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Distinctly 
measurable and 
persistent gaps in 
academic and 
functional 
performance
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Academic
ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE refers to a 

child’s ability to perform age 
appropriate (comparable to same 

age/grade peers) tasks and 
demonstrate appropriate skills in the 

following areas:

• Reading
• Writing
• Listening
• Speaking
• Mathematical Problem 

Solving

Functional
FUNCTIONAL/DEVELOPMENTAL 

PERFORMANCE refers to how the child 
is managing daily activities in the 

following areas:

• Cognitive
• Communicative
• Motor 
• Adaptive
• Social/Emotional
• Sensory
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Section 4C – Compliance & Best 
Practice
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Section 4D & Section 4E – 
Compliance & Best Practice
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Skill Deficits/Gaps –

Broad Academic Areas Specific Areas

Reading Decoding, Encoding, Fluency, Comprehension, Sight 
Words, Phonemic Awareness, Vocabulary or similar

Writing Sentence Structure, Paragraph Development, 
Organization, Details, Proofreading or similar

Listening/Speaking Story Retell, Collaboration, Language, Context, 
Describe, Summarizing or similar

Mathematical 
Problem Solving

Counting, Number ID, Matching, Addition/Subtraction, 
Multiplication/Division, Word Problems, Fluency, 

Measurement or similar
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Skill Deficits/Gaps –

Broad Functional Areas Specific Areas

Cognitive Problem Solving, Self Awareness, Peer Interactions, 
Self Initiation or similar

Communicative Receptive/Expressive Language, Pragmatic Language, 
Articulation or similar

Motor Fine/Gross Motor, Coloring, Cutting, Walking, Stairs or 
similar

Adaptive Toileting, Handwashing, Cooking, Eating, Dressing, 
Bathing or similar

Social/Emotional Peer Interactions, Self Regulation, Communication, 
Pragmatic Skills or similar

Sensory Processing, Self Advocacy, Attention to Task, Self 
Regulation or similar
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Evaluations listed in Section 4A guide distinctly 
measurable and persistent skill gaps.

Broad

Specific
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Skill Deficits/Gaps –

- Be specific
- Do not include or reference:

- Broad Academic Areas
- Evaluation Results
- Standard Scores

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed under CC 
BY-NC

http://www.pngall.com/remember-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Distinctly measurable and persistent 
gaps in academic and functional 
performance

12
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Distinctly measurable and persistent 
gaps in academic and functional 
performance

13
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How do the gaps 
affect the child’s 
involvement and 
progress in the 
general 
education 
curriculum?
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Skill Gap How Statement

(Reading) 
Jimmy’s reading fluency deficits

impact his ability to access grade level reading 
material in all content areas.

(Writing)
Sarah’s spelling deficits

impact her ability to produce grade-level writing 
that accurately reflects her knowledge.

(Listening)
Michael’s listening comprehension deficits 

impact his ability to benefit from content area 
lectures and discussions.

(Speaking)
Beth’s inability to retell stories in a sequential 

manner

impacts her ability to express her thoughts in 
class discussions.

(Mathematical Problem Solving)
Tom’s deficits in addition/subtraction

impact his ability to accurately perform more 
complex, grade-level math computations.

Distinctly 
Measurable and 
Persistent Gaps

How Statement
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Skill Gap How Statement

(Cognitive) 
Mary’s deficits in problem solving

impact her ability to complete assignments 
independently.

(Communicative)
Sarah’s expressive language deficits

impact her ability to demonstrate understanding 
in all content areas.

(Motor)
Michael’s fine motor deficits

impact his ability to effectively take notes and 
complete assignments on time.

(Adaptive)
Beth’s deficit in hand washing

impacts her ability to maintain health and school 
attendance.

(Social/Emotional)
Tom’s self regulation deficits

impact his ability to effectively communicate his 
needs before disrupting class.

Distinctly 
Measurable and 
Persistent Gaps

How Statement
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How do the gaps affect the child’s 
involvement and progress in the 
general education curriculum?

17
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How do the gaps affect the child’s 
involvement and progress in the 
general education curriculum?

18
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Compliance – There must be a measurable goal 
for each distinctly measurable and persistent 

skill gap.

Evaluations

Exceptionality 
Identification

Academic and 
Functional Skill 

Gaps 

Present Level 
of Performance

Measurable 
GoalsOne-to-one correspondence.  There needs 

to be a goal for each skill gap listed in 
sections 4C and 4D.



2020
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Present level and measurable goal for each distinctly 
measurable and persistent skill gap.

Academic
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Measurable Goal for each distinctly measurable and 
persistent skill gap.
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Common 
missteps

23



2424



2525



2626

Better
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Resources
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IDEA
MUSER
PROCEDURAL MANUAL
PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/law

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/law
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Supervision, Monitoring, 
and Support

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/
supervision

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/supervision
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/supervision
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/supervision
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/supervision
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Information Sheets
Self-Assessment Form
Quick Reference Documents

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/
supervision/resources

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/supervision/resources
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/supervision/resources
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Professional 
Learning 
Recordings

https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/
professionallearning

Click 
header to 
sort by 
category

View more 
recordings

https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/professionallearning
https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/professionallearning
https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/professionallearning
https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/professionallearning
https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/professionallearning
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IEP & Related Forms
Educator and Administrator Resources
Family & Caregiver Resources

https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/resources

https://www.maine.gov/doe/specialservices/resources
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DATE TOPIC/DESCRIPTION REGISTRATION LINK

