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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:00  (5 min) to slide 2 
Welcome, Agenda & logistics

HEATHER



What’s this all about?

Learning Objectives
Today, we are going to …
• Explore History, Literacy, and the relationship between;
• Unpack some preconceptions and misconceptions;
• Learn how to use the QFT;
• Ask a bunch of questions!

History, Literacy & the QFT!
✔ Professional Development

Understand how literacy 
skills are built through 
place-based explorations of 
history – and - gain QFT 
skills!

✔ Learning Outcomes

2
✔ Contact Hours

1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
HEATHER: Reviews slide, adds… And often, when we introduce ourselves at these sorts of things, it is all about where and what we teach – but we are more than that, and those other things inform who we are and how we teach. So we are going to take a moment to introduce ourselves more fully to you, and ask that you take a moment to drop your name, and a few key things about yourself, and places or things that are meaningful, into the chat. 
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Who Are We?

2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SAM: introduces himself
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Who Are We?

3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
KATHY: Introduces herself
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Who Are We?

4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
HEATHER: Introduces herself
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• Question
• Formulation
• Technique

QFT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:10
 
Defining Terms & Setting Norms (5 min)
One of the tools – and mindsets – we are going to be using today, both in the role of students experiencing it, and then as educators, studying it, is the Question Formulation Technique, or the QFT. I know some of you have used this before, so go ahead and send out a heart emoji if you’re familiar – and if you’re not, you’re in luck, because today is the day! This is a way of engaging students with deep thinking, developed by Harvard
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Go over the different levels of inquiry. Today we will be “swimming in the structure inquiry end.” Invites them to put where they are with their students into the chat
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Connections 
to Literacy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:15 (5 min, inc. slide 6) 

Intro to QFT & Inquiry process
Rules & process of QFT
Closed v Open Closed question Can be answered with a yes  no or single fact.. Useful for gathering specific information or making quick decisions. Open question requires a longer more thoughtful response.. Encourages deeper thinking discussion and exploration .. Why is matters in QFT because it helps students analyze and improve their questions.. Also encourages them to convert questions to better fit the purpose.
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It is time to reveal The Question Focus.

• Could be a statement,
• Could be an image,
• The only thing that can’t be a Question Focus… is another Question.

For this, we are going to divide into two groups

“Trees” with Kathy “Grand Hotels” with Heather

OR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:20  40 minutes 
BREAKOUT ROOMS – 
So now it is time to get right into it, and reveal the Question Focus!  This could be a statement, it could be an image – the only thing it can’t be, is a question.  
For this, we are going to break into two groups, 
“Trees” – Kathy
“Grand Hotels” – Heather
And Sam will help us all get into our breakout rooms. See you back here in the Main Room in 40 minutes.

SAM: Creates breakout rooms & sends people, equal numbers.
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A

Champlain & Dorr mountains have light green and dark green areas in the summer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:20   (2 min) to slide 8
QFT Focus
KATHY: Reads statement
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A

Champlain & Dorr mountains have light green and 
dark green areas in the summer.

Produce your Questions

• Ask as many as you can in the 
time you have

• Do NOT stop to discuss, 
judge, or answer

• Write each question exactly 
as it was given

• Change any statements into 
questions 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:22 (8 min to Main Room/Slide 11)
Generate Questions
KATHY: We will need one person to be the scribe and take the notes – great, thank you. Quick reminder of the rules, (reads rules) Ok, as many questions as you can – go!
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B The Malvern Hotel, Bar Harbor, Maine

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:20  (2 min) to slide 10 
QFT Focus
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B

The Malvern Hotel, Bar Harbor, Maine

Produce your Questions

• Ask as many as you can in the 
time you have

• Do NOT stop to discuss, 
judge, or answer

• Write each question exactly 
as it was given

• Change any statements into 
questions 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:22 (8 min to Main Room/Slide 11)
Generate Questions
HEATHER: We will need one person to be the scribe and take the notes – great, thank you. Quick reminder of the rules, (reads rules) Ok, as many questions as you can – go!
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Improving the 
Questions



1515

Improve your Questions

• Number the Questions
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Improve your Questions

• Number the Questions

• Label them as either “O”pen or “C”losed 



1717

Improve your Questions

• Number the Questions
• Label them as either “O”pen or “C”losed

• What are the pros and cons of each? 
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Improve your Questions

• Number the Questions
• Label them as either “O”pen or “C”losed
• What are the pros and cons of each? 

• Change one “O” to “C”, and one “C” to “O”
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Discussion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
9:55 – Discussion (5 min)
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Strategize

• Prioritize your questions

• Select the one you are going to research today

(What # question was it on your list?)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:00 – Select the question, note the number (5 min)
Back to MAINE ROOM
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Share Out

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:05 – Share out the Selected Question, decide which group – equal numbers (5 min)
BREAK
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10 minutes…

22

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:10    (10 min)
Break
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Research

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:20 – BREAKOUT ROOMS, straight to slide
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Strategize

• What is your Plan?
- What do you need to KNOW?
- What do you need to DO?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:10 – Strategize (2 min), “Julia Child it”
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A

Champlain & Dorr mountains have light green and 
dark green areas in the summer.

