
TIMSS, ICIL, PISA, and TALIS are all international
assessments, whereas NAEP is a national
assessment.

PISA is designed to measure "literacy" broadly,
while the Trends in International Mathematics
and Science Study (TIMSS) and the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) have
stronger links to curriculum frameworks and
seeks to measure students' mastery of specific
knowledge, skills, and concepts. 

The content of PISA is drawn from broad content
areas, such as living systems and physical
systems for science, in contrast to more specific
curriculum-based content such as biology or
physics. Students participating in PISA use their
reading, mathematics and science knowledge
and skills to meet real-life challenges.
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