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Attendance

Students are more likely to attend
school regularly when their families give
the school high ratings on family
engagement. 
Miller, E. & Gaumer Erickson, A. S., 2023



Partner when challenges arise

RELYING ON PARENTS TO
SUPPORT ATTENDANCE

Support health and wellness 

Attain essentials- clothing, housing, food

Ongoing communication about school 

Support routines

Support personal motivation 

Support transitions 

Ensure access to transportation

Track requirements & expectations

PARENTS



Clearly Articulate Expectations
 The What, Why, When and How 

of Attendance

WHAT are the rules?

WHY do they matter? 

WHEN do children need to be at
school: regular days, half days,
vacations…?

HOW will you support attendance:
what supports are available? 



Foster a Strong Sense
of Belonging for

Students and Families

Welcoming, inclusive and
accessible schools. Do
families feel seen, heard,
represented? 

Strong Relationships 

Link learning to personal
interests and goals 



Support Strong
Communication Between

Home and School

Active listening at home
and at school

Advocacy Support

Clear communication and
feedback channels

Clear invitations to reach
out for support



 Support routines and 
healthy habits

Nightly routines 

Morning routines 

A good nights sleep

Exercise and healthy eating

Well Visist



 Connect families with the
people, places and things that

suport strong attendance.  

Warm Clothing 

Food and housing

Transportation

 Fuel Assistance

Friends and Neighbors



 Relevance, motivation and

academic socialization  

Knowing your adults care
about school 

Talking about goals and
asperations. 

Understanding the role school
plays in getting you where you
want  to go



BEFORE

Hello it’s MBE,

Your child is marked as absent

today. Please contact us as

soon as possible to let us know

the reason for your child's

absence.

Subject: Absence

Is the “ask” ACTUALLY DOABLE?

Or is more support necessary?

Will they know about it in the first place–
will they receive the ask? Is it in their
home language? At an accessible
reading level? Free of jargon?

Do families have the background
knowledge to understand and act on
the task (s) I’m asking them to do?

Is the” ask” culturally responsive and
strength based?

Do they have the required materials or a
way to get them? Transportation? Time? 

Is it clear how to ask for help if needed?



AFTER

Hello it’s Milton Brook

Elementary.

Your child is marked as absent

today. Please call 413-238-0967

as soon as possible. Leave us a

message with your child’s name

and the reason for their absence.

Subject: Absence



Hello it’s Milton Brook Elementary.

Your child is marked as absent today. Please
call 413-238-0967 as soon as possible. Leave us
a message with your child’s name and the
reason for their absence.

We are here for you.  If it ever becomes difficult
to get your child to school please reach out.
There may be ways we can help. Call 413-238-
7789 and ask to speak with Will. If you need an
interpreter let us know “I need a [Spanish]
interpreter.”

With ScaffoldingAFTER





Interested in learning more about
ParentPowered’s evidence-based
family engagement program for
birth through grade 12?  

LET‘S TALK! 

info@parentpowered.com

bit.ly/3LpI0N2

We now offer educator
professional learning to support all
your family engagment efforts.
Reach out to find out more.


