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Technical Assistance for Least Restrictive
Environment Data Codes

 SAUs Collaborate with
families to make Least
Restrictive Environment
Decisions

e SAUs Submit Accurate
LRE Data




Placement vs. Setting

First: Placement

Type of educational program or setting
Level of services and support
Must be the Least Restrictive Environment

Schools must make available a continuum of
placement options

A change in placement is a significant change in the
student’s educational experience

Parent has input at IEP meeting

Least Restrictive Most Restrictive

General Special I Special l I Hospital,
Education = pecia H Residential

Education School lomebound
Classroom C|ossroom| choo l I Facility

Maine .
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Then: Setting

Physical location where the placement is carried
out

“Where”
Could change without affecting placement
Usually decided by the school district

it ’.%/ <




Start With Where the Child Is Currently

Preschool classroom
Private childcare (daycare)
Head start

At home

Special purpose school
Special purpose program
Therapy office

Maine .
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Family childcare

YMCA program

Public PreK program
Self-contained classroom
Others?




s the Child in a Regular Early Childhood Program??

Regular Early L | Not a Regular Early
Childhood Program ES Y ‘ Childhood Program

 Preschool classroom .
Self-contained classroom

* Private childcare
(daycare)

e Head start
e Family childcare

Special purpose program
Special purpose school
Therapy office

At home
* YMCA program

* Public PreK program

Maine .
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Three Questions Drive the Label

Questions: Definitions:

Percent of children in the class

Class Makeup with/without disabilities

Hours per Week 10 or more hours or less than 10 hours

Where Special
Education is
Delivered

Majority in the regular classroom, or in
some other location




Maine Preschool LRE Data Codes
Definition

(O T L IE (W T-(VETR-ET LTI [y (oI B Other location regular early childhood program (less than 10 hours) is the environment in which
program children ages 3 through 5 attend and in which these children receive special education and RECO9YOTHLOC

(less than 10 hours) related services.

(03 [T [T\ [ WE-PATIETRCET AL TIG L LT B Other location regular early childhood program (at least 10 hours) is the environment in which
program children ages 3 through 5 attend and in which these children receive special education and REC10YOTHLOC

(at least 10 hours) related services.

Services regular early childhood Services regular early childhood program (less than 10 hours) is the environment in which
program children ages 3 through 5 attend and in which these children receive special education and RECO9YSVCS

(less than 10 hours) related services.

Services regular early childhood Services regular early childhood program (at least10 hours) is the environment in which children
program ages 3 through 5 attend and in which these children receive special education and related REC10YSVCS

(at least10 hours) services.
. . Separate special education class is the environment in which children ages 3 through 5 attend and
Separate special education class : . . : . . . SC
in which these children receive special education and related services.
Home is the environment in which children ages 3 through 5 attend and in which these children H
receive special education and related services.

Service provider or other location not in any other category is the environment in which children
ages 3 through 5 attend and in which these children receive special education and related
services.

Separate school is the setting in which the student receives special education and related
Separate school .
services.
. . — Residential facility is the setting in which the student receives special education and related
Residential facility services

Service provider or other location not
in any other category

Maine .
Department of WWW. malneQQOV/doe

Education




IDC Data Bé Reporting TA Tool
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B6 Data Reporting Tools: Educational Environments, Ages 3-5

Decision Tree for Reporting Educational Environments for Children Ages 3-5 with IEPs

[ Does the child attend a regular early childhood program? ‘

~

(

a regular early childhood program?

How many hours does the child attend J

At least
10 hours/week

Is the child attending a NO
special education program?

Less than
10 hours/week

Where does the child
receive the majority of
hours of special education
and related services?

Where does the child
receive the majority of
hours of special education
and related services?

L

Where does the child
receive the majority of
hours of special education
and related services?

L

L

N N
Regular early Some other
childhood location

program* o -
) ) ‘
iiii A2 iiii B2

N N N
Regular early Some other Separate
childhood location Class*

program* S -

Please refer to federal instructions and state guidance for specific reporting
requirements when using this decision tree. Report each child in only one category.

*Definitions

Regular Early Childhood Program

is a program that includes a majority (at

least 50 percent) of nondisabled children
(i.e., children not on IEPs). This category

may include, but is not limited to:

* Head Start

+ Kindergarten, (public or private)

« Preschool classes (public or private)

+ Group child development center
or child care

Separate Class

is a special education classroom that
includes a majority (at least 50%) of children
with disabilities (i.e., children on IEPs). This
category may include, but is not limited to,
programs in:

+ Regular school buildings

« Trailers/Portables

= Child care facilities

+ Hospital facilities (out-patient)

+ Other community-based settings

School

°

N
Separate Residential

facility

~
Is the child receiving the
majority of special education
and related services in the

residence of the child’s
family or caregiver?

