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Maine Department of Education 
Mission

To promote the best learning opportunities for 
all Maine students by: 

• Focusing on a whole student approach.

• Encouraging innovation.

• Respecting educators.

• Providing information, guidance, professional 
learning, and support to schools and educators.

• Providing adequate and equitable school 
funding and resources.

• Inspiring trust in our schools.



Collaboration

Supporting Maine's 
multilingual 

population is a shared 
responsibility. 
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Learning Objectives

1. Utilize state level data to create context and meaning 
for content and language integration at the local level

2. Build foundational background knowledge about 
federal requirements, language acquisition, English 
language proficiency levels, and Maine’s English language 
proficiency standards

3. Highlight a strengths-based approach to anchor 
universal design and access for multilingual learners 
using the PLUSS Framework

4. Provide actionable resources to support purposeful, 
grade level planning and scaffolding through 
collaboration
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Webinar 
Resources
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Time to Connect!
Can you guess the top language, other than English, represented in Maine?



66Maine DOE Multilingual Learner Dashboard

https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard
https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard
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A Note on Terminology

In Maine, students whose primary 
language is not English are called 
multilingual learners (MLs), while federal 
law uses the term English learners. 

The Maine DOE uses this asset-based 
term to highlight students’ strengths and 
the value of supporting all languages.

Honoring and Celebrating All Languages Spoken By Maine Students With the Shift to Multilingual Learners Terminology – Maine DOE Newsroom

https://mainedoenews.net/2022/03/29/honoring-and-celebrating-all-languages-spoken-by-maine-students-with-the-shift-to-multilingual-learners-terminology/
https://mainedoenews.net/2022/03/29/honoring-and-celebrating-all-languages-spoken-by-maine-students-with-the-shift-to-multilingual-learners-terminology/
https://mainedoenews.net/2022/03/29/honoring-and-celebrating-all-languages-spoken-by-maine-students-with-the-shift-to-multilingual-learners-terminology/
https://mainedoenews.net/2022/03/29/honoring-and-celebrating-all-languages-spoken-by-maine-students-with-the-shift-to-multilingual-learners-terminology/
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Data Dive: 
Why Multilingual Learners? 

Maine schools (PreK–12) saw an 11.5% increase in 
multilingual learners from 2024 to 2025, adding 
2,665 students over the past three years. 

About 60% of School Administrative Units (SAUs) 
enroll MLs, and nearly 88% of those have fewer 
than 50 students.

Maine DOE Multilingual Learner Dashboard

https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard
https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard


99https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-warehouse/reporting/enrollment
 

Multilingual Learner Data Comparison

https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-warehouse/reporting/enrollment
https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-warehouse/reporting/enrollment
https://www.maine.gov/doe/data-warehouse/reporting/enrollment


1010Maine DOE Multilingual Learner Dashboard

Multilingual Learner Data Dashboard

https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard
https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard
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Building Background Knowledge



Multilingual Services and Program Requirements

All students who are multilingual 
learners are entitled to English 
language support services that 
ensure meaningful access to grade-
level curriculum. 

English language development 
must occur concurrently with the 
acquisition of academic content.
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• DOE Administrative Letter 2

Federal and State Policy - Multilingual Learners | Department of Education

https://mainedoenews.net/2025/10/10/administrative-letter-legal-requirements-to-provide-english-language-acquisition-services-to-students-who-are-multilingual-learners-revised-october-9-2025/
https://mainedoenews.net/2025/10/10/administrative-letter-legal-requirements-to-provide-english-language-acquisition-services-to-students-who-are-multilingual-learners-revised-october-9-2025/
https://x.com/boutwellmrs/status/1427640710409429007?s=10
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/policy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/policy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/policy
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Geographic Equity for Multilingual Programming

• High Incidence: 100+ students
• Mid-level: 50-99 students
• Low-Incidence: less than 50

ML 
Identification

• WIDA 
Screener

• ML data 
upload to 
School 
Information 
System (SIS)

ML 
Instruction

• Evidence-
based 
curriculum

• Explicit & 
systematic 
instruction 
led by ESOL 
660 certified 
teacher

Assessment

• Required 
annual 
language 
assessment: 
WIDA 
ACCESS and 
Alternate 
ACCESS

87.8%
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Multilingual Programming Roles & Responsibilities 

Collaboration is the key to 
success. 

