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ESOL Listserv Updates 

As part of our commitment to streamline communication and enhance accessibility, the ESOL Listserv will 
serve as the primary channel for sharing professional development opportunities, updates on assessments, 
guidance, policy changes, and a variety of resources designed to support educators of multilingual learners. 
Through the Listserv, you will receive timely, targeted information and resources to stay informed and 
equipped for effective instruction and support. 

To better serve our educational community, we will no longer issue a quarterly ESOL newsletter. Instead, we 
focus on regularly updating the Maine DOE website to house the most current information. This transition 
will allow for more frequent updates and an easier way for educators to access guidance and resources at 
their convenience.             : Professional Learning *       Resource *🚩🚩🚩Important Updates 🚩🚩🚩  

Maine DOE ESOL and Multilingual & Bilingual Education  

1.             "Multilingual Connections" Webinar Series Celebrating Language and Culture as Educational 
Assets This webinar series emphasizes the value of language and culture as key assets in education. 
Participants will gain practical strategies for creating multilingual pathways, learn how to leverage global 
partnerships, and discover ways to incorporate Indigenous and critical languages in the classroom. 
Webinar Overview: This session will showcase the importance of multilingualism and cultural diversity as 
essential resources in education. It will highlight how Maine's commitment to language learning 
contributes to cognitive growth, academic success, and social unity. Attendees will explore how to 
integrate language and cultural awareness into their classrooms, using these elements to promote global 
citizenship and lifelong achievement. Register HERE. 

a. Webinar Highlights: The role of multilingualism in fostering cultural understanding and connecting 
communities. Maine’s position in the global economy and how language skills are vital for success 
in diverse environments. An introduction to the Multilingual Learner Dashboard and the benefits of 
the Maine Seal of Biliteracy. Questions, contact Ayesha Hall (Ayesha.hall@maine.gov)  

i. March 3, 2025: Leveraging International Partnerships for Multilingual & Multicultural 
Opportunities  

ii. April 7, 2025: Maine Celebrates National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner Advocacy Month  
iii. May 5, 2025: Series Wrap-Up – Success Stories & Future Opportunities 

2.              World Language Educator Office Hours: Building Connections and Supporting Language Learning  
Join us for an engaging and collaborative hour dedicated to supporting Maine's World Language educators. 
This is a valuable opportunity to connect with fellow educators teaching similar content or languages, 
share strategies, and discuss successes and challenges in second language acquisition. During the 
session, we'll provide updates on statewide initiatives, resources, and professional development 
opportunities tailored to World Language instruction. Participants are encouraged to bring their questions, 
share insights, and exchange ideas to enhance their teaching practices and foster student success. 
Together, we’ll build a strong network of World Language educators committed to inspiring multilingualism 
and cultural appreciation in Maine’s classrooms. Meetings will occur on the last Wednesday of each month 
from 3:30-4:30pm. Meeting dates are: February 26, March 26, April 30, May 28, and June 25, 2025. Register 
once and attend as you can: Register here. 
 

 
 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/multilinguallearner
https://mainestate.zoom.us/j/89573069502
mailto:Ayesha.hall@maine.gov
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvc-uurzksGtV49iGbO_IpSPmwmK2JFbXN
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Maine DOE Assessment  
 
Important Dates  

11/21/24 - 2/28/25  WIDA AMS Test Setup Available for Registrations 
12/12/24 - 2/21/25  Additional Test Material Ordering Window in WIDA AMS 

1/6/25 - 2/28/25 Test Window 
3/11/25 Deadline for Shipping Completed Test Materials to DRC -Postmark date 

 
The testing window for ACCESS for ELLs and WIDA Alternate ACCESS ends on Friday, February 28, 2025.  

Districts and schools should ensure that all students scheduled to test have done so by this date.  
 

You can monitor the completion of testing in WIDA AMS by utilizing the Operational Dashboard in Reporting Services. 

 
Based on Elementary & Secondary Education Act, or ESEA (as amended by ESSA, 2015),  a student is not required 
to participate in ACCESS if the ML Start Date falls less than 30 days within the close of the ELP assessment 
window, based on federal provision of up to 30 calendar days for LEAs (in Maine, SAUs) to screen students for 
potential ML status. For SY24-25, this date is on or after January 29, 2025. 
 
