
Moments That Mattered:

During the 2024-2025 school year, and into the fall of 2025, the
PDG funded a Transition to Kindergarten mini-grant

opportunity for SAUs to build out community-wide transition
teams and year-long transition plans. SAUs were tasked with

bringing community partners, school administration and staff,
and families together to ensure support for children and

families as they made their transition into public kindergarten.
In all, the projects support approximately 850 incoming

Kindergarten children across six SAUs.  SAUs were supported
with integrated technical assistance and education.

What We Set Out to Do and Why

Outreach will continue across our
state as we support SAUs and

community providers to partner
together to enhance the transition

to kindergarten processes.  

Using the information gained
through this opportunity, current

resources will be updated.

Continuing the Momentum
Community partnerships can

support everyone in the
transition to kindergarten,
including public SAUs and
community early care and
education programs, high
school student volunteer

groups, school PTO groups and
community resource agencies

and programs. 

What We Learned

SAUs and their partnering community providers held event and family outreach; examples include:

*Family education gatherings where families gained information about the school community, communication and
supporting their child in the transition.

*Opportunities for school and child care staff to observe in classrooms and meet to share information.

*Shared professional development sessions were held that included school staff, community providers and families.

*One SAU designed a 2-week program for incoming K students and their families as a way to support readiness and
independence skills for children, and educate and support families, over the summer break.

*Communities supported a big-yellow bus event that brought children from their child care homes to schools.

*Family surveys of current and former K students were utilized to give parents a voice in the process.
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Resources and materials were designed  and provided
to support families, children and communities in the
transition including:

Books, magnetic letters, and other learning
materials to support interactions through play
Family activity calendars to support low-cost
activities to engage families
Family resources to educate and support families
in the transition to the school community
Forms to support shared information between
schools and providers 

Families reported feeling more supported and a part
of the school community, while educators reported
that children came into school with no tears this year!

Impact and Reach


