Cohort 2
Welcome

We Are So Glad You Are
Herel

Suzanne Perry, MAEd, NBCT

Early Childhood Special
Education Consultant




Agenda

 FAPE and Public Education

* Mixed Delivery System and Preschool Environments
* Child Find

* Fiscal Supports

* Transitions

* Educational Outcomes for Children




FAPE and Public Education
History, Legislation, Current Goals

e Support Federal, State, Local M |
Early Childhood Special
Education Implementation

 Commitment to support
children and families

* Build statewide capacity to
serve children
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Maine Preschool Cohort 2
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Preschool Environments and the Mixed
Delivery System

* Many ways for
preschool children to
' attend high quality
programs and receive
their special education
services.

Squorting a mixed
delivery system means
developing and
partnering with
programs in the
community.

. EduGa o‘l
Education




Importance of Inclusive Preschool
Environments

PEER TO PEER LEARNING

/—( DEFINITION % /—{ BENEFITS %

o Students see each other’s
perspectives to help them
progress.

Peer-to-peer learning occurs when
students engage in collaborative

learning. Students learn from one
another, not the teacher. e Teaching others helps us to lear a

topic in even more depth.
Peers can:

o Learn with each other.

o Learn from each other.

® One learn from the other.

e Social interaction may help
motivate students to learn.

e Studying together can become
‘fun’, which in turn may motivate
students.

Department of
Education




Preschool Environments
Who are the people in your neighborhood?

e Least Restrictive Environment

* Classrooms can change from
year-to- year dependent on
children’s needs.

* Look to community programes,
private service providers,
nearby programs,
collaboratives, inter-district
supports.

Indicator 6: Preschool Environments



Child Find

* Requirement: All children with disabilities are
identified, located, and evaluated

* Method for notifying community about Child
Find

e SAUs conduct screening activities to decide if a
referral for an evaluation is needed

* Serving eligible children in your catchment
area

Indicator 11: Child Find



Fiscal and Financial Support

* State has committed to provide
funding to ensure preschool
children receive a FAPE

* Cohorts receive regular
information and updates to
obtain, use, and account for
funds

* Individualized meetings to
answer questions

Education




.. ' TRANSITION
Tra nSItlons h Early Intervention |

to Preseho

b
1. Early Intervention to Preschool

Two entry points: Child Find and Early
Intervention for ME

Schools support timely transition
activities to prevent delays and have an
IEP by three years old.

2. Preschool to Kindergarten

Public PreK and Head Start programs
have transition to kindergarten | A\
requirements, and recommendations 1R
for transition best practices. o

X

Education

Indicator 12: Preschool Transition



Educational Benefit:
From Delays to Achieving Developmental Milestones

e Children enter as early as three .
years old with skills that may be e Y e e o
delayed or age expected

Collecting & Using Data to Improve Programs

e Ratings are assigned for three
outcome areas
 Social emotional skills
* Knowledge and Skills

* Behaviors to Meet Needs g
’ 3%

. . ((ﬂ-) eClon It DaSy byt

* SChOOI programs WI” be prOVIded e reechnd utcomes and the Child Outcomes S ummar yp ere developed by the Early Childho dO tcomes 1[00)

funded by th US Off e of Special Educ: P grams (OS[P) from 2003[ 2014. The

with tools and resources to assess e T e e Ery G Tcvicl At (CTA) Cntr ECTA e arnrs
are technical assis nte f d dby OSEP
and report children’s skills .
widine
Wl o

Indicator 7: Child Outcomes Summary Process



Our Goal Is to Help You Help Children
with Disabilities and Their Families




Contacts:

Sandy Flacke
Deputy Director of Special Services
Department of Education

J.Sandy.Flacke@maine.gov

Jennifer Hopkins

Assistant Transition Coordinator of FAPE
Services for Early Childhood, Child
Development Services

lennifer.L.Hopkins@maine.gov



mailto:.Sandy.Flacke@maine.gov
mailto:Jennifer.L.Hopkins@maine.gov
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