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Happy Spring, and welcome to the March edition of the SchoolSafety.gov State Partner Newsletter. This month, our focus is on strategies and resources to foster a positive school climate. School climate is a broad, multifaceted concept that involves many aspects of a student’s educational experience. Despite its complexity, the information shared in this newsletter will help K-12 schools and districts establish a school climate that enables students to thrive. We also have included recent updates to SchoolSafety.gov and topical upcoming events and opportunities offered through the Federal School Safety Clearinghouse. We are hopeful this information will help schools create a nurturing, positive, and safe learning environment, and advance school safety on a variety of fronts.

Featured Resources 
While the circumstances that lead to violence are complex and far-ranging, research suggests that a positive school climate can lead to a significant decrease in the likelihood of crime, aggression, and violent behavior. Developing students with strong character who are connected to their peers, educators, and communities in meaningful ways can improve school climate, help prevent acts of violence, and lead to improved behavioral and academic outcomes. 

School leaders and teachers can make character development a priority by supporting practices in the classroom and school, as well as collaborating with families and community organizations. Schools and districts should also implement social, emotional, and behavioral support systems to create a climate that supports and responds to student behavior. By engaging in a school climate improvement process, education leaders at the state, district, and school levels can increase the safety and success of all members of the school community.

Strategies to begin improving school climate include:

1. Conducting a school climate survey and collecting data: Measuring school climate is critical for improvement because high-quality data allows schools and districts to better understand the perceptions of its students, staff, and parents; monitor progress; make data-driven decisions; involve stakeholders; and adapt to shifting needs related to school climate.

1. Identifying measures and programs that are best suited for the school and implementing them: Once schools have identified areas of school climate and conditions for learning that need to be addressed, they must apply their data to make an informed decision about which programmatic interventions should be implemented to improve student outcomes. Implementation involves putting a plan into effect, including the process of monitoring progress, making adjustments, and evaluating impact.

1. Considering expanding beyond school climate to incorporate social and emotional learning (SEL) and providing students access to treatment programs or professionals: Social and emotional learning involves the processes through which children acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions. A growing body of research indicates that school-based efforts to promote students’ SEL represent an effective approach to enhance children’s success in school and life.

SchoolSafety.gov’s School Climate Topic Page offers a variety of resources, programs, and tools that school communities can use to foster a positive school climate. For more information, see our two-page infographic released earlier this month. 


[bookmark: _Hlk73453663]Federal School Safety Clearinghouse Upcoming Events & Opportunities 

Events, Webinars, and Conferences
The SchoolSafety.gov Events Page features upcoming school safety-related webinars and conferences presented by the Clearinghouse and its partners. Highlights include:

1. Medicaid and School Mental Health 101: How Can Schools Finance School Mental Health Services through Medicaid? (March 30) – This webinar hosted by the Mental Health Technology Transfer Center Network will provide an overview of Medicaid and an introduction to how Medicaid finances school mental health services. The speakers will discuss the Medicaid benefits that can cover school mental health services, what child populations can be eligible for Medicaid, what providers can bill Medicaid for school mental health services, and related considerations for schools and community mental health providers.
1. Improving School Climate in K-12 Schools (March 31) – Please join the Federal School Safety Clearinghouse for an informational webinar on school climate featuring strategies, guidance, and resources for K-12 schools. Presenters from the U.S. Department of Education will provide an overview of how communities can improve school climate, help prevent acts of violence, and lead to improved behavioral and academic outcomes. 
1. Active Shooter Preparedness Webinar - Region 4: HBCUs (April 8) – The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, Region 4 invites Historically Black Colleges and Universities to join a two-hour security webinar to enhance awareness of and response to an active shooter event. During the webinar, expert instructors will discuss the elements of active shooter incident response planning; describe common behaviors, conditions, and situations associated with active shooter events; describe how to incorporate key elements of successful incident management into planning efforts; and provide information about best practices, communications protocols, and resources available for emergency planning, preparedness, and response to active shooter incidents.
1. Cybersecurity Considerations for K-12 Schools and School Districts (On-Demand) – This online course from the Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS) Technical Assistance (TA) Center is designed to help school personnel understand cybersecurity considerations that K-12 schools and school districts need to keep in mind to inform school emergency operations plans and safety, security, emergency management, and preparedness programs.

