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Narrative of Steering Committee Work and Timeline 
 
A list of potential steering committee members were approved by the commissioner’s office on 
January 29, 2018 and they were invited to participate via email on January 31, 2018. The 
steering committee was comprised to represent different grade levels, different roles in education 
(teachers, administrators, higher education, and non-profit organizations), different areas of 
expertise across the content area, and different geographic representation. 
 
All members of the steering committee accepted the invitation to participate by February 2, 2018 
and using a doodle poll created on February 5, 2018 to pick a meeting date. On February 6, 2018, 
the steering committee agreed upon a meeting date of April 16, 2018 with May 31, 2018 as a 
second meeting if necessary. 
 
Public comments were open from February 5, 2018 through March 16, 2018 with public hearings 
taking place in Augusta on February 27, Houlton on February 28, and Westbrook on March 1. 
On February 7, the Department of Education reached out to known social studies and education 
stakeholders to let them know that a review of the Maine Learning Results in Social Studies was 
beginning with a public comments period. 
 
Via email on March 27, 2018 the steering committee was given the resources need to prepare for 
their meeting. This included a copy of all of the submitted public comments including 
transcribed copies of public comments that were presented in person at one of the hearings. It 
also included a collection of current research and identified best practices in social studies 
education. 
 
On April 3, 2018 the steering committee was sent an email giving them the assignment to do a 
SWOT analysis on the following areas of the Maine Learning Results in Social Studies: 
Introduction/Key Ideas, Applications of Social Studies, Civics and Government, Economics, 
Geography, History. 
 
On April 16, 2018 the steering committee met and created guidance for the writing team. The 
day was spent reviewing the purpose of the team, relevant state statutes, the current standards, 
and public comments. The current state standards were reviewed using the SWOT analysis 
protocol. Each section that was identified for the committee to review on April 3 
(Introduction/Key Ideas, Applications of Social Studies, Civics and Government, Economics, 
Geography, History) was discussed one section at a time. The group shared all of the strengths 
that they had identified and all suggested strengths were compiled. The group then reviewed the 
entire list and narrowed down the highlights of what they wanted to focus on. The process was 
repeated for the weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of each section. At the end of the SWOT 
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analysis of the section, the group reviewed the highlighted ideas across the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats in order to summary what parts of the section needed to 
be maintained and what parts need to be revised. Parts of the section that needed revision, the 
steering committee worked to reach a consensus of what the guidance should look like based on 
a combination professional experience and researched best practices in the field of social studies. 
At the end of the SWOT analysis, time was spent reviewing the public comments to ensure that 
feedback that was provided was discussed during the analysis or taken into consideration when 
the guidance was being developed. At the end of the day, the team was given additional time to 
review the guidance that had been drafted during day, to review the public comments to make 
sure that the guidance aligned with the feedback included in the public comments, and to provide 
another opportunity to provide any additional thoughts or feedback. 
 
From April 17 through May 4, every member of the steering committee reviewed the guidance 
and responded to questions about the work regarding possible still to be completed work and 
questions. 
 
From May 4 through May 7, the state Social Studies Specialist reviewed the feedback and 
deemed that the overall thoughts from the feedback from the steering committee was that they 
felt that the guidance reflected the best practices and research in social studies and that all public 
comments had been taken into account while crafting the guidance. 
 
On May 8, each member of the steering committee was emailed and asked to confirm that they 
had reviewed the final draft of the guidance, if they felt there were any additional edits to be 
made, if this is the guidance that they want to provide to the writing team, and to confirm that 
they feel the work of the steering committee had met its intended goal and that all of the work 
was complete. 
 
On May 16, the last member of the steering committee responded to give unanimous agreement 
that the initial work of the steering committee was complete and ready to share with the writing 
team. 
 
A call for educators to participate as a member of the writing team was publicly posted through 
the DOE Newsroom on May 22 and known social studies and education stakeholder were 
contacted directly on May 23. 