Clear responsibilities create 
strong support and equitable 
access to learning. 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/services

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/services
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Embracing a Strengths-Based Approach

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/toolkit

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/toolkit
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Support Ed 

Support Ed. com

https://supported.com/
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Jim Cummins, 1979

Beyond the Surface:  Understanding Language Development
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Beyond the Surface: Stages of Language Acquisition
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Activity: Breakout Rooms

• With a partner, describe your favorite 
childhood toy as if you are a student 
in the early production stage of 
learning English.

• Take turns describing your toy and 
see if your partner can guess. 

Player 1: Take 30 seconds using body 
language and 1-2 words.
Player 2: Wait 30 seconds before making 
a guess.

Switch roles.

  

        1-2 words 
        phrases

  

Stages of Language Acquisition 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Multilingual%20Learning%20-%20Beyond%20the%20Surface%20Stages%20of%20Language%20Acquisition%20-%204.28.2025.pdf
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▪ What did you notice?

▪ How did you feel? 

▪ What did you need to understand about the prompt to be able 
to do it?

▪ What scaffolds might have been helpful, both in understanding 
the directions AND communicating with your partner?

Whole Group
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4.5 composite on WIDA ACCESS
Maine’s ELP score for reclassification
Students “exit” ML services and are monitored for 2 years

4.0 composite on WIDA Alternate ACCESS*
Maine’s ELP score for reclassification
Students “exit” ML services and are monitored for 2 years
* For students identified with an IEP with the most significant cognitive disabilities

English Language Proficiency Levels
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Activating Prior Knowledge

Student Vignettes
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Independent Activity
▪ Identify each student’s English Language Proficiency 

(ELP) level using prior knowledge and context clues 

▪ Determine possible “teacher moves” at each ELP level to 
support student access to content and language
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Manuel moved to the United States from El Salvador when he was 13 
years old. In El Salvador, he worked on his uncle’s bus as the ticket 
taker and money exchanger. He is a very polite Spanish speaker who 
came to the United States without any formal school or prior exposure 
to English. 

Consider this student…
What might a 
deficit-based 
view sound like?
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Reframing Our Perspective
What CAN this student do?

▪ Can speak Spanish. 
▪ Has the depth of cultural experience. 
▪ Has lived in more than one place and experienced some differences to 

share. 
▪ Has depth of math experience as a money exchanger. 

Manuel…
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“Reading and writing float on a sea of talk.” (James Britton, 1970)

Instructional Planning Resource #1
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WIDA “Can Do” Name ChartsWIDA “Can Do” Name Charts



1. Differentiate Instruction: Tailor lesson 
activities to match students' language 
proficiency, making content more 
accessible while maintaining rigor.

2. Set Language Objectives: Establish 
clear language goals aligned with 
academic content, ensuring students 
can engage meaningfully in each 
subject.

3. Collaborate Effectively: Share the 
descriptors with general education 
teachers to foster a shared language for 
planning and supporting MLs.

4. Track Progress: Use the descriptors as 
a guide to observe student growth 
across the language domains—listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing.
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Maine’s English Language Proficiency Assessment
WIDA ACCESS

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/scores-reports

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/scores-reports
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/scores-reports
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/scores-reports


3131

Maine’s English Language Proficiency Assessment
WIDA Alternate ACCESS
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Making Meaning: 
Expressive and Interpretative Considerations

Speaking Writing 

Listening Reading 

As the teacher… 
✓ What is your dominant domain of instruction?
✓ What domain do you expect students to use most frequently?
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Did you SWIRL today? Every class, every day!
Teacher Talk Still Dominates: 
Teachers talk 60–75% of class time in most K–12 
settings (Fisher, Frey, & Hattie, 2021; Walsh & Sattes, 
2015).

