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Maine DOE Contacts

WIDA ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Testing Window, 2026

Testing Window: January 5 - February 27, 2026
All multilingual learners in Grades K-12 are required to participate in WIDA ACCESS.  
Visit DOE’s English Language Proficiency Assessments or contact Mechelle Ganglfinger, Alternate and ELP
Assessment Coordinator, at Mechelle.Ganglfinger@maine.gov for more information.

As we conclude 2025 and prepare to enter a new year, we extend our sincere appreciation to educators across Maine who
support multilingual learners. Your professionalism, expertise, and sustained commitment play a vital role in advancing
equitable educational opportunities for students and families throughout the state.

This time of transition provides an opportunity to reflect on the collective impact of our work. Through collaboration,
ongoing professional learning, and shared responsibility, you continue to champion integrated approaches that strengthen
access, coherence, and instructional support for multilingual learners.

Thank you for your dedication, leadership, and advocacy. As you enter the winter break, we wish you time for rest and
renewal as we look ahead to the work of 2026—bringing continued opportunities for learning, collaboration, and thoughtful
implementation to strengthen support for multilingual learners further.

With gratitude and appreciation,
Jane and Melanie

The Maine Solutionaries Literacy Engagement Project is kicking off on January 27th from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm in Augusta! This free
integrated professional learning opportunity focuses on educating students to be Solutionaries while strengthening content literacy skills. It
is available for grades 4-12 and applicable to any content.
 
Up to 30 teachers can participate in the in-person and virtual training and develop a plan for how they will use the Solutionary Framework
with their students. There will be an in-person kickoff on January 27 in Augusta, followed by weekly Zoom sessions through February and
March. Teachers have the opportunity to earn their Solutionary Micro-credential from the Institute for Humane Education, 45 contact
hours, specialized content literacy training from national expert Cris Tovani, free resources, and coaching – all free of charge. Teachers are
encouraged to register in pairs or teams. Reserve your spot by filling out this registration form. 

Maine Solutionaries Literacy Engagement Project 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/materials/access
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhumaneeducation.org%2Fuse-the-solutionary-framework-to-transform-teaching-and-learning-for-real%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJane.Armstrong%40maine.gov%7Ccaf69d0018c34814b1cf08de3d95480c%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639015908536694390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6XU45Scl8kIGcjj1CSta5gvxApg%2Fjegp5V9HuH%2FCr2M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeY083cOYkUGipzQdQUPLguZpCqgMeDl1vtRhmHkkjrqmaKcw%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Ddialog&data=05%7C02%7CJane.Armstrong%40maine.gov%7Ccaf69d0018c34814b1cf08de3d95480c%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639015908536733796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nYJW9%2FtGU2yuCf3a9vxZe7KDsPJjxLzPbhPgQXoRBXs%3D&reserved=0


WIDA ACCESS: Required Training
WIDA ACCESS data is utilized at the state, SAU, school, and student levels for various important purposes. It is critically
important to a valid and reliable administration of these assessments that all Maine Test Administrators (TAs) have
completed the most up-to-date, mandatory training requirements via the WIDA Secure Portal.
*See table for specific requirements for assessment training and date of completion per assessment.
WIDA ACCESS: Accessibility
Accessibility features are available across WIDA assessments, with the intended purpose of removing potential barriers to
student access. In an assessment environment, students should have the opportunity for full participation by accessing
familiar tools as needed and appropriate.
Find more information about accessibility on WIDA ACCESS in the following locations:

WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations Manual
English Language Proficiency Assessments | Department of Education (see Special Forms)
WIDA ACCESS Online Accommodations Checklist
WIDA ACCESS Paper Accommodations Checklist

WIDA ACCESS: Materials
Initial paper materials were shipped to Maine SAU central offices on December 11-12, and those materials were
calculated based on the final October enrollment data submitted by each SAU to the state. The Additional Materials
Ordering Window has now opened in WIDA AMS. DRC users with District-level access can submit orders for additional
materials if enrollment numbers have updated.

