
As always, we are glad you are able to join us today and are hopeful the information 
provided in these sessions is helpful and beneficial to your work.
We have our assessment team members, Jodi Bossio-Smith, Cheryl Brackett, Nancy 
Godfrey, Regina Lewis, Varun Motay, consultant Andy Wallace, to ensure we are able to 
answer all questions in a timely, efficient and detailed manner.
Some general reminders before we get started today:
• Feel free to place questions in the chat – we will respond to them during the Q & A 

session

• In the Q & A session, if asking a question please raise your hand and we will call on 
you.

• Please ensure you are muted – we will be muting all participants shortly to ensure 
limited distractions
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Assessment 
Lunch & Learn / 
Office Hours

September 14, 2022

Pl ease post questions you may have in the chat box – we will work to 
answ er them during the session and add them to a Q & A document.

W e w ill begin shortly.



We hope the 2022-23 school year is off to a great start!
We are excited to share that over the summer and more recently there are some 
changes to the assessment team. We welcome Krista Averill, a former science and social 
studies educator from China Middle School to the assessment team. Krista is 
coordinating the math, reading (NWEA) and Maine science assessments.
More recently and within the coming weeks, Jodi Bossio-Smith will be transitioning to 
the role of Director for Assessment. This is effective September 19. During this period of 
transition, both Janette and Jodi will serve as points of contact for assessment related 
items as we work to back fill the vacancy created by Jodi’s transition.
The assessment calendar for the 2022/23 school year is posted on the DOE website. The 
winter administration of the NWEA MAP growth remains optional as in prior years but 
Krista will be sharing additional information related to NWEA next. 
Some general reminders:

• With transitions that transpire within districts, please ensure if there are changes to 
the DAC role in the SAU, these changes are also reflected in NEO. By doing so, we can 
maintain communication of important assessment related information. Please note 
NEO log in credentials are required to make these changes and the 
directions(https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-
files/Updating_DACs_NEO_1.pdf) are located on the assessment homepage.
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Welcome Back!

Team Changes 

• Krista Averill 

• Jodi Bossio-Smith

2022/23 Assessment Calendar 

General Reminders

• Updating of NEO for DAC / 
Tech Directors 

• Instructions available

• September monthly update 



• September monthly update is now available. Sent to DACs and tech 
coordinators/integrators 

• Feel free to reach out with future topics for consideration for inclusion.
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There are several significant changes happening this year for the NWEA Reading and 
Math assessment.

Moving forward, students in grades 3 through 8 and second year of high school are now 
required to complete the NWEA Reading and Math assessments. The Department will no 
longer require or provide the NWEA assessment for students in the third year of high 
school.

In addition, the Language Usage assessment is no longer required by the Department, 
although districts may administer the assessment if they choose.
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NWEA: Reading and Math

NEW for this school year:

• The NWEA Reading and Math assessments are 
now required for grades 3-8 and 2nd year of 

high school.

• The Language Usage assessment is no longer 

required by the Department.



The fall 2022 and winter 2023 Reading and Math assessments will continue to be the 
NWEA MAP Growth assessment.

The fall 2022 administration will be required and will take place from October 3rd to 
28th. The winter 2023 administration is optional and will occur from January 9th to 
February 3rd.

As you are pulling the NWEA assessment roster for the fall 2022 administration, please 

be aware that the rosters have been updated and no longer include 3rd year high 
schools.

Although we will not be providing new live trainings for NWEA MAP Growth this fall, 
updated pre-administration and administration trainings (slides and videos) are now 
available on the NWEA webpage on the Maine Comprehensive Assessment System site 
under the "Resources for the Fall and Winter MAP Growth Assessment" drop-down 
menu.
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NWEA: Reading and Math

Fall 2022 and Winter 2023 Administration

• NWEA MAP Growth Assessment

• Fall Required Assessment Window: October 3 – 28

• Winter Optional Assessment Window: January 9 –
February 3

• NEO Roster for Fall 2022
• 3 r d year h igh school students have been r emoved

• Updated Pre-Administration and Administration 
Trainings



2022-23 marks a transition year from the NWEA MAP Growth assessment to the Maine 
Through Year Assessment being developed by NWEA. The spring 2023 assessment 
window for the Through-Year Assessment is May 1st through 26th. 

Similar to MAP Growth, this will be a computer-adaptive assessment in which the 
difficulty of the questions a student receives depends on their performance. 

The Through-Year Assessment will also continue to produce a RIT score, allowing schools 

to use longitudinal RIT score data to inform instruction. In addition to a RIT score, the 
Through-Year Assessment will produce a new, four-digit scaled score that measures 
student performance according to grade-level standards.

Assessment administration will continue to be required in the fall and spring, with an 
optional winter assessment.

