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Agenda

• Maine Through Year Assessment Information

• ESEA Application Goals for 2023-24

• ESEA Performance Report Goals for 2022-

23

• Additional Questions and Support



Background Information: 

Maine Through Year Assessment
First administration in Spring 2023 (May 1-26)

Both MAP Growth and the Maine Through Year Assessment…

• Are designed and created by NWEA

• Are computer-adaptive

• Produce nationally-normed RIT scores

The Maine Through Year Assessment also

• Produces a 4-digit Maine-specific performance score and 

achievement level

• Meets federal peer review requirements for state assessments

Due to spring 2023 being the first administration of the Maine 

Through Year Assessment, score results will be delayed.



Math and Reading Growth Goals Based 

on the Maine Through Year Assessment

From the Fall 2023 administration to the Spring 2024 

administration of the Maine Through Year Assessment, at 

least 45% of students will meet or exceed their projected 

RIT score in Math.

From the Fall 2023 administration to the Spring 

2024 administration of the Maine Through Year 

Assessment, at least 45% of students will meet or exceed 

their projected RIT score in Reading.



Goals Using MAP Growth Reports

MAP Growth reports will be available for the Spring 2023 and 

future RIT score results, provided that the SAU or school 

rosters their students in the MAP Growth platform prior to 

the close of each assessment administration window.

For spring 2023, schools should roster their students in the MAP 

Growth platform prior to May 26.

Note: Maine-specific performance score and achievement level 

results will not be incorporated into MAP Growth reports. These 

results will appear only in the Through Year Assessment 

platform.



What does it mean to meet projected 

growth?

RIT scores are nationally normed and allow for the 

comparison of a student's achievement and growth to 

the expected achievement and growth of students in the 

same grade level across the nation.

NWEA's 2020 MAP Growth Normative Data 

Overview

https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/MAPGrowthNormativeDataOverview.pdf


What does it mean to meet projected 

growth?

The rate of 

academic 

growth is 

related to the 

student's 

starting RIT 

score.



What does it mean to meet projected 

growth?

Projected RIT score:

Predicted future score for a student who makes typical 

growth, based on NWEA national growth norms. 

Projections take into account the student's initial score, 

grade level, and time between tests.

Projected Growth:

The change in RIT score that about half of US students will 

make over time, based on student growth norms.

Initial Score + Projected Growth = Projected RIT Score



What does it mean to meet projected 

growth?

Achievement Status and Growth Summary Report 

(pages 54-57 in the MAP Growth Reports Portfolio)

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/brochure/46865/MAP-Growth-reports-portfolio_NWEA.pdf/


How can I track student’s progress 

toward meeting projected growth?

Achievement Status and Growth Summary Report 

(pages 54-57 in the MAP Growth Reports Portfolio)

https://www.nwea.org/resource-center/brochure/46865/MAP-Growth-reports-portfolio_NWEA.pdf/


Math and Reading Growth Goals Based 

on the Maine Through Year Assessment

From the Fall 2023 administration to the Spring 2024 

administration of the Maine Through Year 

Assessment, at least 45% of students will meet or 

exceed their projected RIT score in Math.

From the Fall 2023 administration to the Spring 

2024 administration of the Maine Through Year 

Assessment, at least 45% of students will meet or 

exceed their projected RIT score in Reading.



Impact on the FY24 ESEA 

Application

• The delay in release of state assessment results will not negatively 

impact the submission or approval of FY24 ESEA Applications

• SAUs should continue to use all relevant data points available to them 

in order to complete the annual updating of their Comprehensive 

Needs Assessments

• Spring RIT scores

• Fall/Winter NWEA data

• Other local data points

• That data is then used to help determine high needs areas for SAUs 

and their schools when developing goals for the FY24 ESEA 

Application



Impact on the FY23 

ESEA Performance Report

• The transition to the new Maine Through Year Assessment 

may impact the ability of some SAUs to report on 

previously established goals in the FY23 ESEA Application

• SAUs will have several options available for reporting on 

goals that have included achievement for Math and/or 

Literacy on the state assessment as their indicators

• SAUs MUST NOT revise the FY23 ESEA Application 

goals, as written in their approved funding applications



Impact on the FY23 ESEA 

Performance Report



Impact on the FY23 ESEA 

Performance Report

Spring 2023 Maine Through Year Assessment RIT scores 

will be available...

• in preliminary student results data files in July 2023 in 

operational reports in the Acacia platform

• in MAP Growth reports in August 2023 within the MAP Growth 

platform

Comparing fall 2022 to spring 2023 results

• RIT scores from MAP Growth and the Through Year Assessment 

will be comparable and nationally-normed

• Achievement levels (e.g., Below, At, and Above Expectations) 

will not be comparable



Potential Solutions for Goals Based 

on Achievement Levels

Districts can use the cut 

scores that align with the 

spring 2021 and 

2022 achievement levels at 

each grade level and apply 

their new RIT score data

Limitations: 

– Need to use grade-specific

achievement level goals as 

RIT cut scores vary by grade 

level

– Potentially time-consuming

Understanding Spring 

21/22 & Spring 23 

Achievement Levels

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Understanding%20Maine%20Achievement%20Levels%20Reading_Math%20%281%29.pdf


Potential Solutions for Goals Based 

on Achievement Levels

Districts can set achievement goals based on what they 

hope to see for RIT score results with the 2023 Maine 

Through Year Assessment

NWEA's 2020 MAP Growth Normative Data Overview

On the Spring 2023 

administration of the Maine 

Through Year Assessment, at 

least 45% of grade 

8 students will earn a score 

of 221 or higher in Math.

Understanding Spring 

21/22 & Spring 23 

Achievement Levels

https://teach.mapnwea.org/impl/MAPGrowthNormativeDataOverview.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Understanding%20Maine%20Achievement%20Levels%20Reading_Math%20%281%29.pdf


Other Potential Solutions for Goals 

Based on Achievement Levels
Report on achievement goals using alternative 

local data sources as your indicator instead of 

the state assessment:

• DRAs

• Fountas & Pinnell

• STAR assessments

• Other locally chosen or locally developed 

assessments



Remaining Questions?

• Maine Through Year 

Assessment: 

• Krista Averill 
(Krista.Averill@maine.gov)

• ESEA Grant Applications 

& Performance Reports: 

• Regional Program 

Manager

For further questions, please reach out the appropriate 

individual(s) at the Maine DOE:


