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Education Specialist III
Office of Special Services and Inclusive Education 
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English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) State Specialist

To promote the best learning opportunities 
for all Maine students by providing 
information, guidance, and support to our 
schools, educators, and leaders and by 
providing adequate and equitable school 
funding and resources.



2

Office of 
Teaching 

and Learning

Office of Special 
Services and 

Inclusive Education

Office of 
School and 

Student 
Supports

Office of 
Federal 

Programs

Data Team

Communication 
Team

Certification

Office of 
Innovation

Maine Department 
of Education 

COLLABORATION

Supporting Maine's multilingual 
population is a shared 
responsibility. 
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Who is here today?
40 School Administrative Units 
(SAUs)

10 organizations 
-Catholic Charities
-Margaret Murphy Center
-Morrison Center
-Panorama Speech Therapy
-School Psychology Associates
-Southern Maine Administrative 
Collaborative
-Woodfords Family Services
-Maine Health
-University of Maine
-Dirigo Consulting

Additional Cohorts
-Child Development Services
-Maine DOE 



Group Norms
• Mute yourselves when not 

speaking to avoid disruptions.
• Use the chat to record questions, 

comments and/or wonderings.
• Collaborate with one another in 

the chat.
• We will respond to questions 

during the session or through 
follow-up emails.
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Today’s Focus:

IEPs for MLs: Final Session with Case 
Example
 
• Presentation
• Workshop
• Discussion
• Wrap Up 
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c

Participation in this session and 
completion of suggested pre-work will 
receive 2 professional contact hours. 



6

OSEP Fast Facts: Students with Disabilities who are 
English Learners (ELs) Served Under IDEA Part B

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-students-with-disabilities-english-learners
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-students-with-disabilities-english-learners


7MDOE Multilingual Learners with Disabilities

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/MLdisabilities
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- These examples are intended to be used in a variety of professional learning contexts 

to encourage thinking about English learners with significant cognitive disabilities; 

they are not designed to provide recommendations or approaches for supporting 

English learners with significant cognitive disabilities.
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Case Example
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Come back at 3:58 p.m.
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Q1 Q2

Q3 Q4
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Here we will stop the 
recording.
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Pause & reflect on the Intersection of English 
Language Acquistion and Individualized Education 
Program learning series:

• I used to think...  

• Now I think...

• This will impact my practice...

Type responses in chat or click             to share out loud. 
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June 24th TESOL Advocacy 
Panel Webinar

June 17th MDOE Strengthening 
Student & Family Engagement

Upcoming Professional Learning Opportunities

https://tesol-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/TfQi0CzRThmCTHyfQOqrPA#/registration
https://tesol-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/TfQi0CzRThmCTHyfQOqrPA#/registration
https://mainedoenews.net/2025/04/17/maine-doe-launches-professional-learning-series-supporting-multilingual-learners-transitioning-into-maine-high-schools/
https://mainedoenews.net/2025/04/17/maine-doe-launches-professional-learning-series-supporting-multilingual-learners-transitioning-into-maine-high-schools/
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Online Graduate Certificate in Multilingual Special Education (five three-credit courses)

• Three courses in our language development/literacy program 
• ELL 570: Methods of TESOL 
• ELL 572: Second Language Acquisition
• ERL 531: Linguistic Diversity, Multilingualism and the Classroom 

• Two courses in our special education program 
• SED 502: Strategies for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students with Disabilities 

(Fall/Summer)
• SED 545: Intervention for Reading Difficulties (Fall/Spring; if working with K-12 students) 

OR
• SED 529: Developmentally Appropriate Reading Instruction for Diverse Young Learners 

(Spring/Summer; if working with the birth to five population)

Current Program Offerings

https://online.umaine.edu/online-graduate-certificate-in-multilingual-special-education/


18

Final Survey

https://forms.office.com/g/jyMZKWew1K

https://forms.office.com/g/jyMZKWew1K


Maine DOE Contact Information
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Office of Teaching and Learning

Jane Armstrong
State ESOL Specialist
Jane.Armstrong@maine.gov

Melissa Frans
Teacher Leader Fellow, 2024-2025
Melissa.Frans@maine.gov

Office of Special Services & Inclusive Education

Leora Byras
Education Specialist III
Leora.Byras@maine.gov

mailto:Jane.armstrong@maine.gov
mailto:Melissa.Frans@maine.gov
mailto:Leora.byras@maine.gov


20

Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
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