
Adult Education: Amy Poland (Amy.Poland@Maine.gov)
Assessment: Jodi Bossio-Smith (Jodi.Bossio-Smith@Maine.gov
Alternate and ELP Assessment: Mechelle Ganglfinger (Mechelle.GanglfingerMaine.gov
Early Learning: Nicole Madore (Nicole.Madore@Maine.gov)
ESOL: Jane Armstrong (Jane.Armstrong@Maine.gov)
Multilingual & Bilingual Education: Melanie Junkins (Melanie.Junkins@Maine.gov)
Office of Special Services and Inclusive Education: Leora Byras (Leora.Byras@Maine.gov)
Federal Team (ESEA/ESSA) Shelly Chasse Johndro (Shelly.Chassejohndro@Maine.gov)
Title III: Daniel Weeks (Daniel.Weeks@Maine.gov) 
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WIDA Screener Office Hours WIDA Screener Checklist Spotlight

Maine DOE Contacts

Legal Basis: Section 3111, Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 and Title I, Part A, Section 1111(b)(2)
(G)
Identification and screening of students is addressed in
Section 2 of the Maine Lau Plan Template and Guidance.  If a
student's Language Use Survey reflects a primary/home
language other than English (meaning that any of the three
questions is answered with a language other than or in
addition to English), an English language proficiency screener
must be administered. To ensure consistent and equitable
identification practices, school staff may not make subjective
decisions about which students will and will not be screened.

An updated WIDA Screener Checklist is available on the DOE
Multilingual Learner Identification webpage.
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New Exit Criteria for WIDA Alternate ACCESS
Maine’s new exit criteria for multilingual learners with the most significant cognitive disabilities participating in
the WIDA Alternate ACCESS has been established as an overall Composite Proficiency Level of 4.0. For
resources surrounding WIDA Alternate ACCESS score reports, scale scores/proficiency levels, and
communication with families, visit WIDA Alternate ACCESS.
For more information about Alternate ACCESS, participation criteria, and Maine DOE’s establishment of new
exit criteria, contact Jodi Bossio-Smith, Director of Assessment, at jodi.bossio-smith@maine.gov

Audience: School Administrative Unit
(SAU) leadership and staff

responsible for coordinating and/or
administering WIDA Screener for

multilingual learner identification.

Mondays, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
9/15, 10/20, 11/10, 12/8

Whether you’re new to WIDA
Screener or have questions about

specific resources like the
accommodation checklists, these

sessions offer a space to learn, ask
questions, and connect. 

Register HERE.

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/multilingual%20-%20Lau%20Plan%20Template%20and%20Guidance%20-%2011.22.2024.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/schools/enrollment/resources
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Multilingual%20Learning%20-%20WIDA%20Screener%20Checklist%20-%209.3.2025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/identification
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-access
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/AT2w0O-BTCSKVlsNAL6ZfA#/registration


UPDATED for the 2025/2026 School Year
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It is a federal requirement that all students who are
multilingual learners be identified within 30 days of
enrollment from the beginning of the school year. For
students enrolling at the start of the school year,
parents/guardians must be notified of their child’s
eligibility for English language development (ELD)
services within the same 30-day period. After the start
of the school year, SAUs must notify parents or
guardians within two weeks of their child’s
identification and placement in ELD programming.
There should be no delay in enrollment due to the
screening process.

Enrollment Timelines

Get It Right from the Start: 
Updated ML Data Upload & Reporting Checklist 

Accurate, consistent data collection and reporting are essential to identifying and supporting Multilingual Learners
across Maine. The newly updated Multilingual Learner Data Upload and Reporting Checklist (August 2025) outlines
the critical information SAUs must collect during the screening and identification process and how it should be
uploaded into local student information systems. Please review and share this resource with all staff responsible
for ML data collection, reporting, and compliance in your district.

Language Use Survey

Legal Basis: Section 3111, Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965, Title I, Part A, Section 1111(b)(2)
(G) 
A revised and updated Language Use Survey (LUS) from
the Maine DOE is now available in 29 languages, located
on Enrollment Resources webpage.