For more information on the transition to the Through-Year Assessment, please join me 
on September 21st from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. The registration link is in these slides and we 
will also post it in the chat.
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NWEA: Reading and Math 

Transition from the NWEA MAP Growth assessment to the 
Maine Through-Year Assessment

• Spring 2023: May 1 - 26

• Adaptive assessment

• Produces both a RIT score and a performance score

• Required fall and spring administration with an 
optional winter administration

• More information available at the NWEA Transition 
to Through-Year Assessment Training and Q&A on 
September 21st from 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.

• Registration link



The Maine Science Assessment will continue to be administered to students in grades 5, 
8, and third year of high school.

The assessment window for the Maine Science Assessment is May 15 through 26.

Practice assessments are now available for each grade level and can be found at the link 
in the slides. This link is also available on the Maine Science Assessment webpage: 
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/Generalscience

District Assessment Coordinator and School Assessment Coordinator field user access in 
ADAM closed on September 13, 2022 for construction and will re-open in March 2023 
for the spring assessment administration.

The Maine DOE also celebrates educator involvement in many of the critical aspects of 
the development of the Maine Science Assessment.

First, groups of Maine educators worked in July in a standard setting workshop. During 
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Maine Science Assessment Reminders

• Grades 5, 8, and third year of high school

• Assessment Window: May 15 – 26, 2023

• Practice Assessments

• DAC and SAC field user access in ADAM closed until 
March 2023

• Educator Involvement:

• Standard Setting

• Alignment Study

• Data Review

• Data from Spring 2022 will be available in late fall



this workshop, participants used the expected knowledge, skills, and abilities of students 
at each achievement level to differentiate the expectations for students performing 
above grade level, at grade level, below grade level, and well below grade level. Standard 
setting is one step towards producing reliable and usable data reports from the spring 
2022 and future Maine Science administrations.

In addition, Maine educators were recruited for an alignment study conducted in August 
as part of our assessment peer review process. The purpose of the alignment study was 
to ensure that the Maine Science Assessment is aligned with and meets the complexity of 
the Maine Learning Results, or Next Generation Science Standards.

In October, Maine educators will be working in data review committees to 
evaluate the statistical performance of recently 
administered assessment questions to ensure that each 
question is a valid and appropriate measure of the Maine 
Learning Result for that particular subject area and grade 
level.

Our science assessment vendor, New Meridian, is now 
applying the performance cuts determined during standard 
setting to the results files and will provide this to the 
Department. Once received, team members will complete 
necessary quality assurance checks (including verifying and 
aligning demographics) before providing to our reporting 
vendor, FocalPoint. Spring 2022 student results reports will 
be released in late fall with educators able to review within 
Maine’s Assessment & Accountability Reporting System 
(MAARS). Standard setting occurs only when there is a new 
assessment or new state standards, so moving forward, we 
are anticipating data to be available much sooner.
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No Maine Schools selected for NAEP 2023 Field Test - March 20 to April  14, 2023 
Enjoy the year off

PISA 2022 –
15 year olds
Fall 2022 administration window 10/03 - 11/25/2022
Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Financial l iteracy
Focus topic is Mathematics for 2022
PISA 2022 will  focus on mathematics, with an additional test of creative thinking. 
The new PISA 2022 mathematics framework was recently launched and is located at https://pisa2022-
maths.oecd.org/
Since 2000, PISA has involved more than 90 countries and economies and around 3, 000, 000 students 
worldwide

TIMSS 2023
4th/8thgrade: about 576,000 students in 64education systems
TIMSS 2023 focuses on how well students have learned the mathematics and science curricula in 
participating countries. Has been conducted every 4 years since 1995.
Assesses 4th-and 8th-graders in:  Mathematics, and Science achievement 
TIMSS 2023 Assessment dates:  March 1-May 31, 2023 

ICILS 2023 (No Maine Schools)
8thgrade: about 90,000 students in 30 education systems
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National & International 
Assessments - administration
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• No Maine Schools selected for NAEP
• 2023 Field Test

• March 20 to April 14, 2023

• PISA 2022 administration
• October 3, to November 25, 2022

• TIMSS 2023 administration
• March 1 to May 31, 2023



ICILS 2023 compares U.S. students’ skil ls and experience using technology with that of their peers in 
countries around the world. The United States participated in ICILS in 2018 along with 13 other education 
systems and will  participate again in 2023.
Assesses 8th-graders in:Computer & Information Literacy (CIL), and Computational Thinking (CT) 

ICILS 2023 Assessment dates:  March 1-May 31, 2023

4 
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The 2022 NAEP Mathematics and Reading results will be officially released on 

Monday, October 24, 2022 by NCES Commissioner Dr. Peggy Carr. National, 

state and TUDA results will be released.

