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Children Ages 3-5

What we hope for all children:

» Access to high-quality learning opportunities no
matter where they live

« Participation in activities that support development

« Engagement that results in learning

Across the nation, childcare varies in:
« Availability

* Quality

» Results




Factors Affecting Development

For all children, and preschool
children with disabilities, critical
brain development is affected by
the:
Social Environment
Established Community
Programs
Systemic Influences

Harvard Center for Developing Child, 2023. Place Matters: What Surrounds Us Shapes Us


https://harvardcenter.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/HCDC_WP16_Infographic_Print_R3E.pdf

Types of Learning Environments: Mixed

Delivery System

* A variety of settings
can support the
delivery of Specially
Designed Instruction
(SDI) in the least
restrictive setting for
the child.

A Regular Early
Childhood Program is
the least restrictive—
the majority of
children in the class
are non-disabled
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Measuring Children’'s Progress: The Child
Outcomes Summary Process (COS
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The Three Child Outcomes Ratings Areas
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Let’s collaborate to
achieve our goals.

e Supporting children and families

to access quality programming Io ether
» Offering programs tailored to g

individual children’s needs

 Selecting and using effective
evidence-based practices

* Strengthening the special
education and early intervention
workforce




Web-Based Supports Available

Cohort Recordings Technical Assistance

* Includes all topics from last year’s sessions  * Topic-specific technical assistance
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How Can We Support
Coordination, Communication,
and Participation During
Meetings?

* Surveys

* Bulletin boards

* Breakout groups

 Shared files

e Suggestion box

* Whiteboards

* Q&A time during the meeting
* Others?
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Your Early Childhood Special Education Team

DOE/CDS Cohort Contact Information

Transition Leads
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Megan Welter Erin Frazier Sandy Flacke Jennifer Hopkins Suzie Perry
Associate Commissioner of Public Director, Office of Special Services Deputy Director of Special Assistant Early Childhood Special Early Childhood Special Education
Education at the Department of Birth-22 at the Department of Services at the Department of Education Transition Coordinator Consult )
Education Education Educatiofi Department of Education/CDS Department of Education
Megan.welter@maine.gov 3 2 = % 5 2 =% / suzanne.perry@maine.gov
Erin.Frazier@maine.gov J.sandy.flacke@maine.gov Jennifer..hopkins@maine.gov

Fiscal and Data Contacts

A A B

Nicole Denis Paula Gravelle Barbara McGowen School Finance Manager Katherine Warren
Director of Finance School Finance Coordinator Director of Fiscal Management, Department of Education Education Data Systems Manager
Department of Education Department of Education Special Services B-22 ida.batista@maine.gov Department of Education i
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nicole.l.denis@maine.gov paula.b.gravelle@maine.gov Department of Education katherine.warren@maine.gov

barbara.a.mcgowen@maine.gov




=14 )Y
Childhood
Special
Education
Coordinators

trisha.kurt@maine.gov

Maine Early Childhood

Special Educatlon
wrwl( /(org

- ‘
TRISHA KURT k‘
i\
SANDY FLACKE jacqueline.n.herso:
j.sandy.flacke@maine.gov

AROOSTOOK DOWNEAST MIDCOAST
TWO RIVERS FIRST OPPORTUNITIES REACH
PEDS YORK

,!; M your CIDg region, m{;ﬂafg M P


https://maine.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=3c26622da72f4238a0d95bb8059914e5

‘lu'-" v

Contact Our
Department

If you need assistance or have questions, contact
Jennifer Hopkins, Assistant Transition Coordinator of
FAPE Services for Early Childhood Special Education

9

‘%{ Jenni.fer.L.Hopkins
@maine.gov

Our Sites
@ Early Childhood Special Education |

Department of Education

Department of
Education



https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation
https://www.maine.gov/doe/cds/earlychildhoodspecialeducation

	Slide 0: Early Childhood Special Education in SAUs: Creating Opportunities that Positively Affect Child Development August 13, 2025
	Slide 1: Early Childhood Education for Children Ages 3-5
	Slide 2: Factors Affecting Development
	Slide 3: Types of Learning Environments:  Mixed Delivery System
	Slide 4: Measuring Children’s Progress: The Child Outcomes Summary Process (COS)
	Slide 5: Let’s collaborate to achieve our goals.
	Slide 6: Web-Based Supports Available
	Slide 7: How Can We Support Coordination, Communication, and Participation During Meetings?
	Slide 8: Your Early Childhood Special Education Team
	Slide 9: Early Childhood Special Education Coordinators
	Slide 10: Contact Our Department 