Each school administrative unit (SAU) must administer
the LUS to the family/guardian of every student, pre-K
through grade 12, enrolling in the SAU for the first time.
The LUS must be included in the SAU’s enrollment
packet or online enrollment system. 

The purpose of the LUS is to identify potential students
who are multilingual learners. The Multilingual Learner
Identification Decision Tree provides guidance on its use.
If any question is answered with a language other than
English, the student must be administered an English
Language Proficiency (ELP) screener. Please see the
Multilingual Learner Identification webpage for
information about the required screeners, training, and
identification thresholds by grade level. 
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              Did you know?

WIDA Alternate Screener, a specialized English Language
Proficiency (ELP) assessment for newly enrolled students
in grades K-12 with the most significant cognitive
disabilities, was released to states on July 1, 2025. To
ensure that comprehensive and applicable professional
learning can be developed and effectively shared with
SAU administrators and IEP teams, including multilingual
educators, Maine will not be utilizing the WIDA
Alternate Screener during the 2025-2026 school year.
More information will be shared as it is available.

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Data%20-%20Multilingual%20Learner%20Data%20-%208.27.2025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Data%20-%20Multilingual%20Learner%20Data%20-%208.27.2025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/enrollment/resources
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/enrollment/resources
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/identification


English Language Proficiency (ELP) Assessment Timeline 
SY 25-26 includes the following updates:

ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Administration 
This year’s administration window is 1/5/26-2/27/26.

Paper based request form notificaition deadline is
10/24/25. This is for students who require paper-based
materials per the IEP or 504 Plan.
NEW! Less than Four Domains (LT4D) notifications can
be submitted to the DOE starting 11/20/25. This is for
students who qualify for participation and reporting of
less than four domains due to a documented
exceptionality.

Visit DOE website to access the SY 25-26 ELP Assessment
Timeline which includes links to all notification forms.
  

Assessment Resources

WIDA 2025-2026 ACCESSIBILITY &
ACCOMMODATIONS MANUAL 

The 2025-2026 WIDA Accessibility and
Accommodations Manual is now available on
the Resources/Recursos page on the WIDA
website.  
This year’s updates include: 

An updated description of the Braille
(BR) accommodation for WIDA ACCESS
Paper, which includes the Speaking
domain beginning in 2025-2026 
The new Low Vision Script (LV)
accommodation for WIDA ACCESS for
Kindergarten 

Maine DOE Assessment

 Maine Comprehensive Assessment System (MECAS) |
Department of Education 
The 2025-2026 Accessibility and Accommodations Manual
for WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Screener is now available, along
with other assessment resources, on the WIDA website:
Accessibility and Accommodations. 

WIDA Resources

NEW!
What to Know: WIDA assessments in the 2025-
2026 school year 
Back to School 2025-2026 Update
Plan Curriculum, Instruction and Classroom
Assessment with WIDA Language Charts
Family and Community Engagement Webpage
(includes translated resources)