Release information for NAEP 2022 LTT age 9 
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/highlights/ltt/2022/

More information from the National Assessment Governing Board about the release  

https://www.nagb.gov/naep-subject-areas/long-term-trend/2022-NAEP-Long-Term-
Trend-Release.html

PIRLS - Analysis and reporting (release date in December 2022 tentatively) 

https://timssandpirls.bc.edu/
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National & International 
Assessments - results
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• NAEP 2022 LTT Release (national level 
only)

• NAEP 2022 Main Study Mathematics and 
Reading Release – October 24, 2022

• PIRLS 2021 Analysis and Reporting



Here is the information pertaining to our state English language proficiency assessments, 
the ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs.  As a reminder, ELP assessment is a 
required component of the services and supports provided to all Maine multilingual 
learners. The DOE ESOL Team is currently in the process of reaching out to SAUs with low 
ACCESS participation rates for Winter 2022 to offer technical assistance in the 
administration of these assessments.  

As in past year, the assessment window will open the week after schools return from the 
winter break, and is 8 weeks long.  

During the last school year, the Assessment Team restructured technical support for 
Maine SAUs administering the ACCESS assessments.  One such change was that the DOE 
facilitated the initial materials ordering for all districts.  The intent was to remove this 

significant administrative task from the plates of ESOL administrators.  A secondary 
benefit to this change was that SAUs only received materials for students accurately 
enrolled as multilingual learners, with an EL Start Date in Synergy.  Similarly, alternate 
ACCESS assessments were only ordered for students who were accurately enrolled as 
both an ML and alternate assessment participant via the special education record.  
Please remind your ESOL colleagues, as well as local coordinators of enrollment, that 
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ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate 

ACCESS for ELLs 

ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs are Maine’s 
state assessment of English language proficiency for students 
identified as multilingual learners.

The assessment dates are 1/9/23 – 3/3/23

The assessment roster and initial materials order are generated 
based on current enrollment data in Synergy after the October 
enrollment deadline.

Please connect with your EL administrator or data specialist to 
ensure all multilingual learners have been given an EL Start 
Date in both local enrollment and Synergy.



only students who are enrolled in Synergy with an EL Start Date are eligible to participate 
in ACCESS.
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Now for some reminders about Maine’s alternate assessments based on alternate 
academic achievement standards.  Students participating in AA-AAAS must be enrolled 
with the alternate assessment flag checked in the Synergy special education record.  
These are students who have been determined eligible by the IEP Team using state 
guidance for eligibility.  

The team is aware that in many SAUs, the District Assessment Coordinator is not the 
coordinator for alternate assessments.  Please make sure that as communications come 

across your desk, that you are sharing these with the appropriate stakeholders, such as 
the Special Education Director and/or alternate assessment coordinator.  

The alternate assessments are administered once per year, this year from March 13th –
April 28th.     
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MSAA and MSAA Science

MSAA and MSAA Science are Maine’s alternate 

assessments in ELA/math/science for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities, who have been found 

eligible via the IEP Team process.

Alternate assessment dates for 2023: March 13th – April 28th

The assessment roster is generated based on current 
enrollment data in Synergy after the October enrollment 

deadline – the alternate assessment flag “checked” in the 
student’s special education record



The team is excited to share the availability of a technical assistance & support feature to 
be added to the assessment team pages. This brief Microsoft form will provide SAUs the 
opportunity to request targeted professional learning, support, and technical assistance 
from assessment team members.

The team continues to work with our reporting vendor to populate MAARS with MEA 
assessment data. Unfortunately, delays with NEO and Synergy in addition to the ESEA 
certification report impacted the timeline for data uploads. We are anticipating data sets 

will be available mid-Fall. Science data will be the last data set to be added due to the 
standard setting processes that transpired over the summer.

Office hours next month are scheduled for October 12th. As we will be in the middle of 
the NWEA assessment administration window, this will have an increased NWEA specific 
Q & A focus. Registration is available on the DOE Professional Learning Calendar.
As a general reminder we have the assessment security webinar on Sept. 19 at 2pm and 
a DAC orientation webinar on Sept. 22 at 12 noon. Registration is available on the DOE 
professional learning calendar.
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Coming Soon

Technical Assistance & Support feature

Assessment Data within MAARS platform

Assessment Security Webinar– 9/19 @ 2 pm

NWEA Transition to Through-Year Assessment – 9/21 @ 12 noon

DAC Orientation Webinar –9/22 @ 12 noon

Office Hours focus next month:

October 12th @ 12 noon

NWEA Administration Q & A / Updates



Review of Q from the chat 
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Questions & Answers



Please don’t hesitate to reach out to the team with any questions or concerns. 
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Questions or Support? 
@maine.gov

Jodi Bossio-Smith
• MSA A  Math & ELA/Literacy, MSAA Science

• A CCESS for ELLs & Alternate ACCESS for ELLs

Krista Averill
• N WEA Math & Reading 

• Maine Science

Regina Lewis

• N A EP & International Assessments

Cheryl Brackett, Management Analyst

Varun Motay, Data Analyst