Grants and Funding Opportunities
April Deadlines:
1. Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program – New (Application Deadline: April 11)  
1. Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Support Program – Competing Continuation (Application Deadline: April 11)  
1. The CDC National Centers of Excellence in Youth Violence Prevention: Rigorous Evaluation of Prevention Strategies to Prevent and Reduce Community Rates of Youth Violence (Application Deadline: April 18)
1. Cooperative Agreements for the Garrett Lee Smith State/Tribal Youth Suicide Prevention and Early Intervention Program (Application Deadline: April 18)
1. Grants for Expansion and Sustainability of the Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children with Serious Emotional Disturbances (Application Deadline: April 18)
1. Community Programs for Outreach and Intervention with Youth and Young Adults at Clinical High Risk for Psychosis (Application Deadline: April 18)
1. NIJ FY22 Research and Evaluation on School Safety (Application Deadline: April 25)

May Deadlines:
1. Statewide Family Network Program (Application Deadline: May 2)
1. Project AWARE (Advancing Wellness and Resiliency in Education) (Application Deadline: May 2)

Ongoing:
1. American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief
1. Project to Support America’s Families and Educators (Project SAFE)
1. School Emergency Response to Violence (Project SERV)

Visit the SchoolSafety.gov Grants Finder Tool for additional school safety-related funding opportunities.

[bookmark: _Hlk73453566]Federal School Safety Clearinghouse & SchoolSafety.gov Updates 
We are pleased to share the following new programs, content, and resources from the Federal School Safety Clearinghouse and its partners:

Emergency Planning
1. Best Practice Considerations for Armed Assailant Drills in Schools - This document provides guidance on factors schools must take into account when conducting armed assailant drills. It reflects unique considerations within the school environment, including protecting both physical and psychological safety.
1. Planning to Recover from Emergencies at Districts and Schools - This webinar recording provides an overview of how K-12 schools and districts can better plan to recover from emergency events and be ready for a range of threats and hazards.

Mental Health
1. 10 Tips for Teaching the Psychological First Aid Model for K-12 Education Agencies - This tip sheet outlines the Psychological First Aid (PFA) model and provides educators guidelines on how to speak with students and peers who have experienced an emergency event or disaster. 
1. Psychological First Aid: Addressing Mental Health Distress During Disasters - This previously recorded webinar provides a brief overview of PFA and connects viewers with both online and in-person training resources.
1. Trauma-informed Care for Schools Before, During, and After Possible Emergency - This archived webinar serves as a resource to help practitioners lead trauma-informed schools, address trauma in their overall preparedness efforts, and plan for the provision of trauma-informed care.

Additional Safety Topics
1. CDC Guide for Determining Close Contact and Quarantine in K-12 Schools - This step-by-step guide helps members of the K-12 school community determine close contact and quarantine measures.
1. School Climate Strategies and Resources - This two-page infographic offers strategies and resources K-12 school communities can use to foster a positive school climate.

SchoolSafety.gov Opportunities for State Partners
We hope to provide you with opportunities to further engage with us as well as other states across the country. Below are several ways to share your resources, content, events, and opportunities within our state partner network and on SchoolSafety.gov:
1. Please submit resources and content you would like to include on your SchoolSafety.gov state page by the next resource review cycle deadline on April 15. Suggestions for content include new school safety resources, programs, grants, events, and guidance, as well as federal and local agency contacts in your state. Please visit our page on standards and guidance for submitting a resource for additional information, and access the resource submission form here.
1. Please let us know by April 15 if your state is hosting any events and opportunities that we can potentially feature in the April 2022 newsletter. 

Thank you again for your continued support and participation. If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions for future newsletters, please contact us at SchoolSafety@hq.dhs.gov.

Sincerely, 
The Federal School Safety Clearinghouse
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