All WIDA ACCESS paper materials need to be stored securely when students are not testing. 
Maine SAUs are responsible for maintaining test security both during and after the administration window by
ensuring materials are inventoried and stored, and all are returned to DRC following the administration.
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Maine DOE Assessment Updates

For English Language Proficiency
assessment questions, contact

Mechelle.Ganglfinger@maine.gov

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2FTesting_Accountability%2FMECAS%2Fmaterials%2Faccess&data=05%7C02%7CJane.Armstrong%40maine.gov%7C3ed781b9102843cb22c508de3bdff521%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639014030276017697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GcoSjSktdPKdeH9UsE9EeOVispYKyYGY%2FTgOu2a77X8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwida.wisc.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fchecklists%2FME-online-checklist.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJane.Armstrong%40maine.gov%7C3ed781b9102843cb22c508de3bdff521%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639014030276041722%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u1jbdyaDCY1edqOF%2Bkvta74fh04omTbaeKuONr3vR0A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwida.wisc.edu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fchecklists%2FME-paper-checklist.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJane.Armstrong%40maine.gov%7C3ed781b9102843cb22c508de3bdff521%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639014030276059161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AMitUz1Vmhul7B%2FEVzj1h%2FJePc9ivqmb9cAlT2%2FZwzc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mechelle.ganglfinger@maine.gov
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New WIDA Webinar Partners in Language: Collaborating to Implement the WIDA ELD Standards Framework
February 17, 2026, 11:00-12:15 p.m. EST. This webinar will feature educators reflecting on practical ways of collaborating across
roles to deliver language-rich lessons rooted in the WIDA ELD Standards Framework, 2020 Edition. 
Register for this WIDA Webinar today 
WIDA highlights a Speech Language Pathologist from Maine!
WIDA’s Supporting Multilingual Learners With Disabilities webpage has resources to help you support multilingual learners with
disabilities through guidance, tools, and stories from the field that promote education and access for all students. Whether you
teach multilingual learners with Individual Education Programs (IEPs), design inclusive instruction, or lead professional learning,
this is your new go-to resource for creating meaningful learning experiences.
New WIDA Handout: Steps for Scaffolding Socratic Seminars
Multilingual learners need opportunities to build their language skills with and through grade-level content. One way to engage in
content-centered language development is through Socratic seminars. Download a detailed handout on Socratic seminars on the
new Standards in Action WIDA webpage. 
WIDA Assessment Participation Surveys 
WIDA wants to hear from you.

Annual assessment event participation survey (this covers our general assessment events)
Alternate assessment event participation survey (this covers our alternate assessment events)

Want to be considered for a future WIDA assessment event? 
Find both participation surveys on the Building a WIDA Assessment page (in the Educator Involvement section). WIDA will contact
selected participants on a rolling basis throughout the 2025-2026 school year. 

*To participate in a WIDA alternate assessment event, you must be an educator who has experience working with multilingual
learners with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

WIDA Professional Learning Offerings and Resources

Upcoming WIDA Facilitated Workshops 
for Maine Educators 

Expanding Reading Instruction with Multilingual Learners
March 23  and 30 , 2026,    Virtual, 3:30-5 p.m.    Register HERErd th

