Maine State Board of Education
23 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333-0023
Tel: (207) 624-6616
www.maine.gov/sbe/

Membership:

Paulette Bonneau, Chair
Biddeford
229-4433

paulette.b@biddefordschools.me

AGENDA

State Board of Education
September 11, 2026
1:00 PM

Maine Department of Health and Human Services

109 Capitol St.
Maine A/B Room
Augusta ME, 04330

Also, Virtually Via Zoom:
https://mainestate.zoom.us/j/81808829529?pwd=WOfqpPdhWOgiH7XjI9LCcKHFEiusWC.1

Thomas E. Keller, Vice Chair
Newcastle

350-6106
tkeller.sbe@gmail.com

Wendy L. Ault
Wayne

557-4987
wendyault@aol.com

Victoria Cohen

Farmington

491-9760
victoriajoycohen@gmail.com

Fern M.Y. Desjardins

St. Agatha

543-6005
fern.desjardins8@gmail.com

James E. Ford
Brunswick
841-9377
fordjsa@gmail.com

Edmond W. Morin
Westbrook

749-8088
emorin1@maine.rr.com

Michael Thurston
Augusta

314-9622
natsfanmet@hotmail.com

Denham Ward
Bowdoinham

666-3303
denhamward@gmail.com

Abbey Hamilton-Student
Yarmouth
(512) 538-4031

y2027abbham@yarmouthsch

ools.org

Grace Dunton-Student
Hartland

431-4183
grace2010d@gmail.com

8:30-8:50

8:50-9:00

9:00-10:00

10:00

Arrival

Welcome and Introductions, Chair Paulette Bonneau

Zoom meeting with The Honorable, Senator Rick Bennett

Theme - What does the next year look like?

Guided by:

- reaction to gubernatorial candidates/platforms
- identification of major activities by committee
- beginning of strategic planning for 2027-2032
- legislative actions

Identification of coming year major activities by committee (Committee chairs
should be forewarned that this is their time to prognosticate with their committees
and all of us the foci of the upcoming year)

Career and Technical Education/Ed et al (Perkins and Briggs) (10-10:30 am)
Certification and Higher Ed/Tom et al (10:30-11)

School Construction/Fern et al (11-11:30)

Student Voices/Wendy et al (11:30-12)

Noon: Lunch

1:00 Legislative Action/Paulette (reactive and proactive) (1-1:30)

1:30

1.
2.
3.

4

Continue Section 405 revision - Vicky/Denham (1:30-2:30 pm)
Directions for Professional Standards Board - Denham (2:30-3)
Floor open for discussion by members of initiatives, actions, roles
of the SBE —Paulette (3-4)

Training in SBE Observer role - Tom (4 - 4:15)

Adjourn
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We value inclusion and access for all participants and are pleased to provide reasonable accommodations for this meeting.
Please contact Craig Flowers craig.flowers@maine.gov or 207-624-6616 to make a reasonable accommodation request.
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