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Agenda

• Local foods funding for SY 2024

– Federal and state 

• Harvest of the Month Program

• Fisherman Feeding Mainers Program

• Maine Harvest Lunch Week 

• Culinary & farm videos 

• USDA Farm to School Census 



Federal 

Local Foods for Schools (LFS)



Federal Local Foods for Schools (LFS)

• 100% reimbursement of local products 

– Spend $500 local carrots= get $500 back 

• Allocation is based on district enrollment 

– Posted on LFS webpage 

• All foods purchased must be grown and

produced in Maine 

• Focus on small and socially disadvantaged 

farmers 



Federal Local Foods for Schools (LFS)

• Allowable purchases with fund: 

– Minimally processed local produce 

– Dairy and protein 

• No livestock; can purchase ground beef

– Other minimally processed foods  

• Marinara sauce, salsa, etc. 

• NSLP and SBP only

• Claims submitted in CNP web; stay tuned for 

when they can be filed!   



LFS Claims in CNP web

• Must upload the summary page and receipts 

• Help documents- instructions for filing an LFS 

claim 

• Part of your reimbursement check under Local 

Produce 



Receipts must clearly show what item(s) you are 
seeking reimbursement for, and that it is from 

Maine.



LFS Webpage





Connecting with Farmers

• Farm/Producer List on LFS webpage

– Farms/distributors purchased from last year 

– Not an exhaustive list 

• DOE Farm to School Map 

• Socially disadvantaged farms by county 



State 

Local Foods Fund (LFF)



State Local Foods Fund (LFF)

• Reimburses $1 for every $3 spent 

– Spend $300 local carrots= get $100 back

• $5,000 per school district each school year 

– Additional $500 if attend DOE local foods training

• All foods purchased must be grown or produced 

in Maine



State Local Foods Fund (LFF)

• Allowable purchases with fund: 

– Local produce 

– Value- added dairy only

• No fluid milk; cheese and yogurt allowed 

– Protein items 

• Livestock is allowed (whole animals)

• NSLP, SBP and SFSP 

• Claims submitted outside of CNP web 



State local foods claims

• NOT in CNP web this year

– Completed outside of the system 

• Procedure is on our website- email summary 

page and receipts to jodi.truman@maine.gov. 

• Separate check is sent to district 

mailto:jodi.truman@maine.gov


State Local Foods Webpage





State Legislation-

LD 921
• “An Act to Allow the Local Foods 

Fund for Public Schools to Be Used 

for Processed and Value-added 

Maine Food Products”

• Expands definition of allowable 

processed and value-added 

products

– Fund is underutilized 

• Takes affect October 25, 2023 



LFF Allowable Processed and Value-

Added Items

• Designates DOE to create standards for allowable 

processed items (LD 921)

• Allowable processed and value-added products:

– 51% or more agricultural raw materials grown, harvested, or 

produced in Maine by weight or volume 

– Documentation to support this (product formulation statement)

• Maine producers/processors submits documentation for 

Maine DOE approval 



Example LFF- Bread

Product Name: Vesper Bread Sourdough Loaf 

Ingredients listed in weights: 

- Whole wheat flour: 16 oz (Maine Grains) 

- Water: 4 oz 

- Sea salt: 0.5 oz 

*Product meets 51% Maine ingredients definition



Where can schools buy local?

• Farmer 

• Cooperative 

• Food hub 

• Local food processor 

• Food distributor 





Tips to Use Funds 

• Use federal funds first, then state funds 

– Federal goes away December 2024

– Avoids double dipping 

• Use state fund for items not covered by LFS 

– Processed foods, livestock 

• Hold special events/theme days such as Farm 

to School Month in October 

• Pledge for Harvest of the Month (HOM)

– New to Farm to School 



Harvest of 

the Month
The Maine Harvest of the Month (HOM) is a campaign that 

helps to promote the use of seasonally available, local 

products in schools, institutions, and communities. The 

program, which highlights a different Maine product each 

month, aims to provide students with local and healthy 

produce, while supporting Maine’s farmers and producers.



Great intro 

program to Farm 

to School! 

Commit to 

serving the HOM 

ingredient just 

twice a month.



HOM Potato Collateral



How to use the Source Card

Laminate the cards or make photocopies on cardstock paper! Highlight your local farmer!

Russet potatoes

Stoncipher Farm

Bowdoinham



How to use the Meal Tray Poster

Use as reimbursable meal signage! What meal component features 

local potatoes? Let the students know!

Local 

Baked 

Potato with 

Fixings



Social Media Graphics



HOM pledge! 
https://www.maine.gov/doe/harvestofthemonth/schools

https://www.maine.gov/doe/harvestofthemonth/schools


Fishermen 

Feeding 

Mainers

Fishermen Feeding Mainers Program provides 

direct financial relief to fishermen by helping 

them supply food banks, schools, and families in 

need with healthy Maine seafood meals.



How it works!

• Provides no cost, local fish to participating 

schools and CACFP sites 

– White, flaky fish: hake, pollock, monkfish, cod 

– Fish is frozen 

• Complete an interest form

• Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association will email 

when fish is available 

• Pick up fish in Portland on specific dates/times



Complete interest form for FFM- to be notified when fish is 

available! https://www.maine.gov/doe/farmtoschool

https://www.maine.gov/doe/farmtoschool


Tips for FFM

• Fish is pending availability and the fishing 

season 

– August- Jan/Feb are higher volume 

• Recommend getting extra and freezing it 

• Expect short notice and be flexible! 

• Work with another school district for pick up if 

needed 



Fishermen: participating fishermen have fish purchased

directly from them

Processors: fish cutters in Portland cut, package, and

freeze the fish

Community: schools, food pantries, and other nutrition

insecure Mainers receive free fish!

DOE: we support schools by offering trainings and

support in proper handling of local fish

Who does FFM support?



Maine Harvest 

Lunch Week

September 18-22, 2023

Maine's annual harvest lunch week promotes fresh, local food in school 
cafeterias and teaches our children and youth where food comes from –

including local farms, gardens and greenhouses. Maine schools have found 
creative ways to celebrate in the past, including decorating lunchrooms to 
showcase local food and inviting area farmers into the classroom to speak 

with students.





Culinary and 

Farm Videos

Find culinary tips and recipes, farm and sea to 

school promotions, and more!



Cait Frame- Milkhouse Dairy and Creamery

Tour of the farm and milkhouse

Mike Flynn- RSU 12 Nutrition Director

Fish recipes and safety

Connecting farmers, producers, and fishermen to your 

school classrooms and cafeterias



Recipes and Video Instruction



USDA Farm to School Census



What is the census?

• Snapshot of farm to school activities in the 

country and individual states 

• Tool for growth and expansion of farm to school 

in the country 

Who should complete? 

• Emailed to Food Service Director

• Input from other school staff (teachers, garden 

coordinators, etc.)



F2S Census Details

• Decision Information Resources (DIR) and 

Mathematica will conduct census with all public, 

charter and private SFA’s that participate in the 

NSLP

• October 2nd- DIR will email link to census 

– Farm2SchoolCensus@dir-online.com

• Information collected from SY 2022-2023

– About 30 minutes to complete  

• Complete by December 2023

mailto:Farm2SchoolCensus@dir-online.com


Questions?

Stephanie.Stambach@maine.gov

207-215-9437

mailto:Stephanie.Stambach@maine.gov
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