
 

 

Multilingual Education Task Force Participants 
 

Name Affiliation Role 
Mana Abdi Bates College  Program Coordinator  

Safia Abdi Connors Elementary School in Lewiston  Ed Tech and Parent  

Tarlan Ahmadov Office of Maine Refugee Services Catholic Charities Maine State Refugee Coordinator 

Jason Anderson Maine DOE Interdisciplinary Instruction Team Coordinator 

Evelyn Atwood Lewiston Public Schools 4th Grade Teacher 

Mathieu Ausseil French Embassy Education Attaché 

Jane Armstrong Portland Public Schools Assistant Director, EL Programming 

Cadeau Assoumani Gateway Community Services Wellness Program Manager 

Deborah  Backman Augusta School District German Teacher 

Hilary Barber Lewiston Public Schools ELL Director 

Josephine Bizimana Portland Public Schools Family and Community Engagement Specialist 

Melanie Blais RSU 29/MCLA Board Member Curriculum Coordinator 

Jodi Bossio-Smith Maine DOE 

State Coordinator for Alternate and English Language 

Proficiency Assessments 

Xavier Botana Portland Public Schools Superintendent 

Jonna Bouré Caribou (RSU 39) 

French and Spanish Teacher, World Language Curriculum 

Leader 

Margaret Boyle Bowdoin College/Multilingual Mainers Associate Professor Hispanic Studies/Director of 



Multilingual Mainers 

Nadine Bravo SAD 15/University of Southern Maine Spanish Long-Term Sub/Full-Time Student 

Patricia  Buck Bates College/Lewiston Public Schools Professor 

Melinda Butler 

University of Southern Maine, Department of Literacy, 

Language, and Culture  Assistant Professor, Department Chair 

Elizabeth Capone-Newton Portland Public Schools Parent, Advocate, Immersion Volunteer 

Marina Chakmakchi University of Southern Maine Global Talent Navigator 

Mufalo  Chitam  Maine Immigrants’ Rights Coalition  Executive Director  

Manuel Collazo Fernández Education Office, Consulate General of Spain Education Advisory 

Margaret Corral  MSAD 51 Spanish Teacher 

Anna Cosma Scarborough Schools, Wentworth School ESOL Teacher 

Melissa Cuba 

University of Maine, College of Education and Human 

Development  Visiting Assistant Professor 

Lisa Dalrymple RSU 9 District Coordinator, World Language Department 

Ina (Indriani) Demers Portland Public School, Portland, Maine  K-8 General and K-12 ELL Teacher 

Deqa Dhalac  Maine DOE Family Engagement & Cultural Responsiveness Specialist  

Gisele  Dionne Valley Unified Education Service Center Assistant Superintendent 

Emily Doughty Maine Department of Education  

Christian Elkington RSU 9 Superintendent 

Claudia Elwell Lisbon School District  Spanish Teacher 

Israa Enan Gateway Community Services Youth Homelessness Outreach Specialist 

Matthew Flaherty Maine Department of Education State Director, Migrant Education Program 

Carina  Foley South Portland Schools Multicultural Specialist Portuguese/Spanish  

Maureen Fox Portland Public Schools Special Education Multilingual Coordinator 

Michelle  Geaghan  AOS 94 ESOL/Spanish teacher  

Nathalie Gorey Mt. Ararat High School- MSAD 75 French Teacher 

Marwa Hassanien  Bangor School Department  School Board Chair  

Amanda Hatch YWCA Central Maine Director of Programs & Mission Impact 

Amy Hayes AFS-USA Regional Field Specialist/Parent/Community Member 



Claire Holman University of Southern Maine 

Faculty Facilitator for Concurrent Enrollment, World 

Languages; Instructor French & Spanish 

Isabel Honigman Bates College Student 

Deborah Howard MSAD #51 (Cumberland/North Yarmouth) Integrated Language Teacher 

Cynthia Huang 

Education Division, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in 

Boston Director 

Fatuma Hussein Immigrant Resource Center of Maine  Executive Director 

Chris Indorf Biddeford, Saco, and Dayton Public Schools Assistant Superintendent, ESOL Coordinator 

