
Pre-K and Kindergarten for ME Curriculum
WHAT TO LOOK FOR

Use this coversheet in front of the component(s) being observed.

	
Educator(s): _________________________________________________   

Grade level: ______________ Number of children present: _______________

Observer: ___________________________________________________

Date of visit: ___________________   Date of debrief: __________________ 

	
Component(s) observed: _________________________________________

Unit of study:  ________________________________________________

Evidence of the unit of study:











	Notes
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[bookmark: _976cqmefdqit]Read Aloud

	Environmental Elements
	Considerations

	☐ Appropriate timing: PreK 15-15 minutes daily; Kindergarten 20 minutes daily

☐ Lesson is clearly prepped: book or slides are ready

☐ Vocabulary is displayed in the room.

☐ Text is from the curriculum (or a similar option)
	











	
	

	
	

	
	

	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	CONTENT
Adult:
☐ State’s objective(s)
☐ Defines words and embeds vocabulary discussion 
☐ Makes connections to previous discussions, big ideas, content, real world experiences
☐ Builds comprehension and content knowledge

Children:
☐ Listen to the text
☐ Share connections/ ideas
☐ Responding to questions

	


	
	

	
	

	
	

	QUALITY
Adult:
☐ Maintains flow
☐ Reads with expression/energy
☐ Integrates meaningful stops
☐ Promote discussions
☐ Incorporates routines (e.g., Think Pair Share)
☐ Utilizes various strategies (e.g., acting out the story, adapted resources, visual supports)

	








	
	

	
	

	
	




	Additional Notes
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[bookmark: _ev12fho7c4wo]Vocabulary (Kindergarten only)

	Environmental Elements
	Considerations

	GROW A DEFINITION
☐ Appropriate timing: 5 min daily
☐ Grow a Definition routine visible
☐ Vocabulary images at eye level or 
      on slides

	




	
	

	
	

	
	

	QUALITY
Adult:
☐ Ensures the vocabulary is accessible 
☐ Makes connections to previous learning or 
     discussions

Children: 
☐Engage in discourse about the 
     words

	








	
	

	
	

	
	




	Additional Notes
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[bookmark: _sbqfnpj5h40s]Centers


	Environmental Elements
	Considerations

	☐Appropriate timing: Pre-K/ K 45-60 
     min daily

Centers are:
☐ Clearly defined
☐ Include a variety of materials
☐ Open/accessible 
☐ Art Studio                     
☐ Blocks                 
☐ Drama      
☐ Library & Listening  
☐ Math
☐ STEM
☐ Discovery         
☐ Writing & Drawing
	
















	
	

	
	

	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	INTRO TO CENTERS (curriculum component)
☐ Appropriate timing: 10 minutes
☐ Clearly prepped

Adult:
☐Highlights 1-2 activities by modeling or 
     demonstrating
☐Links to the unit
☐Recalls previous experiences, 
     articulate connections
☐Embeds vocabulary 
☐Provides time for children to plan their 
     work

Children:
☐Make a plan for their work  
    (Kindergarten only)

	















	
	

	
	

	
	

	CENTERS: STRUCTURES
☐Clearly defined systems
☐Routines such as “Sign In/Out,” “Turns 
     List,” “I will be right back sign,” “Work 
     in Progress”
☐Guidance for cleaning up
☐Opportunities to save work

Children:
☐Self-select Centers
☐Navigate room independently
	









	
	

	
	

	
	

	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	CENTERS: CLASSROOM CULTURE
Adult:
☐Shows interest in children’s work
☐Poses ideas
☐Supports child-directed learning
☐Encourages collaboration and 
    conversation
☐Offers additional materials when 
    needed

Children:
☐Share materials
☐Contribute to collaborative work
☐Take steps to self-regulate 
☐Begins to solve problems
	














	
	

	
	

	
	

	CENTERS: CONTENT
☐Integration of Unit themes/texts and 
     various content areas 
☐Center Language Supports are present
☐Samples of children’s work displayed
☐Evidence of literacy
☐Writing materials available 
☐Work is revisited
☐Open-ended play opportunities 

Children:
☐Have various opportunities to play and 
    explore
☐Have creative experiences

	

















	
	

	
	

	
	

	CENTERS: INTENTIONALITY
 Adult:
☐ Observers and notetakers
☐ Describes and comments on children’s 
      work and discussions
☐ Differentiates interactions
☐ Making connections
☐ Incorporates vocabulary
☐ Asks critical thinking questions
☐ Fosters problem solving
☐ Embeds literacy
Children:
☐ Use key vocabulary
☐ engage with peers and adults 
     meaningfully
	