Wednesday 9/10/25
3:00-4:00 Resources Recording / Slides

Wednesday 9/24/25
3:00-4:00

Compliant versus Good IEPs
Developing a Strong IEP Part 1 Recording / Slides

Wednesday 10/8/25
3:00-4:00

Compliant versus Good IEPs
Developing a Strong IEP Part 2 Recording / Slides

Wednesday 10/15/25
9:00-11:00 IEP Training Recording / Slides

Wednesday 10/22/25
3:00-4:00

Stress, Behavior and the Brain
Presented by: Bear Shea

Stress, Behavior and the Brain 
Registration Link

Thursday 10/30/25
9:00-10:30 Post-Secondary Transition Planning  Post-Secondary Transition Planning 

Wednesday 11/12/25
3:00-4:00

Inclusion
Presented by: Tracy Whitlock

Inclusion Registration Link 

Wednesday 12/10/25
3:00-4:00 Part C to Part B Transition

Part C to Part B Transition 
Registration Link

2025-26 Professional Development Schedule

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBnEujAR4FI
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Supervision%20and%20Monitoring%20-%20Office%20Hours%20Resources%20-%209.10.2025.pdf
https://youtu.be/Ctx6uYLcRs8
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Supervision%20and%20Monitoring%20-%20Compliant%20vs%20Best%20Practice%20Part%201%20-%209.24.2025.pdf
https://youtu.be/o-g9_GLDQZ4
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Supervision%20and%20Monitoring%20-%20Compliant%20vs%20Best%20Practice%20Part%202%20-%2010.8.2025.pdf
https://youtu.be/L81quhBcoXA
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Supervision%20and%20Monitoring%20-%20Full%20IEP%20Training%20-%2010.15.2025.pdf
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/rmF8KD_NQU2nB-7MrhrOvQ
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/rmF8KD_NQU2nB-7MrhrOvQ
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/HHFaIxgMTpOEZYh9zY77Sg
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/HHFaIxgMTpOEZYh9zY77Sg
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/HHFaIxgMTpOEZYh9zY77Sg
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/5K15FNALQj-Iwm12uVyDog
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/ozgJeuPyRo6yXoSQv0m2mA
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/ozgJeuPyRo6yXoSQv0m2mA
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DATE TOPIC/DESCRIPTION REGISTRATION LINK

Wednesday 1/14/26
3:00-4:00

Alternate Assessments
Guest Speaker:  Mechelle Ganglefinger

Alternate Assessment Registration 
Link

Wednesday 1/28/26
3:00-4:00

ILAP and LAU Plan 101
Presented By: The Office of Teaching 

and Learning

ILAP and LAU Plan 101 Registration 
Link 

Wednesday 2/11/26
3:00-4:00

McKenney Vento 101
Presented By:  Signe Lynch

McKenney Vento 101 Registration 
Link

Wednesday 2/25/26
3:00-4:00 Data Collection         Data Collection Registration Link

Wednesday 3/11/26
3:00-4:00

Transition from CDS to Public School
Guest Speaker:  Lori Whittemore

Transition from CDS to Public School 

Wednesday 3/25/26
3:00-4:00

Abbreviated Day Abbreviated Day Registration Link

Wednesday 4/8/26
3:00-4:00

Special Education Law for General 
Education Teachers

Guest Speaker:  Leigh Lardieri 

Special Education Law for General 
Education Teachers Registration Link

Wednesday 5/13/26
3:00-4:00 IEP Case Study Case Study Registration Link

Wednesday 5/27/26
3:00-4:00

Discipline & Manifestation 
Determination

Discipline and Manifestation 
Determination Registration Link 

2025-26 Professional Development Schedule (cont.)

https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/AKeeiq_GTvucO_aTs8RgFA
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/AKeeiq_GTvucO_aTs8RgFA
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/G2HkWOEWQhCY7hbJUVJx1w
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/G2HkWOEWQhCY7hbJUVJx1w
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/HTpVfXz1Qs6WIjMN6y2Bmw
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/HTpVfXz1Qs6WIjMN6y2Bmw
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/EjNADB8WTmWUagJT5D7YXA#/registration
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/Nxdx-_VFTlOUI7rS29mVJA
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/c9V7snLxSuiwMFow42zrgQ
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/XyjTeVllQrO3yxVUb5M7Iw#/registration
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/XyjTeVllQrO3yxVUb5M7Iw#/registration
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/oEoZz_5hSDqFNfgIP2O4Zg
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/uyYCzRXlQwmIUxAIKhl9eA
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/uyYCzRXlQwmIUxAIKhl9eA
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https://forms.office.com/g/by472QQLDJ

Use the link to complete the form 
on your computer

 OR 
Use the QR code to complete the 

form on your mobile device

Professional Learning Feedback and Contact Hour Form.

https://forms.office.com/g/by472QQLDJ
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@mdoenews

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
http://www.maine.gov/doe
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Colette Sullivan – Federal Programs Coordinator
colette.sullivan@maine.gov
 
Jennifer Gleason – Special Education Consultant
jennifer.gleason@maine.gov 

Karlie Thibodeau – Special Education Consultant
karlie.l.thibodeau@maine.gov 

Ashley Satre – Special Education Consultant
ashley.satre@maine.gov

Julie Pelletier – Secretary Associate
julie.pelletier@maine.gov 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

mailto:colette.sullivan@maine.gov
mailto:jennifer.Gleason@maine.gov
mailto:karlie.l.thibodeau@maine.gov
mailto:ashley.satre@maine.gov
mailto:julie.pelletier@maine.gov
https://pngimg.com/download/66630
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.pngall.com/graphic-design-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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