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Background for Educator:  
Wabanaki Studies Framework 
DOE Wabanaki Studies Website 

●​ There is Grades 3-5 MOOSE module called the Wabanaki and the Environment. 
The science and social studies lessons below do not require pre-teaching of the 
module, but it is available for you to use in its entirety or to pull out specific lessons 
and teach parts of it 

 
Introduction 
The Panawahpskek (Penobscot) Nation, Peskotomuhkati (Passamaquoddy) Tribe, 
Mi’kmaq Nation,  Wolastoqiyik Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians, and Abenaki  
(collectively known as the Wabanaki Nations) have lived for thousands of years in the 
land we now call Maine. They are known collectively as the Wabanaki, or "People of the 
Dawnland." How can we learn from the past to help us understand our roles today, 
respect the rights of others, and maintain a community that works together for the good 
of all? 
 
Standards: 
Social Studies Standards for Grade 4 
Science Standards for Grade 4 
 
Social Studies Guiding Questions: 

●​ Where are Wabanaki communities in the land that is now called Maine? 
●​ How far back do Wabanaki show evidence of living in what is now called Maine? 
●​ What happened during colonization and what happened post-colonization? 
●​ How has discrimination impacted Wabanaki through the years in what is now called 

Maine? 
●​ How have the Wabanaki resisted and shown resilience? 
●​ What are the economic impacts of restrictions on Wabanaki Nations in what is now 

called Maine?                                                       
●​ How are Wabanaki governments organized? 
●​ What does sovereignty mean, and why is this important to Wabanaki? 
●​ What does the leadership look like at the local and state levels for Wabanaki? 

 
Science Guiding Questions: 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jj4gYwfHqmr5dKETrpREOWb8WR6IVWCss0mqPRutFXY/edit?usp=drive_link
https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/wabanakistudies
https://learnwithmoose.maine.gov/module/7193/how-can-i-use-my-voice-give-power-others/overview
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yyj4nk9ie_SsjQcuGppI-C7Zb1cCgHoyDN8A30_8QpA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16n-BPjIZkhhLR0oFP73FvhuFbYW_XG7OEY_rQDhnCy4/edit


●​ How have the Wabanaki designed products over time to adapt to the materials 
available? 

●​ How have tools stood the test of time? 
●​ What are modern innovations of the Wabanaki? 
●​ How does studying fossils help us learn about the past?   
●​ What does fossil evidence tell us about how long Wabanaki have been here? 
●​ How do shell mounds contain Wabanaki history? 
●​ How are Wabanaki helping us deal with the environmental issues of today? 
●​ How does a traditional game such as Snow Snakes demonstrate force and 

motion? 

Please note: The intro lesson for grade 4 is based on assumed previous Wabanaki Studies  
knowledge from other grade levels. If your district is in the beginning stages of 
incorporating Wabanaki studies,  return to earlier lessons in Grade 3 Educator Guide.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kdSlF8c0nqCFr-Z0o6SEHemRseP-PaZj_1qtVIXXK_U/edit?usp=drive_link


Curriculum Lessons: 
 

 
 
 

 

Social Studies 

Introduction - Lesson 1: Activating Prior Knowledge & Fact / Opinion 

Lesson 2: Primary vs Secondary Sources & Reliability of Information 

Lesson 3: Timeline 

Lesson 4: Mapping & Place Names 

Lesson 5: Treaties & Sovereignty 

Lesson 6: Economic Systems 

 

Science 

Lesson 1: Uncovering Time 

Lesson 2: Emerald Ash Borer 

Lesson 3: Fishing Weirs 

Lesson 4: Snow Snakes 

Lesson 5: Exploring Aquatic Animals of Wabanaki 

 

