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Early Learning Mission 
To collaborate with all stakeholders to promote the well-being 
of the whole child to support children’s
learning opportunities from birth through the early 

elementary grades.

All of Maine’s children are prepared 
to transition into their adolescent 
years as healthy, engaged and 
inquisitive learners.
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Unit 4: World of Color



Goals for Unit 4 
Overview
• Learn the overall unit concepts
• Connect concepts to Read A-louds, Centers, and 

Small groups
• Gain tips to support instruction and flow of the 

unit

Learn the overarching big 
ideas and concepts of 
Unit 4.

✓ Foundational Concepts

Overviews for curriculum 
components and connections 
to concepts

✓ Component overviews and connections

See images from classrooms 
is Maine and learn some tips 
and suggestions!

✓ See Pre-K for ME in Maine 
Classrooms!
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World of Color:
The Big Ideas
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• Children will explore the world of 
color and colors in their world. They 
will learn that color can communicate 
information and ideas.

• They will experiment with color 
mixing, including tinting and shading. 
They will explore permanent and 
temporary colors, stains, and fading. 

• Children will explore same and 
different and richness of diversity. 



World of Color:
Unit Concepts
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• Color can carry information.
• Different substances create stains of different colors.
• Color is an identifying feature of many natural 

things.
• There is an infinite variety of colors.
• Colors can be mixed to make new colors.
• Paints and dyes are used to color other things.
• Vegetables and fruits are often used as a source of 

dyes.
• Color variations provide many different shades and 

hues.
• Sun and washing often bleach colors- make them 

fade.
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Core 
Read Aloud 

Books
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Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Read Aloud

c
Read Aloud Lesson Plans highlight key vocabulary 
and include notes for teachers to support 
vocabulary, language, and concept development
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Unit 3
Centers
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Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Centers



Center Language 
Supports

The Center Language Supports are helpful tools in 
supporting students with vocabulary, language, and 
concept development. 
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• Building a Store

• Building a City

• Building a Cave

Block Center in Unit 4
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Building a Store
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Building a City

c
Print the resource for signs. Also, 
include images of area towns/cities. 



16

Building Lion Caves

c
Consider including beautiful 
stuff and nature items in your 
center. 



17

• Laundromat

• Using Brave Capes

• The Lion’s Cave

Dramatization in Unit 4



Laundromat

c
Images of laundromats are in 
the Art Studio Resource. 
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Laundromat



Using Brave Capes



Lion Cave



22

• Building a Laundromat

• Shirt Painting

• Mosaics

• Brave Capes

• Painting the Lion’s Cave

• Tinting and Shading

• Self Portraits

Art Studio and Easel in Unit 4



Making the Laundromat
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T-Shirt Painting

c
You could consider creating 
the t-shirts on green paper. 
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Mosaics
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Brave Capes



Painting a Lion Cave



28

Tinting and Shading
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• Laundry Research

• Signs

• Researching Paint Colors

Library in Unit 4



Researching – Laundry and Paint colors 

c
Print the resource books for 
researching laundry.



Signs
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• Washing Stains

• Color Mixing

• Paint Mixing

• Mixing Colors in Shaving Cream

Discovery in Unit 4



Washing Stains
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Color Mixing 
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Paint Mixing 
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Mixing Colors in Shaving Cream
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• Pattern Blocks

• Paint Chip Matching

• Color Word Matching

Manipulatives in Unit 4



Manipulatives
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• T-Shirt Design

• Classroom Color Search

• Labeling Paint Colors

• Self Portraits

Writing and Drawing in 
Unit 4



T-shirt Designs
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Classroom Color Search
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• Colors of Nature

• Winter Birds

• Maple Sugaring 

• March Winds

• Signs of Spring

• Other extensions suggested

Outdoor Learning and 
Nature Extensions in Unit 4
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Technology

Using BeeBots in retelling Dog’s Colorful Day



Unit 4 
Small Groups
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• Classroom Maps

• Stains

• Color and Shape Bingo

• Alphabet Memory

• Clay Towns

• Color Word Matching 
Game

• Painting Clay Towns

• Partner Portraits

• Comparing Self 
Portraits



Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Small 
Groups
Small group lesson plans include vocabulary and 
guiding questions to assist teachers in supporting 
students’ vocabulary, language, and concept 
development.
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Small Groups 

Partner Portraits

Color and 
Shape Bingo

Clay  Towns



Unit 4
Let’s Find Out About It
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• Maps

• Color Fading

• Washable and Permanent 
Colors

• Traffic Lights and Signs

• Tinting and Shading

• Color Names

• Portraits

• Similar and Different

• Creating Paint
• Bird Beaks
• Distinctive Colors 

of Plants



Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in LFOAI
Lesson Plans for LFOAI provide vocabulary words, 
questions and discussion points to support vocabulary, 
language, and concept development.
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SWPLN
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Songs, Word Play, Letters, and Numbers
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Math

Math comes in during…

Whole Groups, Small 
Groups, Manipulatives and 
other centers, and SWPLN!
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Community 
Connections
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Unit 4 Tips
• Many lessons contain resources and/or templates. Be sure to check 

those out and print as needed!

• Be creative with color mixing activities.

• Consider family and community connections you can make.  
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Block center

Helpful Links:

Pre-K for ME Unit 4

Pre-K for ME

DOE Early Learning
Helpful Links

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood/PreK4ME/unit4-links
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood/PreK4ME
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood
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Block center

Questions regarding 
Pre-K for ME:

Contact Marcy Whitcomb
Marcy.R.Whitcomb@maine.gov

mailto:Marcy.R.Whitcomb@maine.gov
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
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