© o

Home In service
N J

— T provider location

or other location
D1 not in any other
| category.
L

[
D2




IDC Data Labels Matched to Maine’s

Q@ ®

B6 Data Reporting Tools: Educational Environments, Ages 3-5

Decision Tree for Reporting Educational Environments for Children Ages 3-5 with IEPs

LDoes the child attend a regular early childhood program? ‘

REC10YSVCS

REC10YOTHLOC

Maine

Department of

Education

www.maine.gov/doe

RECO9YSVCS

RECO9YOTHLOC

©

EDFacts File S

How many hours does the child attend
a regular early childhood program?

Is the child attending a
special education program?

I

N
At least ‘

10 hours/week

Where does the child
receive the majority of
hours of special education
and related services?

Less than
10 hours/week
AN

e

Where does the child
receive the majority of
hours of special education
and related services?

Where does the child
receive the majority of
hours of special education
and related services?

- N
Some other
L \ocation

Regular early |
childhood
program*

*Definitions

Regular Early Childhood Program
is a program that includes a majority (at
least 50 percent) of nondisabled children
(i.e., children not on IEPs). This category
may include, but is not limited to:
* Head Start
« Kindergarten, (public or private)
« Preschool classes (public or private)
« Group child development center

or child care

N

Regular early
childhood

program*

‘0 + O

Please refer to federal instructions and state guidance for specific reporting
requirements when using this decision tree. Report each child in only one category.

N N e N
Somc other Scparale Separate Residential
\ocatlon Class* School facility

Y

Is the child receiving the
majority of special education
and related services in the
residence of the child’s
family or caregiver?

L

Separate Class

is a special education classroom that
includes a majority (at least 50%) of children
with disabilities (i.e., children on IEPs). This

category may include, but is not limited to, —_—
BIoeram=ll In service

provider location

or other location

not in any other
| category.

‘ Home
+ Regular school buildings \

« Trailers/Portables

« Child care facilities D1
+ Hospital facilities (out-patient)

« Other community-based settings

D2

ecification FS089

— Children with Disabilities

Childhood v22.0



https://www.ed.gov/media/document/edfacts-dg613-children-disabilities-idea-early-childhood-v220-fs089-22-0-112806.docx
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/edfacts-dg613-children-disabilities-idea-early-childhood-v220-fs089-22-0-112806.docx
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/edfacts-dg613-children-disabilities-idea-early-childhood-v220-fs089-22-0-112806.docx
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/edfacts-dg613-children-disabilities-idea-early-childhood-v220-fs089-22-0-112806.docx
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/edfacts-dg613-children-disabilities-idea-early-childhood-v220-fs089-22-0-112806.docx

SPP APR
6A

Regular early childhood
program and receiving
the majority of special
education and related
services in the regular
early childhood program.

REC10YSVCS

RECO9YSVCS

www.maine.gov/doe

Data Categories

6B 6C

Separate special Receiving special
education class, education and related

separate school, or services in the home.
residential facility.

REC10YOTHLOC

RECO9YOTHLOC

SPL




[Does the child attend a regular early childhood program?]

L

How many hours does the child attend Is the child attending a
a regular early childhood program?* special education program?**~
\ J

. R (- 1
At least Less than :/ygs )
10 hours/week | 10 hours/week

J ] )

¥’
[ Where does the child J Where does the child Where does the child
u

recaive the majority of receive the majority of receive special education
hours of special education hours of special education and related services?
and related services? and related services?

1 1 ] 1 [

N\ N 2 N\ P . \
Regular early Some other Regular early ‘ Some other Separate Separate Residentia
childhood locatior childhood ocation class school facility
program k- program ¢

~—|—.

g

Please refer to federal instructions and state guidance for
requirements when using this decision tree. Report each ch

Definitions

*Regular Early Childhood Program
is a program that includes a majority (at
least SO percent) of nondisabled children
(i.e., children not on IEPs). This category
may include, but is not limited to:

= Head Start
* slindergarten, (public or private)
* Preschool classes (public or private)
= Group child development center
or child care

specific reporting

ild in only one category.

