
Wabanaki Studies
Kci Woliwoni to our Wabanaki Advisors: Nolan Altvater, Javier Alicea-Santiago, Esther Anne, Heather Augustine, Carmella Bear, 
Chris Becker, Keely Becker, Maulian Bryant, Dolores Crofton-Macdonald, Zeke Crofton-Macdonald, Carol Dana, Sikwani Dana, 
John Dennis, Evelyn Dore, Gen Doughty, Wendy Newell Dyer, Candi Ewer, Alexandra Francis, Cyril Francis, Damon Galipeau, 
Jennifer Galipeau, Tori Hildreth, Jasmine Lamb, Newell Lewey, Kiwenik (Kyle) Lolar, Kasq (Natalie) Dana Lolar, Donna Loring, 
John Bear Mitchell, John Neptune, Selena Neptune-Bear, Mali Obomsawin, Keyana Pardilla, Gabe Paul, Nicole Paul, Roger Paul, 
Darren Ranco, Joe Robbins, Minquansis Sapiel, Richard Silliboy, Chris Sockalexis, Jaedan Sockbeson, Donald Soctomah, Lydia 
Soctomah, Tony Sutton, Jasmine Thompson-Tintor, Dwayne Tomah, and Dena Winslow

https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/wabanakistudies



Brianne & Kaya Lolar

BB
Panawahpskek Nation
Wabanaki Studies Specialist 
(Maine Department of Education)

Panawahpskek Nation
Policy & Wabanaki Studies Coordinator 
(Maine Environmental Education 
Association)



Introductions

Name
School
Role
Favorite thing about winter



What connects us?



A Place We All Call Home



People of the Dawnland

The Panawahpskek (Penobscot) Nation, 
Peskotomuhkati (Passamaquoddy) Tribe, 
Mi’kmaq Nation,  (Wolastoqiyik) Houlton 
Band of Maliseet Indians, and Abenaki  
(collectively known as the Wabanaki 
Nations) have lived for thousands of years 
in the land we now call Maine and Canada. 
They are known collectively as the 
Wabanaki, "People of the Dawnland." 



Why do names matter? Why can’t 
we just call Wabanaki Nations by 
their Colonized Names?



Traditional Name Pronunciation Meaning Westernized 
Name

Mi’kmaq meeg-muck My kin friends Micmac

Pαnawαhpskewəyak

Alənαpayi-mənəhan

Buh-na-wuhp-skehw-
eeyug
Ahl-nuh-buyee min- 
n-hun

People of where the 
rocks widen out

“The people’s island”

Penobscot

Indian Island

Peskotomuhkatiyik

Sipayik

Motahkomikuk

Beska-d’m-oo-kud-eeyi
gk

Z-bye-ig

moo-dock-me-guhg

People who hunt 
pollock

“At the edge”

“At the sharp, steep 
land”

Passamaquoddy

Pleasant Point

Indian Township

Wolastoqiyik woh-luhst-tuk-ee-ig People of the 
beautiful river

Maliseet

Abènaki  
Odanak

ah-ben-ahk-ee
oh-dun-ahk

People of the East
In the village

Abenaki
Odanak



The language that 
was heard first Map Resources

https://native-land.ca/ 

https://bates.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/inde
x.html?id=c6e578016e9541b988a12d4a0a912056

https://peopleofthefirstlight.org/maps/map2.html

The first scientists of the land

https://native-land.ca/
https://bates.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c6e578016e9541b988a12d4a0a912056
https://bates.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=c6e578016e9541b988a12d4a0a912056
https://peopleofthefirstlight.org/maps/map2.html


Where do you live?

Take 10 minutes to find where you live. Where is your 
school? https://native-land.ca/ 

https://forms.gle/jY5naoRubTjbuX5a8

https://native-land.ca/


When you know the language, you know the culture

Ikwe or the word for woman is connected to Aki-earth. Both are life 
givers. 

Old Woman, mindimooyehn actually breaks down to “one that holds it 
all together.” 

Old Man - Akiwensii - literally means “earth caretaker”. 

Elder - Gichi ayaa’aa - means “great being.” 

Child - abinoojii - describes a spirit that was specifically placed here. 
The values are built into the language.