Student Talk Fuels Learning: 
Explaining, questioning, and debating improves 
comprehension, reasoning, and content mastery 
(Applebee et al., 2003; Michaels & O’Connor, 2012).

Multilingual Learners Benefit Most: 
Oral language practice is essential for both 
academic achievement and English 
development (Gibbons, 2015; WIDA, 2020).

Quality Over Quantity: 
Rich, dialogic talk—where students explain 
thinking and respond to peers—drives deeper 
learning more than short IRE exchanges (Resnick, 
Michaels, & O’Connor, 2010).
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Data Dive: Why Content & Language Integration Matter

Maine DOE Multilingual Learner Dashboard

https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard
https://www.maine.gov/doe/index.php/Multilinguallearnerdatadashboard
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PLUSS Framework



3636Project Lee Home - Project Lee

PLUSS Framework

https://www.projectlee.org/
https://www.projectlee.org/
https://www.projectlee.org/
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Instructional Planning Resource #2



3838
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A person giving a presentation

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://youtu.be/uq3CngTUrgs


4040https://youtu.be/_JCNiPxn0XI?si=TxQ6MNO1X3IT9rx7

Reading and Thinking Like Scientists: 
Strategies for Making Meaning from Complex Scientific Text

A person standing in front of a group of people

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://youtu.be/_JCNiPxn0XI?si=TxQ6MNO1X3IT9rx7
https://youtu.be/_JCNiPxn0XI?si=TxQ6MNO1X3IT9rx7


4141

Video Debriefs

• What captured your 
attention in this video?

• What might you implement 
or extend to support 
language instruction?

• What do you want to know 
more about?
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✓ The PLUSS Framework supports you in:

•Planning & Preparation – clear content + language goals

•Learning & Teaching – structured, scaffolded instruction

•Using Data – formative assessment to guide teaching

•Systemic Supports – collaboration & consistency

•Sustainability – ongoing, adaptable, equitable practices



4343

Lesson Planning Application
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Maine’s English Language Proficiency Standards
ESSA, Title 1, Section 1111(b)(1)(F) 

States are required to have ELD Standards that align with an annual summative language 
assessment to monitor language growth and development for identified multilingual learners.

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
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Expressive and Interpretive: 
Modes of Communication

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
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Key Language Uses

WIDA Key Language Uses

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf#page=28
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Classroom Example
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Instructional Considerations: Grades 6-8

ELD Standards Framework

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
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Language Functions and Supports
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Step 1:  Review the appropriate grade level lesson

 4th Grade Science Lesson Plan 
How Plants Make Their Own Food

 8th Grade Science Lesson Plan 
Photosynthesis

Step 2: Review the WIDA Key Language Uses and Language Functions 
document.

What Key Language Uses and Language Functions are visible in the 
example lesson?

Making Language Visible
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Making Language Visible: You Do!

First, identify a unit of study and content standard you are 
currently teaching or plan to teach this year.

Then, using AI, embed PLUSS Framework and WIDA English 
Language Proficiency levels with the content standard.

Last, document your thinking on the shared Note Catcher:
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What is the predominant WIDA Key Language 
use/s in your content?

What language functions are required? 

How are students expected to communicate 
in your class?

Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing

Language: Visible and Invisible
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What is a scaffold?

A scaffold is a temporary support a 
teacher provides to a students that 
enables the student to perform a task 
they would not be able to perform 
alone (Gibbons, 2015; National Governors 
Association for Best Practices, CCSSO, 2010.)

