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Text Complexity Analysis of Letters From an American Farmer by J. Hector St. John Crevecoeur

Text Type: Informational – Article

Long considered a central essay to American literature and history, studying Crevecoeur’s Letters provides students opportunities for understanding of American perspectives of national identity and immigration at one point in time.  Paired with other texts from other times encourages reflection and discussion on these topics.  This text is placed in the grades 9-10 band based on quantitative, qualitative, and reader and task considerations.

Recommended Complexity Band Level
Letters…was written prior to the Revolutionary War and published in 1782.  The author idealizes life and work in America from his farm in Pennsylvania through a series of essays.  This analysis focuses on the “What is an American?” section of the Letters.


Text Description



Text Structure: 
Slightly Complex - The structure and organization is generally straightforward and reads like a travel brochure to encourage immigration to America. “Here he beholds fair cities, substantial villages, and expansive fields, an immense country filled with decent houses, good roads, orchards, meadows, and bridges, where an hundred years ago all was wild, woody and uncultivated!” 

Language Features: 
Moderately Complex- Somewhat complex language that is sometimes unfamiliar and/or archaic.  “Unfettered”, “all clad in neat homespun”. “The meanest of our cabins…” requires some nuance/inferencing.

Meaning/Purpose: 
Slightly complex- Explicitly stated; clear, concrete with a narrow focus.” It is not composed, as in Europe, of great lords who possess every thing and of a herd of people who have nothing. Here are no aristocratical families, no courts, no kings, no bishops…”

Knowledge Demands:  
Moderately Complex – Some knowledge of early immigration as America was being settled is required to fully comprehend the Letters.  …”he must necessarily feel a share of national pride, when he views the chain of settlements which embellishes these extended shores. When he says to himself, this is the work of my countrymen, who, when convulsed by factions, afflicted by a variety of miseries and wants, restless and impatient, took refuge here.”


Qualitative Measures
Quantitative Measure
Quantitative Measure of the Text:
1070L

Range:
1045L-1155L

Associated Band Level:
7-8








Possible Major Instructional Areas of Focus (include 3-4 CCS Standards) for this Text:

	RI.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.


	Focus on how details that support the main idea of the text.
	Text-based question—cite specific examples that support the idea of encouraging immigration to America.


	RI.9-10.9. Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts.
	Focus on the theme and concept of promoting the establishment of new settlements in America and pride in building a national identity; address how the text develops these ideas.
	Text-based question—Which details from the text define an American in the late 18th century?  How does the author define unity?



Below are factors to consider with respect to the reader and task:

Potential Challenges this Text Poses:
Students may benefit from discussions of the dangers (not addressed in this text) and rewards of settling in a new, largely undeveloped land and the details of such a journey in historical context.

Differentiation/Supports for Students:
Additional background knowledge of reasons people were eager to be Americans would help all readers.  Reading travel articles and brochures and discussing their purposes and means of developing the main idea could scaffold students into this historical text.

For learning extension, consider having students conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation (W.11-12.7).  Students could do a service learning project about communities and identity.
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