Daniel Jackson Eastern Aroostook RSU 39 World Language Teacher 

Alice  Kabore South Portland School Department Multicultural and Multilingual Coordinator 

Mohamed Kilani Portland Public Schools Spanish Teacher 

Arne Koch 

Colby College/Maine Chapter, Association of Teachers of 

German Associate Professor of German/Chapter President 

Peter Lancia Westbrook School Department Superintendent 

Grace Leavitt MSAD 51/Maine Education Association Teacher (Currently on Leave)/President of MEA 

Ángel Loredo Maine DOE 

Director, Office of Higher Education & Educator Support 

Services 

Rebecca Lynch Nichols Portland Public School, Casco Bay High School Spanish Teacher 

Tatiana Nodleman Falmouth Public Schools Spanish Teacher 

Camden Martin Lewiston-Auburn/Saint Dominic Academy French Teacher 

Jared McCannell Penobscot Bay Language School Executive Director 

Eric McGough Eastern Aroostook RSU 39 Caribou High School Principal 

Kathleen McGovern University of Southern Maine Assistant Professor of TESOL 

Lysa McLemore Lewiston Public Schools Assistant ELL Director 

Andrea  Mercado Lewiston Public Schools ELL Teacher 

Agnès Ndiaye Tounkara French Heritage Language program (The FACE Foundation) Program Officer 

Shalom  Odokara  NKENNE, Inc. CSO 

Michael  Odokara-Okigbo NKENNE, Inc.  CEO 

Noah Ouellette French Embassy Education Officer 



Annemarie Orth Portland Public Schools World Languages Specialist and Spanish Teacher 

Kelli Park MSAD 75  English Language Instructor 

Desiree Pena Panorama Speech Therapy, LLC Speech-Language Pathologist 

Cristina Perez MSAD 37 ESOL Teacher 

Carla Picard RSU 39 Multilingual Learner Specialist 

Gina Post Maine Charter School Commission Chief Program Officer 

Jaye Rich Lewiston Public Schools ELL Teacher  

Dorothy  Robinson RSU 9 School Board Member/Parent 

Anna Rockwell University of Southern Maine Parent/ESOL Instructor/Italian Instructor 

Juana Rodriguez-Vazquez  Mano en Mano (Hand in Hand)  Executive Director  

Philip Rotolo 

University of Southern Maine, College of Management & 

Human Service Assistant to the Dean 

Maria Sandweiss University of Maine Lecturer in Spanish 

Josephine Schiebel RSU 18 Teacher 

Verena Shifferman Goethe-Institut Boston Language Consultant 

Sue  Serle NKENNE GM 

Nicole Siffrinn 

University of Southern Maine, Department of Literacy, 

Language, and Culture Assistant Professor of Literacy, Language, and Culture 

Elena Smith Wiscasset Schools, RSU 12, AOS 93 ESOL teacher 

Sharon Sparks Madawaska School District 33 District Support in the Upper St. John River Valley 

Patty Sprague Ocean Avenue Elementary School 

International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program 

Coordinator 

Andrea Stairs-Davenport University of Southern Maine Professor and Associate Dean 

Lauren Stark University of Maine at Augusta Assistant Professor of Education/Field Placement Director 

Traci Storti RSU 29 Spanish Teacher 

Thania Thania Hernandez Mano en Mano Maine Migrant Education Program 

Laura Thomas Mano en Mano  Director of Access and Advocacy Programs  

Christina Tideswell Lewiston Public Schools ELL Assistant Director 

Claudia Torres The University of Maine Lecturer in Spanish & Critical Languages (VOX) Coordinator 



Jean Twomey RSU 1 Spanish & French teacher 

Yvette Unezase Maine Association for New Americans Project Manager 

Carlos Villacorta 

University of Maine, Department of Modern Languages 

and Classics Chair, Associate Professor of Spanish 

Daniel Weeks Maine DOE Title III Coordinator  

Corinne Wilson RSU 24 ESOL Teacher/Coordinator 

Erica Woods Gorham School District ESOL Specialist 

Jessica Wung 

Education Division, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in 

Boston Administrative Assistant 

Jing Zhang 

Maine Chinese Language and Culture Center of Maine 

(CLCCM)/Bangor Chinese School (BCS) Director 

 


