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Helping Students: Peek Curiosity, Wonder About 
the World, and Generate & Answer Questions
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“The important thing is not to stop questioning. 
Curiosity has its own reason for existing.”

~Albert Einstein



The Curious Classroom
10 Ways to Incorporate Inquiry Into Your Classroom

“Inquiry is an exciting and 
energizing way to engage 
kids’ hearts and minds-- 
AND to cover content and 
meets standards.” 
~ Harvey Daniels



Inquiry Approach vs. Coverage Approach
Classrooms and teachers “flipping their thinking”..... “where educators 
used to worry about covering the material, they now plan how to evoke 
curiosity. They used to focus on assigning and assessing finished 
products, they now teach THINKING: problem solving, researching, 
vetting, collaborating, analyzing, critiquing, and presenting.”

KEY Shifts:
1) Honor kids’ own questions.
2) Make the required curriculum into questions kids can’t resist 

investigating.



1. Demonstrate Your Own Curiosity
Once we believe in 
ourselves, we can risk 
curiosity, wonder, 
spontaneous delight, or 
any experience that 
reveals the human spirit.
~E.E. Cummings



Questions About Me….
Once we believe in 
ourselves, we can risk 
curiosity, wonder, 
spontaneous delight, or 
any experience that 
reveals the human spirit.
~E.E. Cummings



Curiosity Lesson 
(Anchor Lesson)

Mystery Science: How do scientists know so much?
Curiosity Wheel (link)
(Free during closure….Back to School Lesson)

https://mysteryscience.com/trending/mystery-10/observing-asking-questions/264?r=8694169#
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13UwdzWuubXeWbCb0J5zryyaMg014zU-bhGmlLz2Bx6g/edit?usp=sharing


Introduce Perspectives (Social 
Studies & Science) to begin
Wonder Notebooks

National Geographic Perspectives
Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1US6DZ56mY-mwpP6sJsbBf8M3VKHXdO8v/view?usp=sharing


Questions About the World…...



What makes a 
good 
question?

LINK

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1MBnfIjhTlcjdBrrLTHEwPL9GTXE_QP/view?usp=sharing


Questions or comments????

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDQwNTA0NDMxNDM1NDc1ODcyMzgiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjEyT2w5OENEdGZpMHktUXAxU2JuYTZwVl9UUjV5YmRkT1c1RUhGRmJPOVhRIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc4MDcxNWVmODliXzBfNzUiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjEyT2w5OENEdGZpMHktUXAxU2JuYTZwVl9UUjV5YmRkT1c1RUhGRmJPOVhRLzcwYjIwMGYxLWUzNmEtNGEyZS04NDY0LTc4NDJiMWI4YjhmNCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


2. Investigate Ourselves and Our Classmates

● Get to Know Our Own Identities
● Explore Our Differences
● Share Our Languages
● Develop Morning and Closing 

Meeting Procedures

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KF0LzvWt-2A


Wonder Wall

3. Capture 
and 

Honor 
Kids’ 

Questions



4. Soft Starts

● Play First

● Investigate to Evoke 
Curiosity

Link: Smithsonian Museum 
Artifacts

Link: Virtual Museum Tours

https://historyexplorer.si.edu/artifacts
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/artifacts
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours


5. Check Our News Feed
● Follow a Web Cam
● Let Students Gather 

the News

Decorah Eagles Link
The adult pair living in this nest remain in the area 
year-round, so it's very likely you'll see them! 
The pair usually begins a period of "courting" in October, 
but productive mating does not begin until late January or 
early February. The female will lay eggs in mid-to-late 
February, and the eggs will hatch at the end of March or 
the beginning of April. The eaglets will spend the spring 
months eating the food their parents bring them and 
exploring the nest; they will fledge in mid-to-late June and 
disperse between August and October. 

Other Live Feed Web Cams

https://explore.org/livecams/bald-eagles/decorah-eagles
https://explore.org/livecams


6. Hangout with an Expert
● Become a National Geographic Educator (Nat Geo Explorers)

● Veterans Example

● Skype a scientist

● Local Historical Society/Museum Curators

● Authors reading on-line/Q & A Sessions 

● Interview a historian, geographer, political scientist, activist, economist: college professor

"By getting face time with experts, students learn authentic and reliable information, and also 
witness what passionate and sustained devotion to a speciality look like." ~Daniels

