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Early Learning Mission 
To collaborate with all stakeholders to promote the well-being 
of the whole child to support children’s
learning opportunities from birth through the early 

elementary grades.

All of Maine’s children are prepared 
to transition into their adolescent 
years as healthy, engaged and 
inquisitive learners.
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Unit 3: Wind and Water



Goals for Unit 3 
Overview
• Learn the overall unit concepts
• Connect concepts to Read A-louds, Centers, and 

Small groups
• Gain tips to support instruction and flow of the 

unit

Learn the overarching big 
ideas and concepts of 
Unit 3.

✓ Foundational Concepts

Overviews for curriculum 
components and connections 
to concepts

✓ Component overviews and connections

See images from classrooms 
is Maine and learn some tips 
and suggestions!

✓ See Pre-K for ME in Maine 
Classrooms!
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Wind and Water:
The Big Ideas
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• Children will explore weather and 
its impacts on humans and 
animals.

• Children will conduct research, 
explore scientific concepts, and 
represent their ideas and 
understandings in multiple ways.



Wind and Water:
Unit Concepts
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• Weather affects living things.
• Living things respond in different ways to different 

kinds of weather.
• Weather can inspire artistic expression and provide 

opportunities for recreation.
• Living things often depend on each other for shelter 

and protection.
• Water soaks into or is absorbed by some things but 

is repelled by others.
• Gathering information helps us make decisions.
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Core 
Read Aloud 

Books



9

Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Read Aloud

c
Read Aloud Lesson Plans highlight key vocabulary 
and include notes for teachers to support 
vocabulary, language, and concept development
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Unit 3
Centers
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Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Centers



Center Language 
Supports

The Center Language Supports are helpful tools in 
supporting students with vocabulary, language, and 
concept development. 
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• Stability Challenge 

• Rabbit Habitats

• Animal Habitats

• Mountain Sledding

Block Center in Unit 3
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Stability Challenge
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Stability Challenge

c

Be creative with materials here! 
Use a variety of materials and 
include Beautiful Stuff!
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Rabbit Habitats

c

Include Beautiful Stuff to make 
habitats! And don’t forget the 
resource!
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Animal Habitats
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Mountain Sledding
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• Baking Cakes

• Pretending to be Animals

Dramatization in Unit 3



Baking Cakes



Pretending to be Animals

c

Use the video 
resources to prompt 
discussions
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• Making Sailboats

• Painting with Straws

• Storm Paintings

• Designing Clay Boats

• Box Lid Painting

• Wind Illustrations

• Animal Coverings

• Raindrop Illustrations

• Clouds

• Showcase of Learning

Art Studio and Easel in Unit 3



Making Sailboats 

c

You may want to save milk cartons or 
cereal containers from students’ 
meals for this center



Painting with Straws

c
Remember to dilute the paint to 
make it easier to move with air. 
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Storm Paintings



Wind Illustrations/Paintings
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Animal Coverings
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• Weather Research

• Animal Research

Library in Unit 3



Weather Research 

cRemember to 
print the 
resource book
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Animal Research
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• Using Sailboats

• Precipitation

• Ice Melting

Discovery in Unit 3



Using Sailboats

c

The resources from 
the art center are 
also helpful here.
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Precipitation 
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Ice Melting 
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• Thunder Cake Recipe Cards

• Animal Habitat Puzzles

Manipulatives in Unit 3



Manipulatives-
Recipe Cards and Animal 
Habitat Puzzles.

36

c
Don’t forget to 
print the resources
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• Weather Journals

• Storm Stories

• Animal Stories

• Winter Stories

Writing and Drawing in 
Unit 3
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Writing and Drawing 
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• Catching Snowflakes

• The 3 P’s of Animal Tracks

• Animal Dens

• Hibernation Experiment

• Winter Tree Identification

• Other extensions suggested

Outdoor Learning and 
Nature Extensions in Unit 3
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Outdoor Learning



Unit 3 
Small Groups
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• Blowing Objects

• Story Sequencing

• What Can Air Move?

• Rabbits and Raindrops 
Illustrations

• Sound Cans

• Absorbency of 
Materials

• Animal Babies

• Exploring Clay

• Rain Sticks

• Adult and Baby 
Animal Matching

• Clay Sculptures



Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in Small 
Groups
Small group lesson plans include vocabulary and 
guiding questions to assist teachers in supporting 
students’ vocabulary, language, and concept 
development.
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Small Groups – 
What Can Air Move



Small Groups 

Animal Baby Machining

Rabbits and Raindrops Illustrations



Unit 3
Let’s Find Out About It

45

• What Does Air Move

• Pinwheels and Kites

• Umbrellas

• Sink and Float

• Animal Baby Care

• Living Things That Need 
Water

• How Animals Prepare for 
Winter

• Camouflaged Animals

• Dressing for 
Winter

• Preparing for the 
Showcase of 
Learning 

• Melting
• Winter Activities



Supporting 
Vocabulary and 
Language in LFOAI
Lesson Plans for LFOAI provide vocabulary words, 
questions and discussion points to support vocabulary, 
language, and concept development.
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SWPLN
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Songs, Word Play, Letters, and Numbers
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Math

Math comes in during…
Whole Groups, Small Groups, Manipulatives and other centers, and SWPLN!



Rosie’s Walk
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Showcase of Learning

cRemember to save student work 
throughout the unit!
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Showcase of Learning



Showcase 
of Learning
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Unit 3 Tips

• Many lessons contain resources and/or templates. Be sure to check 
those out and print as needed!

• Remember to save student work pieces for the Showcase of Learning!

• Continue to maintain your supply of Beautiful Stuff! This is a great 
opportunity to ask families to help support your classroom. 

• The Showcase of Learning as an opportunity to bring families into your 
classrooms.
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Block center

Helpful Links:

Pre-K for ME Unit 3

Pre-K for ME

DOE Early Learning
Helpful Links

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood/PreK4ME/unit3-links
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood/PreK4ME
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/earlychildhood
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Block center

Questions regarding 
Pre-K for ME:

Contact Marcy Whitcomb
Marcy.R.Whitcomb@maine.gov

mailto:Marcy.R.Whitcomb@maine.gov
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Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1

http://www.maine.gov/doe
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