
 

Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl’s Courage Changed Music excerpts 

 
Name: ______________________________________​ ​ ​ Date: ________________ 
 

What special rhythms do you notice in the language? 
What images do you see when you read the language?   

What does it make you think about? 
 

When she walked under 

wind-wavy palm trees 

in a flower-bright park 

she heard the whir of parrot wings 

the clack of woodpecker beaks 

the dancing tap  

of her own footsteps 

and the comforting pat 

of her own  

heartbeat. 
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At carnivals, she listened 

to the rattling beat 

of towering  

dancers 

on stilts 

 

and the dragon clang  

of costumed drummers 

wearing huge masks. 

 

At home, her fingertips 

rolled out their own 

dreamy drum rhythm  

on tables and chairs. . . 
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