Scaffolding includes both macro 
(planned scaffolding) and micro (in-
the-moment, spontaneous 
scaffolding.) Unlocking Multilingual Learners’ 
Potential, Chapter 3
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Support Ed

https://supported.com/printables/

Categories of Scaffolds

https://supported.com/printables/
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Categories of Scaffolds
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Instructional Materials



5757Bilingual Glossaries and Cognates | NYU Steinhardt

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/statewide-rbern/resources/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates#cognate
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Instructional Practice #1 
Picture Word Inductive Model

https://youtu.be/7hqb0nU1J64?si=fxpMEyXgILqN1hIl

https://youtu.be/7hqb0nU1J64?si=fxpMEyXgILqN1hIl
https://youtu.be/7hqb0nU1J64?si=fxpMEyXgILqN1hIl
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1. Label the image 
• Nouns
• Adjectives
• Verbs

2. Talk about the picture 
• Whole group
• Pairs

-Use sentence stems to extend 
discourse
-Use sentence stems to incorporate 
specific vocabulary, higher order 
thinking, and fluency

Days 1 & 2

Day 3

3. Write sentences (group, pairs, solo)
Day 4



6060What is translanguaging? | SupportEd

…to leverage the 
cultural and 
linguistic assets of 
multilingual learners 
through the 
strategic inclusion of 
their home 
language(s) during 
instruction.

Instructional Practice #2
Translanguaging

https://supported.com/what-is-translanguaging/
https://supported.com/what-is-translanguaging/
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Video Link 

https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/me

https://grow.wida.us/courses/882/pages/how-do-multilingual-readers-make-sense-of-texts?module_item_id=33802
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/me
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Linguistic Scaffolds with Intention & Purpose

Heritage language (L1)
Culture and identity

English language development
“language of school”

As a teacher of both language and content, I need to consider…



6363Supporting Multilingual Learners with Translation: What's the Right Balance? - The All-Access Classroom

https://www.theallaccessclassroom.com/supporting-multilingual-learners-with-translation-whats-the-right-balance/
https://www.theallaccessclassroom.com/supporting-multilingual-learners-with-translation-whats-the-right-balance/
https://www.theallaccessclassroom.com/supporting-multilingual-learners-with-translation-whats-the-right-balance/
https://www.theallaccessclassroom.com/supporting-multilingual-learners-with-translation-whats-the-right-balance/
https://www.theallaccessclassroom.com/supporting-multilingual-learners-with-translation-whats-the-right-balance/
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 In Review:

What is one scaffold that you can intentionally integrate into planning 
and instruction to ensure that multilingual learners have proper linguistic 
support to access grade-level instruction and content?
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Shifting Paradigms: Language as Universal

Integrating 
language and 
content learning

Building on what 
students and 
teachers can do

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/FocusBulletin-Collaboration.pdf

ESOL
ESOL

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/FocusBulletin-Collaboration.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/FocusBulletin-Collaboration.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/FocusBulletin-Collaboration.pdf
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When we use visuals, gestures, 
modeling, sentence frames, and 
student home languages, we 
aren’t “simplifying” learning—
we're amplifying understanding.

How do you plan to 
make language visible 
for all students?
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Thank you. 
For additional resources or questions, 

please visit Multilingual Learners | Department of Education

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
http://www.maine.gov/doe
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Professional Learning & Resources

69



7070Maine

https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/me
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A selection of 30 picture books 
with embedded SEL-aligned 
discussion questions featuring 
the experiences of immigrant 
families and their new 
generations.

The Maine DOE has partnered with the non-profit I’m 
Your Neighbor Books to bring two incredible resources 
to every district in the state: 

The Welcoming Library: Pine Collection 
The Pine Professional Development series

https://www.maine.gov/doe/pineproject

https://www.maine.gov/doe/pineproject


7272ELL Strategy Library | Colorín Colorado

https://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-strategy-library
https://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-strategy-library
https://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-strategy-library


73https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/

https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
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