Participants will learn ways to build on and expand current approaches to
teaching reading and to engage multilingual learners in the interactions that
support reading development, K-12.             60 slots available!
Engaging Secondary Newcomers in Content-Area Literacy
May 8, 2026,        Full-day, in-person workshop in Augusta
In this 1-day workshop, educators will explore key factors that influence
literacy development in content areas, focusing on how to engage students in
content learning. Participants will learn strategies to analyze newcomers’
literacy strengths and identify areas for growth. Through practical
application, educators will gain tools for scaffolding instruction to ensure
secondary newcomers can engage with grade-level content in reading and
writing, promoting their academic success.      Details coming soon!
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D157156%26elqTrackId%3D79A986EC2BFAE906A0E8843F84BCF67E%26elq%3D222ff36f62394df8bafaedba7da9e9aa%26elqaid%3D75827%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF516BCD135DA23307F257CFE2CCDE9B687AD40A1DEFDB0CDB0B12CFEC6F346079A&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Ced8bcc59824a4e03aa5808de3c9abb75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639014832480250674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GM8okxpu6GgHACXZMKujCFC1KdhcWYU7Wu4aNgrOr%2Bc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D157155%26elqTrackId%3DBE8AAAEC5569F3FAFF9EA7EF9DE97AAD%26elq%3D222ff36f62394df8bafaedba7da9e9aa%26elqaid%3D75827%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5C1258E14A9E26EAE18656599179C5BB8AD40A1DEFDB0CDB0B12CFEC6F346079A&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Ced8bcc59824a4e03aa5808de3c9abb75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639014832480267295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NNhk6j%2BjAUTtYpWJ88gWxpFyPS5hdtxAGUOqwiKesw8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D157155%26elqTrackId%3DBE8AAAEC5569F3FAFF9EA7EF9DE97AAD%26elq%3D222ff36f62394df8bafaedba7da9e9aa%26elqaid%3D75827%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5C1258E14A9E26EAE18656599179C5BB8AD40A1DEFDB0CDB0B12CFEC6F346079A&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Ced8bcc59824a4e03aa5808de3c9abb75%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639014832480267295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NNhk6j%2BjAUTtYpWJ88gWxpFyPS5hdtxAGUOqwiKesw8%3D&reserved=0
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/scaffolding-socratic-seminars?utm_source=MK-ST121625&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=StandardsNews&utm_content=standards-in-action-scaffolding-socratic-seminar
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/in-action
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D154809%26elqTrackId%3DE08B368CE5501BB28CC2212B8F91D2F3%26elq%3Dce3361be141c47d6809f322fd28e3de9%26elqaid%3D74980%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5E61B1DAEB8C6DFF8104C8E4259E451A18D29D62E322B746058CCC1F030470773&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Ce32661938f884c22228508de31921fb6%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639002700867103774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1BsNTio2C6vhs8%2FiRyaXFjguFO8fTa6tNZdqkqSTsZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/g/wVirepJ70d
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The Maine Seal of Biliteracy continues to grow across
the state, with an increasing number of students
earning recognition for their multilingual skills each
year. As we look ahead, schools are encouraged to
keep an eye on upcoming Seal of Biliteracy timelines,
including assessment windows, application deadlines,
and transcript notation dates. Early planning and
communication with students, families, counselors,
and world language and ML staff can help ensure that
all eligible students have the opportunity to
participate and be recognized for their biliteracy
achievements.

Seal of Biliteracy World Language GIS Map

The Maine Department of Education (DOE) is
introducing a new resource designed to support the
expansion of world language opportunities for students
across the state: the Graphic Information System (GIS)
World Language Educator Map.

Available on the Maine DOE World Languages webpage,
this interactive map provides a statewide view of where
world language instruction is offered and the language
options available. On the map, each Maine school
offering world language instruction appears as an
interactive point, displaying the school administrative
unit (SAU) that the school is a part of, as well as the
language(s) taught.

These insights directly support the development of pre-
K–12 pathways that prepare students for the Maine Seal
of Biliteracy.

Maine DOE Newsroom Article
World Language Webpage
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              Did you know?
You might already have students who are eligible for
the Maine Seal of Biliteracy, but they’re not in a world
language class. They may not have a multilingual
learner (ML) identification.

The flyers included in the Maine Seal of Biliteracy
Resource Kit are designed to help schools identify all
potential candidates, including heritage speakers,
students who use another language at home,
newcomers who exited ML services, and students who
developed bilingualism outside of school. Sharing these
flyers with families, counselors, advisors, and
community partners can surface students whose
language assets may otherwise go unrecognized.
                 

Making these resources visible is a
simple first step toward ensuring
equitable access to the Seal and

honoring the full range of students’
linguistic strengths across Maine.

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content/worldlanguages
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content/world-language/biliteracy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content/world-language/biliteracy
https://mainedoenews.net/2025/12/05/maine-doe-launches-gis-world-language-educator-map-to-support-expansion-of-world-language-opportunities-statewide/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content/worldlanguages
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March 6: Mapmaking with Renee Keul of Osher Public Map Library, Portland 
A hands-on exploration of how mapmaking strengthens foundational literacy skills across disciplines. Led by Renne Keul of the
Osher Public Map Library, this workshop examines how creating and interpreting maps activates the same cognitive processes
that support literacy development. Participants will explore maps from diverse times and places, examine the brain science
connecting mapmaking to literacy, and engage in creating their own maps to support cross-curricular learning in geography,
history, math, science, and language arts. 

April 10: Object-Based and Writing Process with Deb Johnson of Maine Mineral & Gem Museum AND Ronni   Blaisdell,
author, Bethel 

A hands-on professional learning experience connecting the natural world with the writing process to deepen literacy instruction.
Hosted on-site at the Maine Mineral and Gem Museum in Bethel, this interactive workshop explores how Object-Based Learning
—using real-world artifacts and natural materials—can spark curiosity, strengthen observation, and support foundational reading
and writing skills.  Space is limited, and participants are encouraged to bring lunch or explore local options nearby.

