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Maine Department of Education

Early Learning Vision 
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Early Learning Mission 
To collaborate with all stakeholders to promote the well-being 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ
learning opportunities from birth through the early 

elementary grades.

!ƭƭ ƻŦ aŀƛƴŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ 
to transition into their adolescent 
years as healthy, engaged and 
inquisitive learners.
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Unit 2: Friends



Goals for Unit 2 
Overview
ÅLearn the overall unit concepts
ÅConnect concepts to Read A-louds, Centers, and 

Small groups
ÅGain tips to support instruction and flow of the 

unit

Learn the overarching big 
ideas and concepts of 
Unit 2.

V Foundational Concepts

Overviews for curriculum 
components and connections 
to concepts

V Component overviews and connections

See images from classrooms 
is Maine and learn some tips 
and suggestions!

V See Pre-K for ME in Maine 
Classrooms!
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Friends:
The Big Ideas
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ÅChildren will explore concepts of 
friendship and how to be a good 
friend.

ÅChildren will explore ways to 
resolve conflicts with friends.

ÅChildren will learn the 
importance of being who you are, 
helping friends, enjoying time 
together, and cooperating with 
each other.



Friends:
Unit Concepts
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Å A friend is someone we like and want to spend time 
with. 

Å Friends interact appropriately by cooperating, 
helping, sharing, and expressing an interest in each 
other. 

Å  We can have more than one good friend. We might 
like to do different things with different friends. 

Å Friends help one another. 
Å Friends may have arguments and get mad at one 

another. Usually, friends work out their problems 
and continue to be friends. 

Å Friends share feelings with one another, and 
identify and name emotions of anger, empathy and 
sadness by using language to resolve their 
differences. 

Å Friends have shared interests. 
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Core 
Read Aloud 

Books
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Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Read Aloud

c
Read Aloud Lesson Plans highlight key vocabulary 
and include notes for teachers to support 
vocabulary, language, and concept development
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Unit 2
Centers
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Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Centers



Center Language 
Supports

The Center Language Supports are helpful tools in 
supporting students with vocabulary, language, and 
concept development. 
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ÅBuilding Neighborhoods

ÅConstructing a Playground

ÅTransporting Food

ÅAdding Beautiful Stuff

Block Center in Unit 2
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c

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
plan and brainstorm their 
neighborhoods and structures.

Building Neighborhoods
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Constructing a Playground

c

Be creative with materials here! 
What could make a slide or a 
swing? Have students brainstorm!
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Transporting Food
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Adding Beautiful Stuff

Sending in Beautiful 
Stuff is a wonderful 
opportunity for 
families to donate to  
your classrooms 
without having to 
buy items!



18

ÅCelebrations

ÅGrocery Store and Market

ÅBarber Shop

Dramatization in Unit 2



Celebrations
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Grocery Store and Market



Barber Shop
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ÅMaking Stationery

ÅPizza Painting

ÅChalk Drawings

ÅTexture Rubbing 

ÅSorting Beautiful Stuff

ÅCollaborative Paintings

ÅCollaborative Creations

ÅCelebration Posters

ÅCrayon Resist

Art Studio and Easel in Unit 2



Making Stationery

c
Include examples of 
invitations and stationery 



Pizza Paintings

c

Tip: Mix glue and red paint to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ άǎŀǳŎŜέ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ 
toppings stick to the sauce!



Pizza Paintings 
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ÅCan be done on the table or at the 
easel
ÅYou can use a combination of pre-

cut pieces and pieces students cut 
for toppings.  
ÅA scrapbook circle punch works 

great for cutting pepperoni pieces!
ÅPaintings could be done on 

cardstock or even paper plates. 
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Chalk Drawings and Texture Rubbing



Collaborative Paintings and Creations
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Crayon Resist

c

Consider adding magnifying 
glasses for children to examine 
the crayon resist!
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ÅResearch Recipes

ÅPinata Book

Library in Unit 2
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Researching Recipes

c

Consider asking families to 
send in recipes to make a 
classroom cookbook

c
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
recipe book resource!
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ÅWashing Dishes

ÅMolding Sand

ÅRoads and Sidewalks

Discovery in Unit 2
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Washing Dishes
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Molding Sand and Roads and Sidewalks
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ÅClassroom Friends Puzzles

ÅSorting Objects

ÅClassroom Friends Memory 
Match

Manipulatives in Unit 2



Manipulatives -
Classroom Friends Puzzles 
and Sorting 

35



36

ÅWriting on Stationary

ÅDocumenting a Process

ÅA Class Book about Friends

Writing and Drawing in 
Unit 2
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Writing on Stationary/Invitations 

c

Set up a mailbox so students can 
mail the invitations and letters 
they make at the writing center!



Documenting a Process

c
Template and picture 
resource available! 
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ÅChipmunks and Squirrels

ÅSeed Dispersal

ÅMigrate, Activate, Hibernate

ÅBubbling Pinecone

ÅOther extensions suggested

Outdoor Learning and 
Nature Extensions in Unit 2



Unit 2 
Small Groups
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ÅMaking Pizzas

ÅFriendship Pictures

ÅDough Letters

ÅSorting Groceries 

ÅVocab Picture-Word 
Match

ÅUpper/Lowercase 
Letter Match

ÅPinata Paper Mache

ÅMaking Lemonade

ÅVocabulary Picture 
Cards

ÅDecorating Pinata

ÅCelebration 
Invitations



Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Small 
Groups
Small group lesson plans include vocabulary and 
guiding questions to assist teachers in supporting 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΣ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 
development.
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Small Groups Ṿ 
Making Lemonade 



Small Groups 

Painting the Pinata Dough Letters


