
Unanticipated Closure 
Updates 





Waivers
1. USDA has waived the requirement for CACFP At Risk Afterschool Programs to 

provide educational or enrichment activities.

2. USDA has waived the meal service time requirements for CACFP. 

3. USDA has waived the requirement to serve meals/snacks through CACFP in a 

congregate setting. 

Please read your emails, updates are being made daily! 



Open Child Care Centers & Providers CANNOT get Summer Food Service 
Program Meals (SFSP) for children that are enrolled in CACFP and attending 
childcare! 

The two programs must

serve two distinctly different groups of children! 



Child/Adult Care Centers & Providers may only offer non-congregate 
meals if their business is closed. 

If you are considering this option please email Cindy Chase at 
cindy.chase@maine.gov

mailto:cindy.chase@maine.gov


If your institution plans on utilizing this flexibility, please email Paula Nadeau at paula.nadeau@maine.gov

mailto:paula.nadeau@maine.gov


Meal Pattern
Unavailability of food items is a reality!

If you are not able to meet the meal pattern due to 
food shortages:

• Feed the children/adults in your program

• Meet the meal pattern to the best of your ability

• Document, document, document!

• Reach out to the Child Nutrition office

Contact Sarah Platt at sarah.d.platt@maine.gov to report these food shortages in your area.

mailto:sarah.d.platt@maine.gov


CACFP At Risk 
Afterschool Programs 

A. Can continue to operate as a CACFP At Risk 
Afterschool Program

OR

B. Transition to a SFSP site during the unanticipated 
school/childcare closures.

**Only Non-Profit sites are eligible to run the SFSP. If your area is already being served by an existing SFSP 
site then you may not qualify- please contact Kaitlin Fayle at Kaitlin.fayle@maine.gov

mailto:Kaitlin.fayle@maine.gov


FAQs

The Frequently Asked Questions sheet is available on the CACFP Webpage:

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/cacfplanding

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/cacfplanding


Q- Our institution is currently closed, and I anticipate we will be 
closed until late April. Should I still have menu’s, blank sign-in 
sheets and meal count sheets available for this time period? 

A- No, you are not required to keep CACFP documentation 
for the period of time that you are not operating CACFP 
due to the unanticipated closures. Just document the 
period of time that you are closed. 



Q- Our Childcare Center is  open, but we have a lot of children 
not attending. We have had some requests for meals from 
parents that are staying home.

A- At this time, the option to provide non-congregate 
feeding is only available to child/adult care centers and 
daycare homes that are closed/no longer offering 
child/adult care services due to COVID-19. At these 
closed centers, you may only provide non-congregate 
meals to the participants who are enrolled in CACFP at 
that closed site.



Q- If food shortages are an issue for our home providers ability 
to meet the meal pattern requirements, which has been brought to 
our attention by a couple of providers, we had originally told them 
to document the shortage including any substitutions offered, how 
they had tried to obtain the foods to meet the meal patterns, the 
date, and meals affected. Are you now asking for any of our 
providers who have or are experiencing food shortage issues to 
contact Sarah Platt individually or for the sponsor to do so?

A- Follow the guidance regarding documenting inability to 
meet meal pattern requirements. In addition, we’re asking 
folks to report food shortages to us so that we are aware of 
what’s going on in the state. Sponsors should email Sarah 
Platt to report food shortages at sarah.d.platt@maine.gov

mailto:sarah.d.platt@maine.gov


Q- Has there been any guidance regarding monitoring?

A- Document why the monitoring visits are not being conducted 
and include a tentative schedule for conducting those visits. 
We understand that this may change based upon the 
situation changing from day-to-day. Not meeting the required 
schedule for monitoring will not be a finding as long as clear 
documentation is kept. Use your judgement based upon 
guidance from the Federal CDC and the State CDC, and do 
not send monitors into the field until it is safe to do so. 



Q- Is there a waiver that allows CACFP to not only feed our 
registered children, but also their families? Can CACFP 
program extend to non-enrolled adults?

A- At this time there is no flexibility for child care centers to feed 
non-enrolled children or adults. We’ll keep everyone updated if 
we receive any new guidance on this issue from USDA.



Q- Our CACFP Head Start Centers, even if they are not in session, 
can claim meals if we provide the meals? 

A- Yes, that’s correct. If your Head Start Center is closed and no
longer offering childcare services, you can offer non-congregate 
meals/snacks to your CACFP enrolled participants. Your 
participants should take those meals/snacks off-site to 
consume.



Q- Will there be any CACFP Administrative Reviews?

A- All CACFP Administrative Reviews between now and 
June 30, 2020 have been postponed




