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 Mission & Vision

Meet Our Team
The Office of Teaching and Learning and 
The Office of Special Services and Inclusive 
Education partnered to develop and present 
this Professional Learning Offering (PLO).
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Leora Byras

Teacher Leader Fellow
Office of Teaching and Learning

Education Specialist III
Office of Special Services and Inclusive Education 
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English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) State Specialist

To promote the best learning opportunities 
for all Maine students by providing 
information, guidance, and support to our 
schools, educators, and leaders and by 
providing adequate and equitable school 
funding and resources.
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COLLABORATION

Supporting Maine's 
multilingual population 
is a shared responsibility. 
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Who is here today?
39 School Administrative Units 
(SAUs)

10 organizations 
-Catholic Charities
-Margaret Murphy Center
-Morrison Center
-Panorama Speech Therapy
-School Psychology Associates
-Southern Maine Administrative 
Collaborative
-Woodfords Family Services
-Maine Health
-University of Maine
-Dirigo Consulting

Additional Cohorts
-Child Development Services



Group Norms:
Please add questions, comments 
and wonderings to the chat, and we 
will check in during the breakout 
session.  
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Common question asked 
after Session #1:

What if my district isn’t 
following applicable laws 
regarding ML students?
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➢ Reference your SAU’s Lau Plan, Section 1: 
Legal Foundation for Providing Effective Educational 
Services to Multilingual Learners

➢ Review roles and responsibilities, legal basis, and 
resources referenced on next slide

➢ For assistance, contact Maine DOE Multilingual 
Programming Specialists

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner
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Roles and 
Responsibilities

Legal Basis Resources

Section 1 Guidance: Legal Foundation for Providing 
Effective Educational Services to Multilingual Learners

• School Board
• Superintendent
• Language Access 

Committee
• ML Director 

or Coordinator

Every Student Succeeds Act (2015):

 Title I, Part A, Section 1111(b)(2)(G)

 Title I, Part A, Section 1111(b)(1)(F)

 Title I, Part A, Section 1116(f)

 Title I, Part A, Section 1111(c)(4)(B)

 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 

1964

 Equal Education Opportunities 

Act of 1974

• Supreme Court Decisions

 Lau vs. Nichols (1974)

 Plyler vs. Doe (1981)

 Castañeda vs. Pickard (1981)

○ US DOJ & US DOE Dear 
Colleague Letter

○ Administrative Letter 27

Lau Section 1

Maine DOE’s Lau Plan Framework

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://mainedoenews.net/2023/06/29/administrative-letter-legal-requirements-to-provide-english-language-acquisition-services-to-students-who-are-multilingual-learners-revised-6-21-23/
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/multilingual%20-%20Lau%20Plan%20Template%20and%20Guidance%20-%2011.22.2024.pdf


Today’s Focus:

Collaboration and Integrating 
IEPs and ILAPs

• Presentation
• Workshop
• Discussion
• Wrap Up 
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c

Reminder: 2 professional contact hours will 
be awarded per session; this includes 1 
hour for attending and 1 hour for pre-work.

All contact hours will be provided at the 
end of the series.
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Determination of Eligibility for 
Special Education and Related Services

To determine whether a student who is an ML is eligible for special 

education, consideration of their English language development must 

be given through interdisciplinary collaboration. Federal regulations 

governing special education programs require that “students must not 

be determined eligible for special education and related services if the 

determinant factor is limited English proficiency or lack of instruction 

in reading or math” (34CFR Section 300.534), (MUSER V.2.E(3)).



1010



11

Development of IEP
Consideration of special factors. The IEP Team must—
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Sec. 300.321 IEP Team
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In reference to IDEA Sec. 300.321 IEP Team
Part (6):
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Family Engagement, Meaningful Participation and Informed Consent

"The IDEA requires that the parents of a child with a disability be given the opportunity to 

participate in meetings with respect to the identification, evaluation, or educational 

placement of a child with a disability, or the provision of a FAPE to the child (34 CFR 

§300.501(b)(1)). Regarding the participation of a parent whose native language is other than 

English in IEP Team meetings, the IDEA regulations require each public agency to take 

whatever action is necessary to ensure that the parent understands the proceedings of the 

IEP Team meeting, including arranging for an interpreter. (34 CFR §300.322(e)). When parents 

themselves are LEP, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 also requires that the LEA must 

effectively communicate with parents in a manner and form they can understand, such as by 

providing free interpretation and/or translation services. Under Title VI, an LEA is required to 

provide LEP parents with meaningful access to the same information that is provided to non-

LEP parents."
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MDOE Lau Plan Framework and Resources

Multilingual Learners Resources | Department of Education

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/multilingual%20-%20Lau%20Plan%20Template%20and%20Guidance%20-%2011.22.2024.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/toolkit
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Why plan for Language Access?

▪ Language access is required by law.
 OCR/DOJ Fact Sheet

“Schools must communicate information to multilingual parents/guardian in a language they can 
understand about any program, service, activity that is called to the attention of parents who are proficient in 
English.”

▪ Language access empowers families and creates opportunities for increased 
engagement and student success. This requires bidirectional communication pathways 
through language access.

▪ Current data tells us that multilingual students are the fastest growing demographic in 
our state.

Lau Section 9

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/interpretationtranslation

https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/dcl-factsheet-lep-parents-201501.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/interpretationtranslation


Translation and 
Interpretation
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The Maine DOE has a list of translation 
and interpretation companies on the 
website. We do not endorse or 
recommend any of those that are listed.

Families are entitled to communicate in a 
meaningful way. It is the SAU 
responsibility to have a Language Access 
Plan in place and available upon request.

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/interpretationtranslation

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/interpretationtranslation
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MDOE Identifying & 
Serving Multilingual 
Learners with Disabilities 
Policy & Resource Guide, 
p. 27

Comparison 
of the 
components 
of the ILAP 
and IEP

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/MLdisabilities

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/MLdisabilities
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Colorin Colorado: Why a team approach matters for serving ELLs in special education

https://youtu.be/8HOpVAouhRw

https://youtu.be/8HOpVAouhRw
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Retrieved from the companion website for Collaboration for Multilingual Learners With Exceptionalities by Andrea 
Honigsfeld and Audrey Cohan. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, www.corwin.com. Copyright © 2024 by Corwin Press, Inc. All 
rights reserved. Reproduction authorized for educational use by educators, local school sites, and/or noncommercial or 
nonprofit entities that have purchased the book.

Please take a 
moment to add 
your answers to 
the chat box.

What structures for 
collaboration exist 
in your context?
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"The Specialization Trap"

“With many students learning English also identified with 
disabilities in public schools, collaborations across special 
education and English learner (EL) education are critical to 
promoting these students’ academic and linguistic development. 
Yet, many special education and EL teachers work 
independently of one another, focusing on their own specialized 
roles. In the process, students with disabilities who are learning 
English receive fragmented, inadequate special education and 
EL services.”

Why Working Apart Doesn't Work at All: Special Education and English Learner Teacher Colaborations
Sara E. N. Kangas, PhD, 2018

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_lLR5owTHpDE341rG6ojShAkSE5OF-O/view


23Sara E. N. Kangas, PhD, 2018

Questions to Building a
Holistic Understanding of 
Students With Disabilities
Who Are Learning English
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WIDA Webinar- When Language and Disability Meet: 
Planning Instruction to Support Dually Identified Students

https://padlet.com/fransm1/multilingual-learners-with-disabilities-resources-228sqoatgcjtw254
https://padlet.com/fransm1/multilingual-learners-with-disabilities-resources-228sqoatgcjtw254
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Current Reality Next Steps & Supportive 
Resources

Identify the disability 
category of your dually 
identified students. What 
English language 
development services do 
they receive?

How do different disability 
categories impact 
language services?

What does collaboration 
look like?

What are the professional 
learning opportunities for 
staff working with dually 
identified students?

