
Unit 1: How We Learn in Our School Communities     

 

WEEK 5 Day 5 
 

Vocabulary & Language 
Making and Using New Words 

 

Weekly 
Question 

What can we learn about school from communities in the United States 
and around the world? 

Language 
Objective 

I can work with my classmates to make new words by identifying root 
words and changing or adding parts. I can use the words we make in a 
sentence. (SL.1.1, L.4.2.c) 

Vocabulary 

 

deserve: to be in a position to receive something 

progress: forward movement, development toward something better 

raise: to lift up; to increase the amount of something 

Materials and 
Preparation  

● Week 5 Making and Using New Words sheets, one for each small 
group 
If this lesson is not on pace with the phonics program, it may not be 
appropriate to add the suffixes -er and -est to this sheet. Edit 
accordingly.  
Strategically assign children to groups of four. Determine whether 
words need to be pre-selected for each group, and do so if needed. 

● pencils, one or two for each small group 
● Week 5 Weekly Words cards, those listed above 
● chart paper and markers (2 different colors) 

Opening This week we go back to the Making and Using New Words routine.  
Pay attention! This week you have two more suffixes to work with! 

Point out the comparative suffixes -er and -est, and model using them with 
one of the words.  

 
Today, after you work in small groups, we’ll save a few minutes to 
share one of your sentences with the whole class.  
 

Briefly model any parts of the activity with which children have been 
struggling. Answer children’s questions about the routine.  
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Key Activity Distribute sheets and send children to work. Circulate to help children 
strategize through the routine, encourage equitable participation, observe 
interpersonal dynamics, and glean understanding about children’s 
knowledge about how words are formed.  
 
While children work, select one group to present their response to the 
class. Have the group identify one or two members who will present the 
words they made and read their sentence aloud. 

After about 7 minutes, signal for children to finish their answers and return 
to the whole group.  
 
Invite the presenter(s) from the selected group to share the word they 
started with, new words they made, and then the sentence they wrote.  

Please read your sentence slowly so I can write it down.  
Write the sentence on the chart paper.  
 

Let’s see which Weekly Word they used and changed! I’ll read the 
sentence again, and you can let me know when you hear the word 
that came from one of our Weekly Words.  

Read the sentence aloud, slowly, and pause as children identify the Weekly 
Words. Circle that word with the contrasting marker.  

Let’s think together about how this word changed and how that 
changed its meaning.  
 

Invite children from other groups to share any ways that this group’s work 
resembles their own.  

Closing Spend a minute reflecting together on this activity: What is fun about it? 
What is challenging? What did children discover?  
 

Next week we go back to the Answering a Weekly Question routine.  

Standards SL.1.2 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners 
about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger 
groups. 
L.4.2.c Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown 
word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional).  

Ongoing 
assessment 

Listen to children’s conversations as they work.  
What knowledge do children demonstrate about parts of words?  
What contributions do they make to the construction of a response 
to a specific question?  
 

Vocabulary & Language U1 W5 D5 

Focus on Second/ 2nd Grade for ME | Boston Public Schools Department of Early Childhood P-2/  
Maine Department of Education 

 
 



Observe children’s interactions.  
How effectively do children work in their groups?  
What roles do they take on?  
 

Reflect on the whole group sharing of one group’s response.  
What more was revealed about children’s understanding of how 
words’ meanings change according to their parts?  

 
Review each sheet. Use children’s answers to inform planning for 
successive lessons, revisiting words and suffixes, and informal 
conversations with individual children.  
 
Reflect on the routine.  

What worked well?  
What will need to be reinforced in the Week 5 lesson to make it run 
more smoothly?  

 

Notes 
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