George Lyndon (Anishinaabe)

agwiden: that which floats lightly 
A presentation on Wabanaki and Canoeing- 
Damon Galipeau, Panawahpskek



Elders and Youth
https://youtu.be/0nu0v8oyLqA?si=ufnDzdylS1741UH

https://youtu.be/0nu0v8oyLqA?si=ufnDzdylS1741UH


ELDER TREES 
AND PLANTS
•The bigger, older trees and 
plants
• Ability to lift water upwards 
hundreds of feet
•Creates a microclimate 
under the canopy
•Only takes what it needs and 
helps the other trees and 
plants in the community
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Slowing down

Take time to learn from one another

Take the deep breath <3



EVERYTHING IS 
CONNECTED IN 
A COMMUNITY
• We all need to remember that it 

is about responsibility, not rights
• It is about relationships, not 

resources in nature
• It is about caring for, not 

management in nature
• We have a right to manage our 

natural resources.
• We have a responsibility to care 

for our natural relationships





Children must first build 

relationships with the 

land to become its 

stewards



What were your outside 
experiences as a child? What do 

you think has changed?



What connects us?









Multiple ways of knowing

Both help us make sense of the many mysteries about life, the planet we live on, and our 
place in the universe. 



“I envision a time when the intellectual monoculture of science will be 
replaced with a polyculture of complementary knowledges.”

– Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass 

Community













Wabanaki Studies Specialist 

MOOSE Wabanaki Studies Learning Progression | Department of Education

Wabanaki Studies - Resources | Department of Education

https://www.maine.gov/doe/moose/lp/wabanaki
https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/wabanakistudies/resources








Educator Guides

Take some time to look over one of our educator guides. Spend 10 minutes jotting 

ideas on how you can use this. What’s missing? 

Ed Guide comments 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WajSnVAe8vBP40dYHGZ_VavYwv_6xAH1XpbvVgSAzDQ/edit?usp=sharing


Microcourses

Microcourses are in development to support 
educators in Wabanaki Studies learning 
journeys. A mini-microcourse will provide a 
bite-sized overview of key concepts, offering 
an accessible entry point before engaging 
with the more in-depth Microcourses, which 
explore topics in greater detail. All courses in 
the series will be reviewed by Wabanaki 
Advisors—just like the MOOSE modules and 
Wabanaki Studies Educator Guides—to ensure 
cultural accuracy and integrity.

EnGiNE:
https://engine.maine.gov/ How to sign up for Wabanaki Studies microcourses

https://learn.moodle.rrev-engine.com/mod/book/view.php?id=2681&chapterid=1055#mod_book-chapter
https://learn.moodle.rrev-engine.com/course/view.php?id=164
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13-n5WSa5jYhxzLTyO8uorHknmOKBNNuwHbxHsn9CAoc/edit?usp=sharing


Elders and Wabanaki Advisors

Please be 
considerate when 
using AI along side 
Wabanaki Studies 
Curriculum!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KmYhm_7eMi5pYkd7kwR1EF0lugY_XKXbbvNsbXBKug0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T8aghFxHs6bC2dpotqDrQeMQCf8MefRvD51qa6E1tG8/edit?usp=sharing


Appreciation vs. Appropriation
Culturally Responsible Art 
Education.docx

Gabe Frey- Manitobah

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1o1q20ueBzWzVf3q_Tq9xSefu858BgKhacJeyfYKIzCE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rs7sSOHvYkZ9-vBTTrJSXorA3BpA1KmJd9z1mZVvvpU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7fxoprcmWW1xxuzRJUDhkD-OSgSQBn9/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=117964509017504394177&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7fxoprcmWW1xxuzRJUDhkD-OSgSQBn9/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=117964509017504394177&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.manitobah.com/collections/gabriel-frey-collection?srsltid=AfmBOoomtZyOgDe7yt2pilYdzMeqxWTH_kEqxktr9vQ3nxs0YwH2hvOk




Where can I find 
Wabanaki Books? And 
how do I know if they 
are a good resource?

Check out this LIST of recommended and NON 

recommended books!

Focus on Indigenous Authors! 

When in doubt, check Debbie Reese’s Website!