Access all upcoming and previously recorded WIDA webinars through your
WIDA Secure Portal account: Webinars | WIDA Secure Portal 
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https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/access
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/accessibility-accommodations
https://wida.wisc.edu/news/what-know-wida-assessments-2025-2026-school-year?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=WhatToKnowAssessmentsIn2025-2026
https://wida.wisc.edu/news/what-know-wida-assessments-2025-2026-school-year?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=WhatToKnowAssessmentsIn2025-2026
https://wida.wisc.edu/news/what-know-wida-assessments-2025-2026-school-year?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=WhatToKnowAssessmentsIn2025-2026
https://wida.wisc.edu/news/what-know-you-head-back-school-2025-26?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=BackToSchool2025-2026
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/resource-snapshot/plan-curriculum-instruction-and-classroom-assessment-wida-language?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=WIDASnapshotLanguageCharts
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/resource-snapshot/plan-curriculum-instruction-and-classroom-assessment-wida-language?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=WIDASnapshotLanguageCharts
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/resource-snapshot/plan-curriculum-instruction-and-classroom-assessment-wida-language?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=WIDASnapshotLanguageCharts
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/engagement?utm_source=CR-MM081825&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=EngagingFamiliesAndCommunities
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D136772%26elqTrackId%3D11F1CA36C1C84067F38602C3702341FB%26elq%3D4693bfbd8c7b452891915cc488197e4b%26elqaid%3D67763%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5361DFD74A5D199FAEFB5C64A0EFEF604E8210D32D02BBC045C04FDB11281768D&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cf2a15df07117472d5ff908ddb2458e64%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638862734374425116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4A6YzX%2Fp%2FigxmZ0XV%2F8x%2F9PSqG%2BPutggFX97tEe05fs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D136772%26elqTrackId%3D11F1CA36C1C84067F38602C3702341FB%26elq%3D4693bfbd8c7b452891915cc488197e4b%26elqaid%3D67763%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5361DFD74A5D199FAEFB5C64A0EFEF604E8210D32D02BBC045C04FDB11281768D&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cf2a15df07117472d5ff908ddb2458e64%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638862734374425116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4A6YzX%2Fp%2FigxmZ0XV%2F8x%2F9PSqG%2BPutggFX97tEe05fs%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.wida.us/webinar/webinarlist?utm_source=CR-MM080425&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=AssessmentWebinars
https://portal.wida.us/webinar/webinarlist?utm_source=CR-MM080425&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=AssessmentWebinars
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D136772%26elqTrackId%3D11F1CA36C1C84067F38602C3702341FB%26elq%3D4693bfbd8c7b452891915cc488197e4b%26elqaid%3D67763%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5361DFD74A5D199FAEFB5C64A0EFEF604E8210D32D02BBC045C04FDB11281768D&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cf2a15df07117472d5ff908ddb2458e64%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638862734374425116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4A6YzX%2Fp%2FigxmZ0XV%2F8x%2F9PSqG%2BPutggFX97tEe05fs%3D&reserved=0


SEAL
 OF 

BILITERACY

RESOURCES IN
18 LANGUAGES UPDATED

Are you a School or District Seal of Biliteracy
Coordinator, educator, administrator, student,
family member, or community liaison committed
to honoring bilingualism and multilingualism in
Maine? Join us for monthly virtual office hours,
held on the 4th Wednesday of each month from
September 24, 2025, to June 24, 2026

 VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS

Join for timely updates and reminders, ensure
equitable access for all eligible students, share
and learn best practices, and foster statewide
consistency and support. Whether you're
confirming student eligibility, navigating
implementation in your district, seeking
guidance on assessments or documentation, or
looking for meaningful ways to celebrate
students’ achievements, these drop-in sessions
offer a welcoming space to ask questions,
connect with peers, and access helpful
resources. Registration is required. 

To see the updated Coordinator’s Manual and
the New Resource kit, see the Maine DOE Seal of
Biliteracy page.

Community and Resource Updates 

2025 Maine Chinese Language Conference 
Saturday, October 11  8:30 -4:00 p.m., Husson Universityth

Registration is now open! Register HERE

2025 NETESOL Conference
Join educators from across Northern New England for a day
of learning, connection, and inspiration at the NNETESOL
2025 Annual Conference, “Opening Doors Through
Language and Literacy Instruction.”

Saturday, November 15  at Southern New Hampshire
University

th

Register HERE
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McKinney Vento

McKinney-Vento and Foster Care: New 2025-
2026 Monthly Office Hours available 3-4:00 PM
on the first Thursday of each month, starting
on September 4 .  Register here.th

If a student is experiencing housing instability
that presents as a barrier to accessing
education, do you know who your local
McKinney-Vento liaison is and how they can
assist? Click here to utilize the Maine DOE’s
McKinney-Vento liaison search tool. Sign up for
the McKinney-Vento newsletter here for
additional resources and updates. Contact
signe.lynch@maine.gov with questions.