May 15: Engaging Reluctant Readers with Cris Tovani, Camp Chamberlain, Augusta
The fourth and final session in the Maine Department of Education’s four-part Integrating Literacy workshop series features
renowned educator and author Cris Tovani (Why Do I Have to Read This?). Participants will explore student dispositions, engage
in the creation and application of Tovani’s “placement” strategy to support knowledge building, and learn practical, inquiry-based
strategies to foster motivation, confidence, and engagement in reluctant readers. Space is limited, and participants are
encouraged to bring lunch or explore local options nearby.

Register for any or all of the workshops with this link: https://forms.office.com/g/7tcHSc9W77

DOE’s Interdisciplinary Instruction Professional Learning Offerings 

Rebecca Carey and Melissa Frans, in their second year as Teacher Leader Fellows, designed
and implemented a 2-part professional learning series titled “Developing Effective Individual
Language Acquisition Plans (ILAPs) for Multilingual Learners with Collaboration and
Instructional Planning in Mind.”
The series focused on actionable, collaborative approaches to ILAPs that are responsive, aligned with
WIDA Standards, and supportive of instructional planning.

 
Visit the Maine DOE website to access presentation slides, recordings, &resources.

COMING UP in JANUARY 2026
Join Rebecca Carey as she leads a workshop series designed to strengthen your approach to
developing language goals within Individual Language Acquisition Plans (ILAPs), creating
meaningful, measurable goals that support and monitor student growth.

January 12  and January 13  from 3:30-5 p.m.  Each session includes one hour of structured
learning followed by 30 minutes of workshopping language goals, sharing, and discussion.

th th,

REGISTER HERE.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2F7tcHSc9W77&data=05%7C02%7CJane.Armstrong%40maine.gov%7Ccaf69d0018c34814b1cf08de3d95480c%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639015908536646483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a249g9l4R9chMnEr0WUXrWNaclfNfK60p2dahB8XeHA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/services
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/pQN6BNBhQjipKfoCObx7WQ


ESOL LISTSERV
DECEMBER 2025

State and National Resources

Page 6

National Newcomer Network
EVEN Fellowship application: If you are a newcomer or EL
teacher, apply for our Elevating Voices of Educators of
Newcomers (EVEN) Fellowship – a paid, five-month
program for K-12 educators who want to actively push
back on negative portrayals of U.S. immigrants and share
the many ways these children make our schools and
communities better! The program will run from early
February to late June 2026, and selected applicants will
receive $1,500 for their participation. Please share this
with your networks! Applications are due January 4th,
2026!

What’s Working for MLs in Content Classrooms: 
Practical Tips from Seidlitz Education
Recorded webinar with Larry Ferlazzo, Dr. Merica
Clinkenbeard, and Anna Matis

Slides 
Recording

https://maineimmigrantrights.org/mirc-resource-hub/

https://tcf.org/nnn/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgmail.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd96b52e392d3cc7243159be84%26id%3D45bf262511%26e%3Dc06415ed9d&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7C931505b7caa840e66cd008de334a0fe5%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639004590355901546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LwfOjD0zbfQVrAXxsEYOk%2FdaSwc8U7hc%2BFbl7H69vGU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgmail.us17.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd96b52e392d3cc7243159be84%26id%3D45bf262511%26e%3Dc06415ed9d&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7C931505b7caa840e66cd008de334a0fe5%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639004590355901546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LwfOjD0zbfQVrAXxsEYOk%2FdaSwc8U7hc%2BFbl7H69vGU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flarryferlazzo.edublogs.org%2F2023%2F12%2F29%2Fthere-are-tons-of-resources-on-this-blog-to-help-educators-teach-ells-this-post-is-a-good-place-to-start%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cf9268a7884cf451a6b6208de3da906fc%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639015994689616102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ju8GYPlrz%2BSh9vIfXQuefD0F503kHxRUCUAKNXE8eic%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpadlet.com%2Fclinkenbeardmerica%2Fdr-merica-clink-s-padet-frmi57cytrl7ixw9&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cf9268a7884cf451a6b6208de3da906fc%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639015994689634573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2lfXJpdROEUqxmdgwCizI4QyL37DOvyLAy0RCt5qTas%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpadlet.com%2Fclinkenbeardmerica%2Fdr-merica-clink-s-padet-frmi57cytrl7ixw9&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cf9268a7884cf451a6b6208de3da906fc%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639015994689634573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2lfXJpdROEUqxmdgwCizI4QyL37DOvyLAy0RCt5qTas%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseidlitzeducation.com%2Fteam_member_details%2Fanna-matis&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cf9268a7884cf451a6b6208de3da906fc%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639015994689652524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jbIHejFhU5FMqlruEPdZIxmFllyqCbzW2xoA%2FtrXHKU%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PkKfw0R_YF_KlWK4w2jCAN3s6APGka-I/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PkKfw0R_YF_KlWK4w2jCAN3s6APGka-I/view
https://seidlitzeducation.com/resources/webinars
https://maineimmigrantrights.org/mirc-resource-hub/
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A brief personnel update to share: Melanie Junkins has served as the Multilingual and Bilingual Education
Specialist in a limited-time position and will be transitioning out of that role in February 2026. She has accepted
an opportunity to continue supporting the Maine Department of Education as a part-time contractor through
August 2026 and will remain engaged with:

