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Questions to be clarified:Questions to be clarified:

1.How do we determine if a student's truancy should be 
reported to OCFS?

2.What happens when a report is made to OCFS, and what is
the process of determining if an investigation will occur?

3.What happens after we make a report, and what are the 
next steps for supporting students and their families?

Acronyms for today:Acronyms for today:

• DHHS= Department of Health and 
Human Services
o OCFS= Office of Child and Family Services
o CPS= Child Protective Services

• DOE= Department of Education
• O3S= Office of School and Student 

Supports

1

2

3



5/15/2023

2

For more truancy information:For more truancy information:

MSSC Training | Department of Education 
(maine.gov)

MSSC Truancy Forum:MSSC Truancy Forum:

• Overview of Truancy in law - 6:32 - 18:07

• School Admin. perspective - 18:22-38:26

• Law enforcement's response 
to truancy - 38:34 - 48:58

• DHHS response to truancy - 50:00-1:08:55

• Court's perspective - 1:09 - 1:23:02

• “Count ME In” Exc. Dir. advice - 1:23:45- 1:38:12

Truancy DefinedTruancy Defined

B. Has completed grade 6 and has the equivalent of 10 full days of unexcused
absences or 7 consecutive school days of unexcused absences during a school
year; [PL 2019, c. 235, §6 (AMD).]

In other words:
Student is 7th grade through high school
Student has accrued ten unexcused absences 

throughout the school year
Student has accrued 7 consecutive unexcused 

absences
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Truancy DefinedTruancy Defined

C. Is at least 6 years of age and has not completed grade 6 and has the equivalent
of 7 full days of unexcused absences or 5 consecutive school days of unexcused
absences during a school year; or [PL 2019, c. 508, §9 (AMD).]

school year;

In other words:
Student is from 6 years old and most likely in 

Kindergarten or 1st through the end of 6th grade;
Student has accrued SEVEN unexcused 

absences throughout the school year; or
Student has accrued FIVE consecutive 

unexcused absences.

Truancy DefinedTruancy Defined

D. Is enrolled in a public day school, is at least 5 years of age and has not
completed grade 6 and has the equivalent of 7 full days of unexcused absences or
5 consecutive school days of unexcused absences during a school year. [PL 2019,
c. 235, §8 (NEW).]
[PL 2019, c. 235, §§6, 8 (AMD); PL 2019, c. 508, §9 (AMD).]

In other words:
 5-year-olds enrolled in public day school added to truancy count in 

2019
 Truancy count begins at child’s 5th birthday

- example: a 4-year-old, enrolled in a public pre-K program, has already accrued more than 7 
days unexcused since the start of the school year. They turn 5 in the spring of that school 
year, and another 7 full days or 5 consecutive unexcused absences must accrue since their 
5th birthday before Truancy is applied.

Truancy Process Reminder:Truancy Process Reminder:

1. Principal notifies Supt. within 5 days of student's 
last absence

2. Referral to S.A.T., intervention team, etc.
3. Team meets to discuss student's absences and 

creates intervention plan, if applicable
4. Intervention Plan is followed
5. IF plan is unsuccessful, parent notice occurs

SB0

7

8

9



5/15/2023

4

Determining Reporting Truancy 
to DHHS

Determining Reporting Truancy 
to DHHS

Truancy in Statute:
• Education: MRSA 20-A §5051-A Truancy

• C. If the intervention plan developed pursuant to paragraph A-2 is 
unable to correct the truancy of the child, the superintendent shall 
serve or cause to be served upon the parent in hand or by registered 
mail a written notice that attendance of the child at school is 
required by law. The notice must:

(4) State that the superintendent may notify the local law 
enforcement department of a violation of section 5053-A and the 
Department of Health and Human Services of a violation under 
subsection 1, paragraph C; and 

(4) State that the superintendent may notify the local law 
enforcement department of a violation of section 5053-A and the 
Department of Health and Human Services of a violation under 
subsection 1, paragraph C; and 

Determining Reporting Truancy 
to DHHS

Determining Reporting Truancy 
to DHHS

Truancy in Statute:
• Health and Welfare: MRSA 22 §4002 Definitions

• 1.  Abuse or neglect.  "Abuse or neglect" means a threat to a child's 
health or welfare by physical, mental or emotional injury or 
impairment, sexual abuse or exploitation including under Title 17-A, 
sections 282, 852, 853 and 855 or deprivation of essential needs, or 
lack of protection from these, by a person responsible for the child. 

