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Instructional Areas Distributions in the  
Maine Through Year Assessment 

 

This is a supplemental resource that provides additional context on the structure of the Maine Through Year Assessment. The Structure of 
the Maine Through Year Assessment video provides essential background information regarding this assessment. 

Fall and Winter Administrations of the Maine Through Year Assessment 
The fall and winter administrations of the Maine Through Year Assessment are diagnostic assessments, and the Instructional Areas are 
equally weighted, all containing approximately the same number of questions. All questions contribute to a student’s RIT score. 

The bars below show the equal distribution of questions at each Instructional Area throughout the assessment. Please note that this does 
not reflect the order of questions within the assessment. Questions from various Instructional Areas are shuffled throughout the 
assessment. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwPlMgORDCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwPlMgORDCQ
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Spring Administration of the Maine Through Year Assessment 
The spring administration of the Maine Through Year Assessment has both a summative portion, which comprises two-thirds of the 
assessment, and a diagnostic portion, which comprises the remaining one-third of the assessment.  

The summative assessment includes field test items (questions) that may align to any grade-level standards, and these questions do not 
contribute to a student’s score. Field test items are evaluated for their inclusion as operational, or scored, questions the following academic 
year. This allows for the continued development and improvement of the state assessment. 

 

Operational Summative Items 
The operational summative items are the questions on the spring assessment that contribute to both the student’s Maine-specific scale 
score and the student’s RIT score. The Instructional Areas for this group of questions are not equally weighted. Instead, at each grade level, 
there are areas of instructional emphasis, which are reflected in the summative blueprints. 

Summative Blueprints for Mathematics Based on Instructional Areas 

 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Through%20Year%20Assessment%20Blueprint.pdf
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Summative Blueprints for Reading Based on Instructional Areas 

 

Example: Grade 4 Mathematics 
For example, the operational summative items on the grade 4 mathematics spring administration follow this blueprint: 

 

One possible distribution of questions that meets the above blueprint is reflected in the visual below. As a reminder, this does not reflect the 
order of questions within the assessment. Field test questions, summative questions, and diagnostic questions from different Instructional 
Areas are shuffled throughout the assessment. 

 

Similar to the fall and winter blueprints, the Instructional Areas are equally represented across all questions on the assessment that 
contribute to the student’s score, or all operational summative and diagnostic questions. In order to have an equal distribution of questions 
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across the entire assessment, areas of emphasis on the summative portion are typically de-emphasized on the diagnostic portion, and vice 
versa.  

For example, Numbers & Operations is an area of instructional emphasis at Grade 4 and makes up a large portion of the summative 
blueprint. Because there are so many Numbers & Operations questions in the summative portion, there are very few questions from this 
Instructional Area on the diagnostic portion (shown here as “& O”). 

 

When considered as a whole, operational summative questions and diagnostic questions combined, each of the Instructional Areas are 
approximately equally weighted. 

Example: Grade 6 Reading 
The operational summative items on the grade 6 reading spring administration follow this blueprint: 

 

One possible distribution of questions that meets the above blueprint is reflected in the visual below. As a reminder, this does not reflect the 
order of questions within the assessment. Field test questions, summative questions, and diagnostic questions from different Instructional 
Areas are shuffled throughout the assessment. 



March 2024 
 

 

When considering all operational summative questions and diagnostic questions together, the Instructional Areas become approximately 
equally weighted. 

 

Changes in Future Administrations 
As NWEA continuously works to improve the MAP Growth assessment for all of its users, future changes to the MAP Growth assessment and 
RIT score calculations may impact the diagnostic components of the fall, winter, and spring administrations of the Maine Through Year 
Assessment. If these changes impact the Maine Through Year Assessment, resources will be updated by both the Maine Department of 
Education and NWEA. 

Who do I contact for more information about the Maine Through Year Assessment? 
Please contact Krista Averill, Assessment Coordinator at the Maine Department of Education, at Krista.Averill@maine.gov for more 
information regarding the Maine Through Year Assessment. 

mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov

