statement of compliance with the provision of Title 20-A, MRSA, section 5402.
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