Numeracy: Wabanaki Studies Numeracy Guide 

Mapping Animals Around Me 

Timeline 

Wabanaki Medicines & Moons 

Garden Geometry Lab 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AhZEpjxdy7YBxarw6wIQ6HugtOBhd_N1ITnlsOcdR3M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SjqxbH60JcfvKDMhEiyA_kw59sHbYPpo_LHAEmPVub0/edit#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fkv2sxXpWDbmN0fKMGaXExZRkqmTKtxwntiIFBAvhhs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TucEeynVp-Fna_iW9ISTbg3n8FWnV37ib8bdEB5FPBk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SHTyeDgAdKkFuNC4jVErCpKJZuoe-BVzia_PK7V9oDI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mFyq54-XNbGlQC7Aa2MTXUiJOZLJ6T35RJl1Uhj9ry8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S1BsJytonsLaGKd2bHsjPmMnMW_DW5sqPMQKU81scXQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.hhfygdhbximn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JpNCn9p9APDWr7ZIT-fyNOJbPXlcXIFgTgiBt5xlG_0/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LQXdtuJnBgK5YAo9HFXni9UvtQTPdmvjojlhASvTlFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DJzdIOPzOZ9CYWJSB4C9mD3hUJcmiYTHPl1ljMD6oJQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/157mCgXhK7p1Rog_bQknhf4Vmn0HASSVWjCQseASGH9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uxjgb4p1nAbMDMYs9tGpaEk82G_x0qu6gQnmWe2xMfA/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.jw38uhq4iqb5
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1G_NyI1nvto2NOMUAeO92SvfDcwOnf3LrFXR2MRlI3HM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fkv2sxXpWDbmN0fKMGaXExZRkqmTKtxwntiIFBAvhhs/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eXZTkC6t36n4XgliJycVLdI971ha_LoPmAja4YHAt_Y/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.e9j70swryv55
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T2aNDyoGIOJvq4YWeLpE2C6PYcnKYGnbJlchFmnfXPY/edit?tab=t.0


 

 

Literacy: Wabanaki Studies Literacy Guide 

Indigenous Books Resources:  
Indigenous Books 

Elementary Wabanaki Book List 
Wabanaki Children's Book Authors 

The Three Sisters 
Cultural Practices Three Sisters 

Three Sisters Planting 

Thanks to the Animals 

 

STEAM: Wabanaki Studies STEAM Guide 

Shell Mound Educator Guide 

Exploring Nature and Culture 

 

Wabanaki Language: PK-8 Wabanaki Language Educator Guide 

Thanks to the Animals 

Three Sisters Wabanaki Language  

Wabanaki Place Names 

Wabanaki Medicine and Moons 

Exploring the Four Sacred Plants 

 

Art: PK-8 Visual Art Educator Guide 

Wabanaki Artist Working Today 

Shaping Stories 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XXUMqCNzq8U7ck6im2N0TKQzuwC0JeOpaLFEjNednL4/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.2z4gz7qvupnu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qYPE5XQXw6rSp49abolLw62Vl1cZ-bFSiRxwKVDLUMI/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lj9lxFhKjoXqhSjGABHygTIc1hhltYRfF-Zr-dQPka4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jGgIQdW0bbAd86jfSO73EBz17ptBTroR-dVYVPYZL78/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q_mkeYnzX6COtZtDL-rZib48tgfUD1sR5RWZRpD07KU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DrxEoyb86XmusPh8lIkIJv89OPdlz0dAlxFQfJOY0kc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A56kPs6XMvUumOY6K8P1vQh4oAuos3TnMLUKsO6sQGU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_tdcU5BE9bMuhILdlrGntP3qHq9WrLul3c1pD3TQ7I0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m_3W2TReNFiAd9s3yJCSsUexw-DAo1W9_rReTMYXubY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.l36e9sib05xb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fdvaac4tCzjzmwkJyM52Dj59DSVW-Snme8vHYsjzsm8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13pVsP60QwQVJt9TfC9jIpwhgT3OMgn6cuv67WDpYYC0/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d-8lyVbN69cFyf5l24i9cISCIPLPTx20uHajh0EAbJY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_tdcU5BE9bMuhILdlrGntP3qHq9WrLul3c1pD3TQ7I0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q_mkeYnzX6COtZtDL-rZib48tgfUD1sR5RWZRpD07KU/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bluA4Q3_XqPGgoXGLSJwWHeSI7-0-6RofugGtt9kdFM/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1F6knKKzX-wOS0sEW0iu4Lm42ACKh7ZsOj4xJyf9aJvU/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1etZ6nTnIWzOpDeJmXB5RpW1Lw5y1VTB8WlTLej-3U0g/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jsz0WN9fQBGhQ3R2FqfvXO5kHt2QhkFJzs8R7S3AxHE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h67AlZn8jQQexRL8VYM4ADmbTc1iPivpIfx2oAYcnGk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hOsoq5iHwoELPXTnAjex3JhjuJZ3VmR0y1y-F_kdTQ4/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.93x0qgpso7ic


 
 

 

Additional Resources:  

Wabanaki Studies Curriculum Materials 

Additional Language Resources 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wviYMYs0GqqOfG4NnToJ40gCHw29PxYKN2ydJKmnA4s/edit?slide=id.g1ff447a54cb_0_27#slide=id.g1ff447a54cb_0_27
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O7RCfBLsRyKA64KE5cnG5iX_I-2cuywXu4l8WrtsxcQ/edit?tab=t.0

	Please note: The intro lesson for grade 4 is based on assumed previous Wabanaki Studies  knowledge from other grade levels. If your district is in the beginning stages of incorporating Wabanaki studies,  return to earlier lessons in Grade 3 Educator Guide.   
	 