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/professional-development/network/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yp5OeiGWIhQ&t=1s
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Fclick.skypeascientist.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fsc4sQN30GT06-lXfL-tneA~~%2FAAK9PwA~%2FRgRdPRKbP0QfaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2t5cGVhc2NpZW50aXN0LmNvbVcDc3BjQgoAAZuNWltk5SmFUhpiY2FzdGVsbHVjY2lvQGNyLmsxMi5pYS51c1gEAAAAAA~~&data=01%7C01%7Cbcastelluccio%40cr.k12.ia.us%7C9abee03b7a44403f559a08d5f36ecbf1%7C742eec604d034bc589fbc00873b28fd1%7C0&sdata=p4LqUChm2BDNA9enaEWisRBdL8GGppDGHa3%2F2W7NM%2FY%3D&reserved=0


7. Pursue Kids’ Own Questions 
with Mini-Inquiries

Ways Kids can show their learning by:
● Create a Sketchnotes
● Write a Summary
● Write an Informational Paragraph(s) 

with Text Features
● Create a Wonder Website

Student Websites:
● Student Wonder Website
● Another Student Wonder Website

Students research their questions, share their findings, and present to the 
class/audience/teacher. 
Depending on interest of a questions, students could collaborate on a 
question.

https://www.jetpens.com/blog/sketchnotes-a-guide-to-visual-note-taking/pt/892
https://sites.google.com/crprairie.org/gavin-i-wonder/home
https://sites.google.com/crprairie.org/brody-i-wonder/home


QFT: Question 
Formulation Technique

RULES:
● Ask as many 

questions as you 
can.

● Do not stop to 
discuss, judge or 
answer any 
questions.

● Write down every 
question exactly 
as it is stated. 
Number 
questions.  

● Change any 
statements into 
questions.

Start with a 
SOURCE:
● Statement
● Quote
● Short Video
● Image
● Painting

Steps of Process:
1. Ask Questions
2. Open/Closed
3. Prioritize Questions
4. Answer Questions 

with claims and 
evidence

Video Link QFT Example

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mox0WRGGk0Y


Ways Kids Can Share Their Questions….

How does 
movement 
impact 
people?
(Sketchnotes)

How is paper 
made out of 
trees?
(Steps in a 
Process)

How did people 
get out of the 
Twin Towers? 
(Sketchnotes)

Why is so much 
made in China?



Questions or comments????

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMDQwNTA0NDMxNDM1NDc1ODcyMzgiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjEyT2w5OENEdGZpMHktUXAxU2JuYTZwVl9UUjV5YmRkT1c1RUhGRmJPOVhRIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVSZXNwb25zZS10ZXh0Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6Imc4NzZiOTI3NGVmXzBfNyIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMTJPbDk4Q0R0ZmkweS1RcDFTYm5hNnBWX1RSNXliZGRPVzVFSEZGYk85WFEvOTYzMjQ4NWItZmNiNi00MTllLTkyZTUtM2Q3MWYzOGQyYmI4In0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


8.  Address Curricular Units with Mini-Inquiries

Using Text Sets for students to 
investigate compelling and supporting 
questions.

At-a-Glance: Text Sets
● Kindergarten
● 1st grade
● 2nd grade
● 3rd grade
● 4th grade
● 5th grade

https://iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE5MDgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2lvd2Fjb3JlLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzL2tpbmRlcmdhcnRlbnN0YW5kYXJkc2F0LWEtZ2xhbmNlMDUtMDctMjAyMC5wZGY_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.lP3DiQ98SU30B0V_nra2AfknSwy9y0pe8ThYC3SL2Rk/br/78996880053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE5MDgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2lvd2Fjb3JlLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzFzdGdyYWRlc3RhbmRhcmRzYXQtYS1nbGFuY2UwNS0xNC0yMDIwLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.Qvr-d6AVdUw0efggaOow4mMDO64rHhanrNpm9hWq7NY/br/78996880053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE5MDgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2lvd2Fjb3JlLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzFzdGdyYWRlc3RhbmRhcmRzYXQtYS1nbGFuY2UwNS0xNC0yMDIwLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.hpcHxhQYtsQ-8hra2Fe6jQfMEjfb0pVK4ACkaGJ3hOU/br/78996880053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE5MDgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2lvd2Fjb3JlLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzNyZGdyYWRlc3RhbmRhcmRzYXRhZ2xhbmNlLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.-kb5LkhnIZvp1UFUwpTSsMQFtZdvBtVDVTko73q97jk/br/78996880053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE5MDgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2lvd2Fjb3JlLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzR0aGdyYWRlc3RhbmRhcmRzYXQtYS1nbGFuY2U1LTIzLTIwMjAucGRmP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.TGGJNA3SAOcTMl81G5yYf1eXbURNCxdTJWNE30HeRos/br/78996880053-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MjIuMjE5MDgzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2lvd2Fjb3JlLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzV0aGdyYWRlc3RhbmRhcmRzYXQtYS1nbGFuY2U1LTIyLTIwMjAucGRmP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.ynLJCU4JU11AIqyB06_kfII34ufjGZPUotlx4SQeyf0/br/78996880053-l