Sources

Acadia National Park

Arbor Day Foundation Tree ID

Maine Dept. of Agriculture

National Park Service

News Center Maine

Tree Bee

Twenty Trees of Maine

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:12  – Research (28 min)

https://www.nps.gov/acad/learn/nature/plants.htm
https://www.arborday.org/tree-identification
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/publications/handbooks_guides/forest_trees/individual_spp_index.html
https://www.nps.gov/acad/learn/historyculture/fireof1947.htm
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/money/economy/bar-harbor-fall-foliage-where-can-i-see-fall-foliage-leaves-summit-of-cadillac-mountains-downeast-maine-chamber-of-commerce/97-25a6e07c-6de5-4835-bb8a-8f16c1b18fc3#:%7E:text=Bar%20Harbor%20area%20generates%20nearly,Park%20in%20October%20last%20year.
https://treebee.ca/identify-a-tree/
https://whylookattrees.wordpress.com/2015/07/29/twenty-maine-trees/
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Strategize

• What is your Plan?
- What do you need to KNOW?
- What do you need to DO?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:10 – Strategize (2 min), “Julia Child it”
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B

The Malvern Hotel, Bar Harbor, Maine

Sources
Bar Harbor Historical Society

BHHS Archives

Bar Harbor Hotels and Boarding Houses

History.com

Maine Dept. of Agriculture

National Park Service

Portland Press Herald

When In Your State

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:12 – Research (28 min)


https://barharborhistorical.org/town-history/
https://barharborhistorical.historyit.com/search-interfaces/search/bhhs-online-archive/0/3/1/0/0/grid?q%5Bsf7%5D=Malvern%20Hotel&facetState=eJxNjkELwjAMhf%2BK5NyDnsQePUx3EBSP4qG22Sh0bU3bwRj772Zugpfk5ct7ISN0d3Sosw0%2BHYdKacyVRWdAjpOAbgUuI9U%2BlvyPTxRKTEscOfB4%2FjZX1WJarbW32Sq33EBzK0gDr%2BA9l9TsQcJFuR7Jb84howMOhRfTpAMh8MDaYNIsIx89COiZtGQNE9IW5FZASs23R47ITAUF2Ahyxw41fzZNH4aQTWM%3D&&ob=score&o=desc&ps=9&hideControlsOnLoad=1
http://www.vfthomas.com/MDI%20Cultural%20History%20Project/MDIhotels/BarHarborhotelshome.htm
https://www.history.com/articles/post-world-war-ii-boom-economy
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/publications/handbooks_guides/forest_trees/individual_spp_index.html
https://www.nps.gov/acad/learn/historyculture/fireof1947.htm
https://www.pressherald.com/2017/10/21/fire-had-profound-impact-on-bar-harbor-and-acadia/
https://wheninyourstate.com/maine/the-raging-fire-that-ended-bar-harbors-golden-age-destroyed-millionaires-row-in-1947/
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Report Back

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10:40 – Share out What was learned in Research Phase (10 min)
10:50 – Connections between the two (10 min)
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Deeper Dive

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
11:00 
Lifting the Lid
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*

31

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Additional Studies: https://www.coreknowledge.org/baseball-experiment-two-wisconsin-researchers-discovered-comprehension-gap-knowledge-gap/
National Library of Medicine
- Learning Care Group


https://www.coreknowledge.org/baseball-experiment-two-wisconsin-researchers-discovered-comprehension-gap-knowledge-gap/
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Literacy Interwoven
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The 5 “Big Ideas” of Literacy

Phonemic Awareness - The ability to identify and play with individual sounds in 
spoken words.

Phonics - Reading instruction on understanding how letters and groups of letters 
link to sounds to form letter- sound relationships and spelling patterns.

Fluency - The ability to read words, phrases, sentences, and stories correctly, with 
enough speed, and expression.

Vocabulary - Knowing what words mean and how to say and use them correctly.

Comprehension - The ability to understand what you are reading.

“The Science of Reading” - National Center on Improving Literacy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SAM:  Waterfall replies on connections to Big 5

https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/phonemic-awareness
https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/phonics
https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/fluency
https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/expression
https://improvingliteracy.org/glossary/vocabulary
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/science-reading-basics/index.html
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/science-reading-basics/index.html
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Reflection



II Resources

Hubs
STEAM Hub

EnGiNE Learning 
Experiences

Numeracy Hub

Literacy Hub Civics Hub

Question Formulation Technique

Modern Literacies

Teaching with Transfer

Student Centered Learning

Human Centered Learning

II Professional 
Learning Schedule

II Newsletter
Concept Based Instruction

II Professional 
Learning Page

Interdisciplinary 
Instruction Homepage

Arts & Humanities Hub - Coming Soon

https://www.maine.gov/doe/steam
https://www.maine.gov/doe/steam
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II/PL/sched
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II/PL/sched
https://www.maine.gov/doe/numeracy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/numeracy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/literacy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/literacy
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/civics
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/civics
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II/PL/sched
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II/PL/sched
https://us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a582edd6473e477ef6307c769&id=21283d239d
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II/PL
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II/PL
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/II
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
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Stay Connected!

Feedback

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
11:25
And last, but not least, we really value your feedback on this session so we can continue to bring you programming you find useful – so please take a few moments to complete the form for today. Thank you.
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