-Reference MECAS Guidelines, 2024-2025, for additional assessment information. 
-Visit our website for updates and professional learning opportunities:  
Maine Comprehensive Assessment System (MECAS) | Department of Education 

 
Community Updates 

3.        Newsletters | NCELA - English Language Acquisition & Language Instruction Educational Programs 
Infographics include national data collection for Seal of Biliteracy and Long-Term English Learners* as 
examples.  
*Maine refers to LTELs as “Experienced Multilingual Learners” to highlight linguistic, cultural, and 
experiential assets when referring to students. 

4.        Last call! WIDA Can Do Descriptors: WIDA needs your input! 
Since the release of the WIDA English Language Development Standards Framework, 2020 Edition and the 
Marco DALE, WIDA has been monitoring use of the Can Do Descriptors and Los descriptores Podemos to 
help inform the timing for updating these materials. As part of those efforts, WIDA is collecting feedback to 
better understand how you use these resources and how they might be enhanced in the future.  
 
WIDA’s ask: Complete this  5-minute survey to tell WIDA how you use the Can Do Descriptors and/or Los 
descriptores Podemos. 
 

5.        Nominate an expert educator for the 2025-2026 WIDA Fellow. Deadline is March 2, 2025. 
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/fellows 
 

6.              Maine Newsroom: Professional Opportunities 
• Registration Open for Inclusive Education Conference on April 10 – Maine DOE Newsroom   
• You’re Invited! Join the Conversation About Multi-Tiered Systems of Support Practices in Maine 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Furl7125.datarecognitioncorp.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.AR6CENaHPlls-2Fj3BgBzNNSYUDyoSfzxuLxIFCOl9-2B0f8JOjrxmCWd-2BQgdnGbo8wB4-2BzJKqSuqPyyWs-2BQU-2FWAZ-2BnkCeHKVpgMbIJLeRFncHM-3DZzy3_91Ta1QTh-2FY7J82-2FmK1sB6AgwPD1NIDZhWNsFr5HonvwbpNV8cDbjZkeZFtcaxKz3VfjS3-2Fat-2BefVOuMICQf24x1xQu01bfo8sLdeNvyEE0qqxEtMhIM1MrysncUjyp-2FAUx8RKNJhcGllJVT0nczgwNAqcfzWuMyza4tXCEQd20K4gOyH2gdcw1lFGk8aY8OrYlDojmg47RLFGctU5MXgrn8tz9rMMY9DYmXdT0kEMYUWNT7tFRJTnD8pWUNt1gcUAK8jusJWKmxu-2FrWX4wfFrnw5Et8Y068oRfdODhX3LfH7IWGvSgw8uCJDUvYBdaT2MAbNqIPC-2Fgmao-2BdJNJO9Ma48pepji3Sz-2FqUoSSNZmsqu6tP3VOMpEcVPo9xnVdSdrAZoy8eGcbJ4PnCi28dI45bBjie8wuLXerllVEsr8XcTai7HaFPBKLxIaV0BYu6QChCrNObl7rbEGB6PDXr2xi-2BjzuYBV6bTT8T-2Fy7VOPJ4pYXNQMjjw0Cf86rgE5hyoa0kW-2BdUp9NCXp1HiRFGvASDubcuc-2FphBfPjmgI56nSTp9k5XZVA4D8UiCyYkBxLqki5OWSrk5xQ3g1SUGv6EWrjjdT85aCV2AZDrfFxuDYk-3D&data=05%7C02%7Cmechelle.ganglfinger%40maine.gov%7C858fb14fc264406bae8208dd478a6bbf%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638745382055750614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8SDgAy4VxGVI0vvuwh8bwrNvt2ydWfPPxz0cmC6EZQw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Assessment%20-%20MECAS%20Guidelines%202024-25%20-%2010.2.2024.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
https://ncela.ed.gov/newsletters?utm_source=nexus_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nexus_subscription
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D121166%26elqTrackId%3D946717859A90A7B068FCA2B71677AD00%26elq%3Dc91d1fd05f8b4c84aa71127e87ecd488%26elqaid%3D61316%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF51E4982A4E820396BD1D7BF8515E2231C29E35DEC4CF157039F4A9B0DFCAFCFE6&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cef593cdfa44b407008fb08dd445f77a4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638741899013613841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K24fDl2M8KQABBYt1fMmwAYH1OQj58OH1tFiad26OAQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D117327%26elqTrackId%3DDEA2DBB62C362015E481FE63453270B2%26elq%3Dc91d1fd05f8b4c84aa71127e87ecd488%26elqaid%3D61316%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5DCB3B2B43DFEFA38E4DFD4FF7DCABBE529E35DEC4CF157039F4A9B0DFCAFCFE6&data=05%7C02%7Cjane.armstrong%40maine.gov%7Cef593cdfa44b407008fb08dd445f77a4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638741899013626475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2MMbOgwaUInrYu5VEKo31SEN1k7McrkRr1%2BzFI6cVxg%3D&reserved=0
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/fellows
https://mainedoenews.net/2025/01/24/registration-open-for-inclusive-education-conference-on-april-10/
https://mainedoenews.net/2025/02/06/youre-invited-join-the-conversation-about-multi-tiered-systems-of-support-practices-in-maine/
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7.              Center for Applied Linguistics: Are you a K-16 world language educator interested in learning about 

the fundamentals of assessment? This spring, the Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) will offer a free, five-
week online course about assessment. Learn more and apply by February 14, 2025. 
Assessment Basics Spring 2025 Application Survey 
 

8.              Educators for a Multilingual Maine (EMME):  EMME aims to promote and enhance the study and 
appreciation of languages and cultures in Maine. We encourage the exchange of ideas among members to 
clarify the role of multilingualism and multiculturalism in our schools and communities. Our organization 
advocates for marginalized communities and strives to foster professional connections across all 
languages. his is a fantastic opportunity for educators to enhance their teaching strategies and connect 
with like-minded professionals. We look forward to seeing you at the conference! 
For full details and registration information, please visit our website. 
 

Saving this section for YOU! 
9. Do you have an update you’d like to share in the monthly update? Topics that can be shared are 

professional learning opportunities, resources, or job postings (keep in mind, this is a monthly share). 
Questions regarding the ESOL Listserv can be made to melanie.junkins@maine.gov.  Fill out this form here. 

 
10. 📩Updated Contacts: Supporting multilingual learners is a collaborative effort that requires the 

expertise and coordination of multiple teams. At the Maine Department of Education, various offices 
are dedicated to ensuring multilingual learners receive the resources, guidance, and support they 
need to thrive academically and socially. Below are updated contacts for key offices and personnel 
who work together to promote equitable access to education for multilingual learners and their 
families. 
 

Adult Education Amy Poland  
Amy.Poland@maine.gov  

Assessment 
 

Jodi Bossio-Smith 
Jodi.Bossio-Smith@maine.gov 

Alternate and ELP Assessment  Mechelle Ganglfinger 
Mechelle.Ganglfinger@maine.gov  

Early Learning Nicole Madore 
Nicole.Madore@maine.gov  

ESOL Jane Armstrong 
Jane.Armstrong@maine.gov  

Multilingual and Bilingual Education 
 

Melanie Junkins 
Melanie.Junkins@maine.gov  

Office of Special Services and Inclusive 
Education 

Leora Byras 
Leora.Byras@maine.gov  

Title III Daniel Weeks 
Daniel.Weeks@maine.gov 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CALAssessmentBasics2025
https://www.emmaine.org/
https://www.emmaine.org/
mailto:melanie.junkins@maine.gov
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q6g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-GThHb-_FlD2NAiVOGGzxhC_1UN1EwTlZJT1ZKWlM4TElQQ0k4SkRLTFJQTi4u
mailto:Amy.Poland@maine.gov
https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS
mailto:Mechelle.Ganglfinger@maine.gov
https://www11.maine.gov/doe/pineproject
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/me
mailto:Melanie.Junkins@maine.gov
https://mainedoenews.net/2024/09/13/maine-department-of-education-sends-thousands-of-free-books-to-be-accessed-by-every-public-school-in-the-state/
mailto:Daniel.Weeks@maine.gov

