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Early Learning Mission 
To collaborate with all stakeholders to promote the well-being 
of the whole child to support children’s
learning opportunities from birth through the early 

elementary grades.

All of Maine’s children are prepared 
to transition into their adolescent 
years as healthy, engaged and 
inquisitive learners.
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Unit 6: Things That Grow



Goals for Unit 6 
Overview
• Learn the overall unit concepts
• Connect concepts to Read A-louds, Centers, and 

Small groups
• Gain tips to support instruction and flow of the 

unit

Learn the overarching big 
ideas and concepts of 
Unit 6.

✓ Foundational Concepts

Overviews for curriculum 
components and connections 
to concepts

✓ Component overviews and connections

See images from classrooms 
is Maine and learn some tips 
and suggestions!

✓ See Pre-K for ME in Maine 
Classrooms!
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Things That Grow:
The Big Ideas
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• Children will explore life cycles 
and learn how plants and animals 
grow and develop. 

• Children will study, observe, plant 
and nurture seeds as well as 
research animals and gardens 
around the world.

• Children will examine their own 
growth and development from 
babies to children. 



Things That Grow:
Unit Concepts
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• Living things need food, water and proper 
conditions to survive and thrive.

• Living things are part of interdependent 
systems.

• People impact their environment in different 
ways.

• Living things grow and have life cycles.
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Core 
Read Aloud 

Books
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Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Read Aloud

c
Read Aloud Lesson Plans highlight key vocabulary 
and include notes for teachers to support 
vocabulary, language, and concept development
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Unit 6
Centers
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Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Centers



Center Language 
Supports

The Center Language Supports are helpful tools in 
supporting students with vocabulary, language, and 
concept development. 
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• Building a Garden

• Building Make Way for Ducklings

• Bridges

Block Center in Unit 6
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Building A Garden

c
Print the resource of 
examples of gardens.
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Building A Garden
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Building Make Way for Ducklings

c

Include Beautiful Stuff to make 
nests and felt pieces for different 
settings.
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Building Bridges
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• Garden Center

• Making Soup

• Kindergarten

Dramatization in Unit 6



Garden Center

c
Don’t forget to print the 
resource!



Garden Center
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Making Soup

c

Rember to print the recipe on 
the resource page. Consider 
adding recipe books/cards that 
have other soup recipes.
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• Show students pictures of 
kindergarten classrooms and 
kindergarten activities

• Students will create their own 
kindergarten setting.

Kindergarten
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• Above and Below Garden Soil

• Chinese Calligraphy

• Community Garden

• Creating Cars

• Making Nests

Art Studio and Easel in Unit 6



Above & Below Garden Soil

c
Use resources to help demonstrate 
what grows above and below soil.



Chinese Calligraphy

c
Remember to print the resource. 
The resource has other examples 
of the alphabet around the world.
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Community Garden



Making Nests
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• Researching Gardens

• What Part of the Plant Are We 
Eating

• Researching Oviparous Animals

• Researching Kindergarten

Library in Unit 6
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• Comparing Capacity

• Preparing Soil

• Building Nests

Discovery in Unit 6
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Comparing Capacities



Preparing 
Soil
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• Sorting Beans

• Make Way for Ducklings Story 
Sequencing

• Oviparous Animal Name-Letter 
Match

Manipulatives in Unit 6
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Sorting Beans/Seeds
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• Garden Signs

• Diagrams

Writing and Drawing in 
Unit 6
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Writing and Drawing –
Garden Signs and Diagrams
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• Gardening – Will it Grow?

• Animal Life Cycles

• Macroinvertebrates

• Tree Life Cycle

• Flower Parts

• Other extensions and books 
suggested

Outdoor Learning and 
Nature Extensions in Unit 6



Unit 6 
Small Groups
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• Seed Experiment

• Planting Seeds

• Vegetable Memory

• Bird Feeders

• Rhyming Games

• Dear Pre-K Letters

• Story Sequencing



Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Small 
Groups
Small group lesson plans include vocabulary and 
guiding questions to assist teachers in supporting 
students’ vocabulary, language, and concept 
development.
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Small Groups – 
Planting Seeds



Unit 6
Let’s Find Out About It
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• What Does a Seed Need

• Garden Design

• Caring for Gardens

• Chinese Calligraphy

• Community Gardens

• Desert Gardens

• Edible Eggs

• Oviparous Animals

• Wheels and Tires
• Bridges
• Life Cycle 

Drawings
• Look at Pre-K 

Now



Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in LFOAI
Lesson Plans for LFOAI provide vocabulary words, 
questions and discussion points to support vocabulary, 
language, and concept development.
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Observing 
Oviparous 
Animals



SWPLN
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Songs, Word Play, Letters, and Numbers
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Unit 6 Tips

• Consider how you can involve families and the community. Invite people 
in to share their experiences with gardening and/or farming.

• Plant a variety of seeds for students to observe the growth.

• Consider if there is an opportunity for a community garden at your 
school.

• Keep up your supply of Beautiful Stuff. Students will use this building 
nests.  
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Block center

Helpful Links:

Pre-K for ME Unit 6

Pre-K for ME

DOE Early Learning
Helpful Links

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood/PreK4ME/unit6-links
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood/PreK4ME
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood
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Block center

Questions regarding 
Pre-K for ME:

Contact Marcy Whitcomb
Marcy.R.Whitcomb@maine.gov

mailto:Marcy.R.Whitcomb@maine.gov
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe

	Slide 0
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Unit 6 Centers
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Garden Center
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Above & Below Garden Soil
	Slide 25: Chinese Calligraphy
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: Making Nests
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Comparing Capacities
	Slide 31: Preparing Soil
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39: Small Groups –  Planting Seeds
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44: Unit 6 Tips
	Slide 45: Block center
	Slide 46: Block center
	Slide 47