Analyzing Images

Link to 
images

Supporting ?: Who Are the Native Americans?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXv3B7Tol1IOKZII_FYAPlvjALuSYiaQVf8xm6SSKSM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MXv3B7Tol1IOKZII_FYAPlvjALuSYiaQVf8xm6SSKSM/edit?usp=sharing


SOCC… Source, Observe Contextualize, Corroborate

Links to Graphic Organizers and Poster:
SOCC Article, SOCC Poster,  Student Handout
Comparing IT, “I See, I Think, I Wonder” Sheet?, KWL 
Chart, Image Analysis Guide Sheet, Image Analysis 
Guide

Source: read and think 
about the author and 
author and information
Observe: look and think 
about what you see 
Contextualize: use 
background knowledge 
and author’s clue when 
deciphering a “text”
Corroborate: ask ?’s, make 
claims based upon 
evidence 

Link

Weaving in Wickiup 
in Tama, Iowa. 
Photo taken by 
C.W. Wright.
Image found at 
The Iowa State 
Historical Society.

Link

https://dochub.com/kimberlyheckart/ewpzX5/socc-analyzing-sources?dt=ux4SEsQSm4yBzMK69zLA
https://dochub.com/kimberlyheckart/K2Nm7y/socc-poster-draft?dt=2e51ASWbKtkAhk9Tsxdg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fFnJPG7fzX_wrkHjtdIn7XrtxNqcUkHGWcXrEt71M_g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bBn69TrkMyICNlmP7-mft5hJ6I9WNP4E1aN3JP1Yu3Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.edutopia.org/pdfs/stw/edutopia-stw-bates-artsintegration-template-organizers.pdf
http://www.bringinghistoryhome.org/assets/bringinghistoryhome/document%20analysis%20kwl.pdf
http://www.bringinghistoryhome.org/assets/bringinghistoryhome/document%20analysis%20kwl.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xoEiVlIS9tlu45MM6Vvhj76SZeHb_OR8nem6kuX0lqI/edit
http://www.bringinghistoryhome.org/assets/bringinghistoryhome/socc%20visual%20image%20analysis%20worksheet.pdf
http://www.bringinghistoryhome.org/assets/bringinghistoryhome/socc%20visual%20image%20analysis%20worksheet.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T5P_2id8jIy0zQARpJY9sShJqfE_jDw7?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4dh4MMXksshNnJ0bVN1NURmQU0/view?usp=sharing


Using the Box           
QUESTIONING 
BOX

*Thinking Like A.......Elementary

*Middle School

*High School

Anchor Lesson Plan 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByWXE-nUoLV-N2ZvNGFtaVBFeEFqTGRUUklOdktzRnpJWnlJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByWXE-nUoLV-aDZoZ1hjY0RmZWFGdldEY3NkYzR3dDJRSnVN
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0ByWXE-nUoLV-YzhuNGtCdVlia240M2t1SE9WTTRyS3V3ZEdB
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZvE2b64WNPH4mELAdSCGhquMh0MvBf_GRyxK6KMuhoY/edit?usp=sharing


Students Sharing:
Thinking and Questions

2:10

https://docs.google.com/file/d/17WvWqxC1lTdFQFsZ3fRinjBxGgsf4i6m/preview


Texts Used to Answer Questions

Whole Group 
Interactive Read Alouds

Small Group 
Texts to match image analyzed

Choice Boards: Meskwaki, Edward Curtis, and 
Native American Regions

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SKs66tcSQEmdepuFwsONii8uwq8Y9G49fM5pZEfKmnU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SMJX8YKpQtXEcsL9IDcdkzWlLI6cFh752F0NGP_BTLI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FT2B3fBM14BZSjJcmuiTIBdI5p_g-7R6FKZsBDIUcbc/edit?usp=sharing


Posting 
Questions….



Questions or comments????



9. Lean Into A  Crisis

“While it is a "tough choice" to know when to investigate and when to simply 
leave alone, "this is where the heart and the art of the teacher comes in."

~Harvey Daniels

Newsela: Coronavirus 
Resources for students

https://newsela.com/text-sets/2000187482
https://newsela.com/text-sets/2000187482


10. Learn With Partners 
and Pioneers…...

Glenwood Elementary, Greenfield, WI

Eason Elementary, Waukee, IA

Duke School, Durham, NC

kheckart@crprairie.org

mailto:kheckart@crprairie.org


Contact information:

Kim Heckart       kheckart@crprairie.org

mailto:kheckart@crprairie.org