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Multilingual%20Learning%20-%20Seal%20of%20Biliteracy%20Resource%20Kit%20-%207.16.2025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Multilingual%20Learning%20-%20Seal%20of%20Biliteracy%20Resource%20Kit%20-%207.16.2025.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Multilingual%20Learning%20-%20Maine%20Seal%20of%20Biliteracy%20Coordinator%20Manual%20-%207.25.2025.pdf
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/jCw7L_bORMurZucu6rTWdw
https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/learning/multilinguallearner/biliteracy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/learning/multilinguallearner/biliteracy
https://netorg4293651-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jingzhang_bangorchinese_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fjingzhang%5Fbangorchinese%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FMCLC%20Flyer%202025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fjingzhang%5Fbangorchinese%5Fcom%2FDocuments&ga=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfB4ABhdgCoUKwa9ZpD8I3kyhvu7DVhp0rBXx2em0HNjcaCZA/viewform
https://www.nnetesol.org/event-6149240
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmainestate.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FKBkdPS5BR8qVVh1Hqr4pcw&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Junkins%40maine.gov%7Cbc07076f55b44d54df1c08ddd5c83035%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638901777992335676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uGuBzTYNxTjilJ7Hus9IG2JfmwwmDpl7kQr6K5fbWDk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fschools%2Fsafeschools%2Fcounseling%2Fhighmobility%2Fhomelessed%2Fliaisonlookup&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Junkins%40maine.gov%7Cbc07076f55b44d54df1c08ddd5c83035%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638901777992356619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z%2BS%2BueZSuDrIFoShgHBEsC0hy8eOb5anGFU2FWZDVVE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaine.us2.list-manage.com%2Fsubscribe%3Fu%3Da582edd6473e477ef6307c769%26id%3D21283d239d&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Junkins%40maine.gov%7Cbc07076f55b44d54df1c08ddd5c83035%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638901777992370830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eKUVZzuLGyNeVwwp0AKJrzZMd5iGWCTJXn84re1t2t0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:signe.lynch@maine.gov


WIDA Webinar Offering

WIDA FACILITATED PROFESSIONAL LEARNING WEBINAR SERIES

Instruction and Collaboration to Support
Multilingual Learners with Disabilities

October 17, 2025   12-1:15 p.m. EST
In this WIDA webinar, you’ll explore instructional
planning and collaborative practices designed to
meet the diverse strengths and needs of multilingual
learners with disabilities. You’ll gain tools to support
both language development and accessibility, along
with strategies for fostering collaborative planning
that brings together multiple perspectives to better
understand the intersection of language and
disability. Join professional learning facilitator Lori
Hanna and professional learning curriculum
specialist Emily Kurth.

Registration is required. 

  
Expanding Reading Instruction with Multilingual Learners: 10/6 and 10/20, 3-4:30 p.m.  

    Enrollment Deadline: September 26
When Language and Disability Meet: Planning Instruction to Support Multilingual Learners who
are Dually Identified: 11/13 and 11/20, 3:15-5:00 p.m. 

Enrollment Deadline: November 3
 
To register, visit DOE website: ML Programs Professional Learning. Each session will be capped at 60
participants. Small cohorts are encouraged to attend: ESOL, SPED, content teachers, literacy specialists,
building leaders, MTSS roles. 
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 WIDA Language Charts: 
A Brand-New Resource 

The WIDA Language Charts are a brand-new resource
that can help educators understand and communicate

the expectations of the revised ACCESS for ELLs
assessment (WIDA ACCESS), which everyone will use in

the 2025-2026 WIDA testing year. 
 

These charts are a significant step in connecting WIDA
assessments to the WIDA English Language Development

Standards Framework, 2020 Edition. The new charts
make the Proficiency Level Descriptors (PLDs) clearer,
more actionable and directly connected to classroom

instruction.

Check out the most recent article from WIDA  
Experts answer WIDA Language Charts Questions
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https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/wida-webinars
https://www.maine.gov/doe/calendar#calendar-6c6f22e1-033b-47cd-8ea3-0906acf8c9e4-event-a528ff17-8360-47ed-a9c6-99b219c994df
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/pl#calendar-6c6f22e1-033b-47cd-8ea3-0906acf8c9e4-event-ba8362f3-b2e3-4163-abcd-422219fa810a
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/pl#calendar-6c6f22e1-033b-47cd-8ea3-0906acf8c9e4-event-ba8362f3-b2e3-4163-abcd-422219fa810a
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/pl
https://wida.wisc.edu/revisingaccess#language-charts
https://wida.wisc.edu/news/experts-answer-wida-language-charts-questions