	
	

	
	

	
	

	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	THINKING AND FEEDBACK
(curriculum component)

☐ Appropriate timing: at least 1x/week 
     after Center time
☐ Children can see each other and the 
     work presented.
☐ At least 1 piece of work highlighted
☐ Clear practice of the protocol, 
     including visuals 

Adult:
☐ Models, participates, and facilitates
☐ Takes notes
☐ Utilizes adapted resources

Children:
☐ Look
☐ Notice
☐ Listen to the description of the 
     work/challenge
☐ Ask Questions of peers
☐ Suggest/Share Inspirations

	






	
	

	
	

	
	




	Additional Notes
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[bookmark: _xio6ipx3igxg]Writing (Pre-K only) 

	Environmental Elements
	Considerations

	☐ Appropriate timing: PreK: 2x/week 5 
     minutes, Kindergarten 20 min daily
☐ Chart paper and markers
☐ Co-constructed charts for the current 
     genre 
	





	
	

	
	

	
	

	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	WHOLE GROUP
Adult:
☐ Introduces writing skills
☐ Validates that writing includes drawing 
     and dictation


	





	
	

	
	

	
	

	SMALL GROUP
Adult:
☐ Maintains flow
☐ Validates that writing includes drawing 
     and dictation

Children:
☐Practice skills introduced during whole 
            group

	




	Additional Notes


















Writing (Kindergarten only) 

	Environmental Elements
	Considerations

	☐ Appropriate timing: PreK: 2x/week 5 
     minutes, Kindergarten 20 min 
     everyday 
☐ Chart paper and markers
☐ Co-constructed charts for the current 
     genre 
	





	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	QUALITY

Adult:
☐ Validates that writing includes 
     drawing and dictation
☐ Encourages writing for authentic 
     purposes and audiences
☐ Writing in different genres 
☐ Providing a variety of media

Children:
☐ Practice skills introduced during 
     whole group
	







	
	

	
	

	
	




	Additional Notes
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[bookmark: _ihrvmkth4hut]Stations and Small Groups (Kindergarten only)

	Environmental Elements
	Considerations

	
☐ Appropriate timing: 15-20 min daily
☐ Stations are prepared
☐ Station routine in place

☐ Time is utilized efficiently
☐ Options for when work is completed
	





	
	

	
	

	
	

	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	STATIONS
Word Work 
☐ Activity specific to theme/skill
☐ Hands on resources (e.g. letter/sound 
     cards, dry erase boards, letters)

Reading
☐ Wide variety of texts, range in 
     complexity
☐ Culturally and linguistically sustaining 
     texts
☐ Comfortable places to sit, with 
     partners or alone

Listening and Speaking 
☐ Technology with recorded texts
☐ Text-specific conversation prompts
☐ Discussion prompts

Writing
☐ Writing and drawing tools 
☐ Writing sheets with weekly prompts

	




	
	

	
	

	
	

	SMALL GROUPS
Adult:
☐ Lessons are intentional and prepped
☐ Individualized instruction

☐ Opportunities for guided practice of 
     skills
☐ Develop children as readers
☐ Practice Foundational Skills
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[bookmark: _nk6e8kpbdlsl]Storytelling and Story Acting

	Environmental Elements
	Considerations

	☐ Appropriate frequency: at least 
     1x/week
☐ A space designated for a stage
☐ A space for audience members to sit
	





	
	

	
	

	
	

	Critical Elements
	Considerations

	STORYTELLING AND DICTATION
(one on one or small group)
Adult:
☐ Sits next to the storyteller
☐ Writes stories verbatim in a notebook
☐ Accepts any story the child would like 
     to tell
☐ Offers skill building (e.g., letter-sound 
     recognition), when appropriate
☐ Reads the story back to the storyteller 
     and offer opportunities for edits

Children:
☐ Tell their own story 

	





	
	

	
	

	
	

	ACTING OUT STORIES (whole group)

Adult:
☐ Invites children to participate in an 
     equitable way (e.g., going around a circle)
☐ Makes adaptations, such as showing 
     children might act out a particular 
     character 
☐ Allows children to pass

Children:
☐ Decide how to act out characters or story 
     elements 
☐ Watch and participate 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Additional Notes
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