"Abuse or neglect" also means truancy under Title 20-A, section 3272, 
subsection 2, paragraph C or section 5051-A, subsection 1, paragraph C 
or D when truancy is the result of neglect by a person responsible for 
the child.

SB0

Title 22 MRSA Chapter 1071Title 22 MRSA Chapter 1071

For the complete Child and Family Services 
Child Protection Act, including which 
groups are Mandated Reporters see:

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22ch1071sec0.html

WS0
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Reasonable Suspicion:Reasonable Suspicion:

Truancy does not always equal neglect.

Consider what you know, how do you know 
it and how will you describe it.

What information is helpful 
for the report?

What information is helpful 
for the report?

• Name, address & phone number of child’s 
custodial parent and directions to the home.

• Names & relationships of other adults in the home.
• Children’s names and ages (dates of birth).
• Information on any out of home parents.
• Alleged abuse/neglect (be as specific as 

possible).
• Any actions you have or intend to take.
• Additional information.  

Maine Department of Health and 
Human Services

Truancy questions asked by Intake:Truancy questions asked by Intake:

What school does the child attend?

What is the child’s age and current grade level?

How many unexcused absences has the child had this school year?

Has an intervention plan been created by the school to help remedy the truancy concern?
If yes, what has been observed from intervention efforts?

Was the parent notified in writing that attendance of the child at school is required by law?
If yes, when:

What have the caregivers said regarding the reason for the child’s absences?

Have the caregivers been willing to problem solve, and/or seek solutions to improve attendance?

When was a truancy meeting scheduled/held with the parent? What was the outcome?

Does the child have any known developmental or other health concerns that require an IEP or 504 Plan? If yes, how are 
these needs being met while the child is not in school?

What other information is known regarding the child’s absences from school, including any known worries for the safety of 
the child or parental behaviors that may contribute to this?
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If I suspect child abuse or 
neglect, what should I do?
If I suspect child abuse or 
neglect, what should I do?

• File a report immediately by 
calling Intake at 1-800-452-1999.  

• You are not required to submit a 
paper copy of your report to 
DHHS.

What happens when a report is made?What happens when a report is made?

SB0
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InvestigationsInvestigations

Truancy Reporting Determination FormTruancy Reporting Determination Form

• A process for determining if a student’s truancy is 
the “result is the result of neglect”

• What information to gather to make the report

• A way to document the determination process and 
follow-through

SB0

Truancy Reporting Determination FormTruancy Reporting Determination Form

• MDOE Attendance and Truancy Resource Page
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Truancy Reporting Determination FormTruancy Reporting Determination Form

Truancy Reporting Determination FormTruancy Reporting Determination Form

SB0

What next? Re-engage!What next? Re-engage!
After the  “good faith attempt to meet the 
requirements of paragraph B-1, the 
superintendent shall notify the school board of 
the student's truancy.” [PL 2011, c. 614, §13 
(AMD).]

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

What relationships exist within the school or community 
that could be helpful?  Is there a guest who could join the existing team 
to lend insight/be a thought partner? 

What do resources like Attendance Works and Count ME IN suggest?

SJA0
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Questions clarified:Questions clarified:

1.How do we determine if a student's truancy should be 
reported to OCFS?

2.What happens when a report is made to OCFS, and what is
the process of determining if an investigation will occur?

3.What happens after we make a report, and what are the 
next steps for supporting students and their families?
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