Pine Project
Maine Seal of Biliteracy
World Language initiatives
Grant manager for Building Capacity for Multilingual Learners across Maine 

During this transition, you will continue to receive the high-quality support you have been accustomed to. If you
are looking for support unrelated to these initiatives, please visit the Maine Multilingual homepage to find the
latest contacts for your specific question: Maine Multilingual Homepage

Personnel Update
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Multilingual Learners and Highly Mobile Students

McKinney-Vento and Foster Care Office Hours are
available 3-4:00 PM on the first Thursday of each
month, starting on September 4 .  Register here.th

If a student is experiencing housing instability that
presents as a barrier to accessing education, do you
know who your local McKinney-Vento liaison is and
how they can assist? Click here to utilize the Maine
DOE’s McKinney-Vento liaison search tool. 

Sign up for the McKinney-Vento and Foster Care
Newsletter here for additional resources and updates. 

       Contact Signe.Lynch@maine.gov with questions.

Across Maine, many multilingual learners are also part of highly mobile student populations, including students
experiencing homelessness, foster care placement, or frequent school changes. These transitions can disrupt
instructional continuity, relationships, and access to services. For multilingual learners, mobility may also interrupt
English language development services, Individual Language Access Plans (ILAPs), integrated MTSS Tier 1 supports,
and consistent family communication in a home language. 

When schools intentionally connect multilingual learner identification and services with best interest and mobility-
related decisions, they help protect students’ language development, identity, and sense of belonging, key factors in
academic success and well-being. Ensuring continuity of supports during transitions is not only a best practice, but an
equity imperative for Maine’s growing multilingual population

Foster Care
Migratory
children

Military McKinney-
Vento

Federally identified highly mobile
student categories include students

experiencing homelessness, students in
foster care, migratory children, and
students from military-connected

families. These groups often experience
frequent school transitions that can
disrupt learning, making intentional

coordination of academic, language, and
family supports especially critical,

particularly for multilingual learners.

https://www.maine.gov/doe/pineproject
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content/world-language/biliteracy
https://mainedoenews.net/2025/12/05/maine-doe-launches-gis-world-language-educator-map-to-support-expansion-of-world-language-opportunities-statewide/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmainestate.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FKBkdPS5BR8qVVh1Hqr4pcw&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Junkins%40maine.gov%7Cbc07076f55b44d54df1c08ddd5c83035%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638901777992335676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uGuBzTYNxTjilJ7Hus9IG2JfmwwmDpl7kQr6K5fbWDk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fschools%2Fsafeschools%2Fcounseling%2Fhighmobility%2Fhomelessed%2Fliaisonlookup&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Junkins%40maine.gov%7Cbc07076f55b44d54df1c08ddd5c83035%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638901777992356619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z%2BS%2BueZSuDrIFoShgHBEsC0hy8eOb5anGFU2FWZDVVE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaine.us2.list-manage.com%2Fsubscribe%3Fu%3Da582edd6473e477ef6307c769%26id%3D21283d239d&data=05%7C02%7CMelanie.Junkins%40maine.gov%7Cbc07076f55b44d54df1c08ddd5c83035%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638901777992370830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eKUVZzuLGyNeVwwp0AKJrzZMd5iGWCTJXn84re1t2t0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:signe.lynch@maine.gov
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/fostercare
https://www.manomaine.org/migrant-education
https://www.maine.gov/doe/military
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/counseling/highmobility/homelessed
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/safeschools/counseling/highmobility/homelessed

