Building Comprehension: Close Reading of a Standard
College and Career Ready Anchor:  Writing, #1  
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
Grade Level Standard:  Grade 3  
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons.
b. Provide reasons that support the opinion.
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section.



What it means to you:
An activity you would do to teach this standard:
Understanding Relationships
Grade Span:  Read this standard as it develops from Kindergarten through grade 12.  Describe how this grade level standard supports achievement of the anchor standard.  http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/documents/ELA_Break-Down/ccss-writing_811.pdf  

Grade Level: Review the grade level standards.  Describe how this standard relates to other specific standards in this grade.   How does it support another strand or connect to standards in other strands?   If you do not see a connection, explain why it stands alone. http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/documents/Common_Core_Standards-ELA_Writing_K-5.pdf   

Supporting Information: Review information in the appendices which help to build understanding of this standard.  What critical information must you consider as you prepare to teach this standard?
Complexity: http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/documents/Common_Core_Standards-ELA_Appendix-A-Text_Complexity.pdf  
Appendix C:
http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/commoncore/documents/Common_Core_Standards-ELA_Appendix-C.pdf 
Content Literacy: http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/documents/ccss-writing_chart.pdf

Rigor:  What level of cognitive demand (depth of knowledge) should be the instructional and assessment target for this standard?  Explain.
DOK:  http://www.maine.gov/education/lres/ela/documents/dok_levels_ela_math-webb.pdf
Cognitive Demand webinar: http://stateofmaine.na4.acrobat.com/p90422019/ 

 Identify other relevant information to consider when implementing instruction of this standard.
Framework for Success in Postsecondary Writing:  http://wpacouncil.org/files/framework-for-success-postsecondary-writing.pdf  
SBAC Claims, targets, and rubrics:
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/ELA-Literacy-Content-Specifications.pdf 
How does this inform your understanding of the standard?  

Reflection:  
What strengths and gaps have you identified
	in your own professional knowledge

in your curriculum
in materials and resources?


