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Introduction: 
This unit focuses on Wabanaki citizens, their languages, and the importance of language 
sharers. Culture, the products, practices, and achievements of a particular nation, people, 
or social group, is intricately woven throughout the world’s languages. Using a target 
language to explore one’s own culture and the cultures that the target language 
embodies is an experience that creates learners who are aware of and engage with a 
variety of different perspectives in local and global society, and who are, ultimately, 
responsible and involved citizens of what is now called Maine and the world.  
 
Guiding Questions: 
 

1.​ Who are the Wabanaki? 
2.​ Why don’t all Wabanaki citizens speak their traditional languages? 
3.​ How many Wabanaki languages are there? 

 
4.​ How can learning about the Wabanaki languages help you grow and become an 

ally? 
5.​ If the Wabanaki were the first people living here, in what we now call Maine, why 

don’t we all speak a Wabanaki language? 

 
Background: 
 
Place-based education in what is now called Maine means we must teach about the 
Wabanaki Nations.  Learning about the Wabanaki ensures: 

●​ that no one can live in this space, we now call Maine, without knowing they 
live in the Dawnland 

●​ we know our history and we cannot do that without acknowledging the: 
Mi'kmaq, Panawahpskek (Penobscot), Wolastoqiyik (Maliseet), 
Peskotomuhkat (Passamaquoddy), and Abenaki Nations  

●​ students learn about the imposed political boundaries that shape what we 
now call Maine  

●​ schools teach about the continuous presence, governance, stewardship, 
adaptability, endurance, and resistance of the Wabanaki.  

 

 



Introduction: 
Share the following resources before engaging with lessons in the chart below: 
Wabanaki Languages (Grade K-3) 
Wabanaki Greetings 
kìsohs (the sun) Wabanaki Languages 
MOOSE Module: What Do You Know About Wabanaki Nations and Their Languages? 
Wabanaki Online Dictionaries 
 
Lessons:​
 
 

Lessons & Resources  Description 

Language Resources Guide  

Animal Names (Grades K-5) Students will learn how to 
say animal names in the Peskotomuhkati 
language. They will have the opportunity 
to learn, draw and label animals that live in 
this space we now call Maine in English 
and Peskotomuhkati.  

 

Thanks to the Animals 
 
Aquatic Animals Matching Game 

(Grades 2-5) This lesson encourages 
students to think about their own 
responsibility in community and their 
connection to our Earth. The read aloud 
book, Thanks to the Animals is written by 
Allen Sockabasin, from the 
Peskotomuhkati (Passamaquoddy) Tribe. 
The lesson also teaches students how to 
say ‘thank you’ in the Wabanaki languages.  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1t52vllVGPfrI6v1-mZoBcCs4YQItkblIAAo4PFK2KTs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1souKBI4BJkYjCkRQwvLz1iVMvyaEoDjrdFWsyhsjw8g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1LIjqP-eCZjsf2HDhip6flzzO1TP794G3xzz3rg4KQ10/edit?usp=sharing
https://learnwithmoose.maine.gov/module/7223/wabanaki-nations-and-their-languages/overview
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1X7KiJ-FelMBj0tma7NPmQKxdto840SCoj2Q-zZp_B-I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O7RCfBLsRyKA64KE5cnG5iX_I-2cuywXu4l8WrtsxcQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VLBhhljdYTe48Yo16hVlpcOFe6ll3S6DSavZVW7DPrk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_tdcU5BE9bMuhILdlrGntP3qHq9WrLul3c1pD3TQ7I0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10DcqGo7Xn6ji9-P_b7KeNee8IO5X8Soj6Z2QRXkQlM4/edit?usp=sharing


Language Sharers (Grades 6-8) This lesson was created by 
educators and Wabanaki advisors.  It 
focuses on how Wabanaki Nations across 
what we now call Maine and Canada had 
their languages stolen when colonizers 
settled here.  The teacher and students 
will talk about how this happened to 
Panawahpskek (Penobscot) citizens up 
until 1984.  The public school on Álenape 
Ménehan (Indian Island) was led by 
Catholic nuns who did not allow students 
to speak any of their traditional language. 
It will also focus on Dwayne Tomah, a 
Peskotomuhkati citizen and language 
sharer.  

Three Sisters & Language 

Slideshow: Three Sisters in Wabanaki 
Languages 

(Grades 3-8)This lesson focuses on 
teaching the agricultural method of 
planting corn, beans, and squash together, 
while integrating Wabanaki language 
terms for each crop. 

 

Wabanaki Place Names (Grades 4–8) In this lesson, students will 
understand the land we now call Maine 
used to be all Wabanaki lands.  Students 
will understand that many of the places in 
what we now call Maine still have Wabanaki 
names and how those names were 
created to describe the physical space 
they represent.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wQ36ljz94Ls3OJdYVc8DbgDXxDnnzcmNny0HFuUk5zE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q_mkeYnzX6COtZtDL-rZib48tgfUD1sR5RWZRpD07KU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JLil7wNX1ha47HtRthBx4h1ga_GVhoNdWGnN7DGz5Ag/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JLil7wNX1ha47HtRthBx4h1ga_GVhoNdWGnN7DGz5Ag/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bluA4Q3_XqPGgoXGLSJwWHeSI7-0-6RofugGtt9kdFM/edit?usp=sharing


 

Language Revitalization & Technology (Grades 6–12) In this lesson, students will 
explore how Wabanaki communities are 
using apps, recordings and digital tools to 
preserve and teach their languages.  
Students will listen to audio clips of 
Wabanaki speakers and learn more about 
the importance of Wabanaki  language 
keepers. 

 

Wabanaki Languages Advocacy Lesson (Grades 9-12) In this lesson, students will 
engage with various resources to expand 
their learning about Wabanaki languages 
and the different ways to engage in 
advocacy. Students will brainstorm and 
discuss learning and advocacy strategies 
with classmates before picking one 
advocacy action project to complete to 
work on preserving Wabanaki languages.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qJHxJysnJkHSimb3s1N2eEaKVPkhuXlHxQjkfpuQ8CI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qgh3Ck0hKpfES2kesS2tlCe73saXi8I_H1XRC4ylgfk/edit?usp=sharing