*adapted from Laura Byard & Kate McNulty, Twice Exceptional: District Supports 
for Teachers of MLs w/ IEPs, Minneapolis Public Schools

Service 
Model

Collaboration

Professional 
Development

Workgroup 
Session



26Honigsfeld & Cohan 6.2 Dimensions of Advocacy Self-Assessment and Goal-Setting Tool

https://resources.corwin.com/sites/default/files/figure_6.2_dimensions_of_advocacy_self-assessment_and_goal_setting_tool_0.pdf
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Here we will stop the 
recording and move to 

break out rooms for small 
group work. 



• Focus on solutions instead 
of barriers. 

• This is an activity that 
could be easily adapted at 
the district level. Slides 
and resources will be 
available on the website.

28



2929

Highlighted Resources from Session 2: 

Collaboration & Integrating ILAPs into IEPs

 Why Working Apart Doesn’t Work at All: Special 

Education and English Learner Teacher 

Collaborations by Sara Kangas, PhD

 Collaboration for Multilingual Learners 

With Exceptionalities by Honigsfeld & Cohan

○ FIGURE 6.2 Dimensions of Advocacy Self-

Assessment and Goal-Setting Tool

 Padlet: WIDA Information Collection Tool

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_lLR5owTHpDE341rG6ojShAkSE5OF-O/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_lLR5owTHpDE341rG6ojShAkSE5OF-O/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M_lLR5owTHpDE341rG6ojShAkSE5OF-O/view
https://www.corwin.com/books/we-share-the-students-285695
https://www.corwin.com/books/we-share-the-students-285695
https://resources.corwin.com/sites/default/files/figure_6.2_dimensions_of_advocacy_self-assessment_and_goal_setting_tool_0.pdf
https://resources.corwin.com/sites/default/files/figure_6.2_dimensions_of_advocacy_self-assessment_and_goal_setting_tool_0.pdf
https://padlet.com/fransm1/multilingual-learners-with-disabilities-resources-228sqoatgcjtw254
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Date Focus

January 21 Foundational Knowledge: legal regulations, civil rights and data 
overview

February 27 Collaboration and Integrating IEPs and ILAPs

March 18 IEPs for MLs: Section 3 Special Factors

April 29 IEPs for MLs: Section 6 (Supplementary Aids, Services, 
Modifications and/or Supports)

May 22 IEPs for MLs: Assessment participation guidance and 
accommodations

June 10 Culmination
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Review:

• MDOE Policy & Resource Guide sections:

• Development of the IEP, p. 26-30

• Communicating with the 

Parents/Guardians of MLs with a 

Disability or Suspected Disability, p. 31-33

• Examining IEPs of English Learners with 

Learning Disabilities for Cultural and Linguistic 

Responsiveness (found under Culturally and 

Linguistically Appropriate IEPs heading)

○Padlet stored on MDOE Multilingual Learners 

with Disabilities website

Listen: (choose 1)

• ELs with Disabilities - Dr. Sara Kangas

• Understanding the Civil Rights of English 

Learners with Dr. Ayanna Cooper

Additional Resources:

• WIDA Focus Bulletin: Identifying MLs 

with Specific Learning Disabilities: Data, 

Advice, and Resources for School Teams

Bring:

• IEP for a ML student (for personal use only)

Work for Session 3: March 18th

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Multilingual Learners - Identifying %26 Serving Students with Disabilities Policy %26 Resource Guide - 2.25.2022.pdf
https://padlet.com/fransm1/multilingual-learners-with-disabilities-resources-228sqoatgcjtw254
https://padlet.com/fransm1/multilingual-learners-with-disabilities-resources-228sqoatgcjtw254
https://padlet.com/fransm1/multilingual-learners-with-disabilities-resources-228sqoatgcjtw254
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/MLdisabilities
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner/resources/MLdisabilities
https://ellevationeducation.com/podcast/s1e18-ells-disabilities-dr-sara-kangas
https://ellevationeducation.com/podcast/understanding-civil-rights-english-learners-dr-ayanna-cooper
https://ellevationeducation.com/podcast/understanding-civil-rights-english-learners-dr-ayanna-cooper
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/FocusBulletin-Identifying-Multilingual-Learners-Specific-Learning-Disabilities.pdf


Contact Information: 
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@mdoenews

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
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