Banned/Challenged Books

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Wabanaki%20Studies%20-%20Indigenous%20Books%20%28the%20good%2C%20the%20bad%2C%20the%20ugly%29%20-%209.19.2024.pdf
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/154Pc7f016PHOmBjquQVZm_VkCucEuVQNYDBRtGzHZzk/edit?usp=sharing




Interdisciplinary Kits

                                               
bookmarks

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wolYwtj6QbcUSQWSnfEIkWkJT8PcSjV9RcSAaeX0ibI/edit?usp=sharing


Wabanaki Webinars

Wabanaki Webinars: 
https://forms.gle/8zkZb54CzwRiYSEJ6

https://forms.gle/8zkZb54CzwRiYSEJ6?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExU3huQ3dSRkNIVWhiVlYzY3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4B_dBTHWtmXL7NzP7mvS8ntq4DCtoTOIJWspl1Zqwp9eRxnao1Kgc8bZuXjg_aem_E3jc9RncRn-Zb2G7SRtCkA


Nominate an Educator! 

https://forms.office.com/g/35vhqsisy0 

https://forms.office.com/g/35vhqsisy0


Dawnland Screenings

https://forms.office.com/g/AwtmRumHvq

5-8pm

https://forms.office.com/g/AwtmRumHvq


Dawnland Screenings
Time: 5 to 8 p.m. 

Audience: Maine educators, school leaders, and parents 

Contact Hours: 3 hours awarded 

An RSVP is required! Space is limited at each site, so please register here: RSVP LINK 

January 27, 2026  

● Bethel , Telstar Middle School 
284 Walkers Mills Road 

January 29, 2026  

● Old Town , Old Town High School 
203 Stillwater Ave 

February 12, 2026 

● Calais, Wabanaki Culture Center 
39 Union Street 

March 9, 2026 

● Freeport , Freeport Performing Arts Center 
30 Holbrook Street 

https://forms.office.com/g/AwtmRumHvq


Wabanaki Policy Youth Initiative

Email Kaya@meeassociation.org



Journey Through the Dawnland
Stamp your travel log at 
participating destinations 
throughout what is now called 
Maine, and learn more about 
the Wabanaki and their 
homelands! As you collect 
stamps and answer questions 
in your travel log, you can win 
prizes including stickers, 
jewelry, and signed books by 
Wabanaki authors!

2024 Journey Through the Dawnland

2025 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGI3c3M94g/kDk5RSQM1w8gd8tMvtzGcg/edit?utm_content=DAGI3c3M94g&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hzQX1m0P6_P8UgGFv0SvLyXqHkMeW4_G/view
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGe_zjj7es/1Lk9qTmjJz7Fk5zA9fOv5g/view?utm_content=DAGe_zjj7es&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hcf50a88cf3


Need more resources? https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/wabanakistudies

Want to host a Wabanaki presenter? WKS Directory

Feel like you need more pd? How to sign up for Wabanaki Studies microcourses

Don’t know where to start?
Wabanaki Studies - Framework

Teacher resources:
Standards based, interdisciplinary curriculum: Educator Guides
Online modules:
MOOSE Wabanaki Studies Learning Progression | Department of Education 
Accompanying module resources: https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/wabanakistudies/resources 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/wabanakistudies
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KmYhm_7eMi5pYkd7kwR1EF0lugY_XKXbbvNsbXBKug0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13-n5WSa5jYhxzLTyO8uorHknmOKBNNuwHbxHsn9CAoc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jj4gYwfHqmr5dKETrpREOWb8WR6IVWCss0mqPRutFXY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CHydJwuP2IZxhvtDDy8cckd4u5K8iLTKTvnAC_rKQFM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.maine.gov/doe/moose/lp/wabanaki
https://www.maine.gov/doe/innovation/wabanakistudies/resources




What is next? 

What would you like to learn more about?

What can you do to further this work and your learning journey?



Questions & Feedback Form

OTL & OI - Attendee Form

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q6g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-GTsFdpgfprxpKpPMUrclJcw9URTNQS1RZVVRGSjBCMjJZQ1pWQ1RJRk9MUiQlQCN0PWcu


Kci Woliwoni!
Contact: 
brianne.lolar@maine.gov 

 

mailto:brianne.lolar@maine.gov