**Special Ed Program

is a program that includes less than 50
percent nondisabled children (i.e..

children not on |EPS). This may include,

but is not limited to the following:

= Special education classes in
» Regular school buildings
» Trailers,/Portables outside regular
school buldings
» Child care faciliies

» Hospital facilities on an cutpatient basis

» Other community-basad settings
« Separate schools
« Residential facilities

Maine .
Eatcation TRAAAL maine.gov/doe
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R oo : e h - ﬁ

ving the
ajority of specia educatior
and related services in the
residence of the child’s

family or caregiver?
\

.

F \ /'-_ —-'\,
(ves) (NO )
(NG

R,

.
Hom i
J pre
\

Scenarios

Marita is a 4-year-old girl who attends a school for
children with autism. She resides at the school
during the week. RF

Jackie attends a community based early childhood
program 3 days a week for 4 hours each session.
Her dad brings her to speech-language services
twice a week for an hour each session at the

neighborhood school. RECI0YOTHLOC

Jody participates in a private Mother’s Day Out
preschool program. She attends this program 9
hours per week and receives all special education
and related services in her Mother’s Day Out

classroom. RECO9YSVCS

Althea attends a preschool classroom at the
regional school for the blind 2 mornings a week
for 4 hours each session, where she receives
special education services, including working with
the mobility and orientation specialist. She does
not attend any other program. §S




Decision Tree for Reporting Educational Environments for Children Ages 3-5 with IEPs

[Does the child attend a regular early childhood program?]
L 1
- - -
How many hours does the child attend Is the child attending a
a regular early childhood program?* special education program?**

0

N f
At least Less than J

10 hours/week 10 hours/week
-

] B

Where does the IJ Where does the child Where does the child

receive the majori l receive the majority of receive special education
hours of specia '.'I_'L'.iil on hours of special education and related services?
and related services? and related services?

N \ o+

/N I S WP N E—

Regular early Some other Regular early Some other b pu te aL.J:_Ir.JIL Residentia
childhood locatior childhood facility

program _I— program } —_
L = » \—'—-
REC10YSVCS REC10YOTHLOC RECO9OTHLOC -

Please refer to federal instructions and state guidance for specific reporting \ajority of special educatior
requirements when using this decision tree. Report each child in only one category. A ted rvices in the
H.::ld(.an 0{ tht. child’'s
Definitions family or caregiver?
\

dar Early Childh "~ *+*Special Ed ngnm N Vsl
rogram that includes a majority (at i program that includes less than 50 (YES) (
) of n dsdbl:{_ childre 3 ;

or alegory
is not limited to

rten, (public or private)
» Preschool classes (public or private)
* Group child development center
ar child care

www.ideadata. org
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Scenarios, Cont.
Eddie is 5 years old. He attends a public PreK
classroom 25 hours per week and receives all

special education and related services in the
classroom. REC10YSVCS

John receives special education services in his
home. He does not attend preschool or childcare. H

Faun attends a faith-based preschool 2 days during
the week for 4 hours a day and receives 30 minutes
a week of speech therapy in an office located

outside of the classroom. REC090OTHLOC

Trish is 5 years old and goes to the neighborhood
school 3 days a week for 4 hours a day to receive
her special education services. She attends a
classroom where there are 10 children. Six children
have IEPs. SC

Tina receives speech therapy 2 times a week for 30
minutes, each session at the neighborhood school.
She does not receive any other services or attend
any program. SPL




SPP APR Results 2025-26

Preschool Environments October 1 Child Count School Year

2025-26
The goal is to
6A: % of children in RECP, c
37.76% bl have a hlgh
6B: % of children in Separate
Setting, 21.66% degree of
confidence in

these results.

6C. % of children Home
(C1),0.17%

% of Children getting Service
Only, 13.93%

% of children in Some other
location, 26.48%

. TN WWW. maine.gov/doe




| RE Data FFY23-FFY25
Preschool LRE --FFY23-FFY25

39.55%

37.62% 37.76%
23.43% :
22.19%  21.66%
19.30%
0.12% 0.19% 0.17%

6A: % of children in RECP 6B: % of children in Separate 6C. % of children Home (C1) % of Children getting Service
Setting Only

W FFY23 WFFY24 ®WFFY25

Maine s
Department of WWW. malneQQOV/doe

Education

% of children in Some other
location
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Three Questions Drive the Label

Questions: Definitions:

S Percent of children in the class
P with/without disabilities

Hours per Week 10 or more hours or less than 10 hours

Where Special
Education is
Delivered

Majority in the regular classroom, or in
some other location

Questions?

Technical Assistance for Least Restrictive

Environment Data Codes

* SAUs Collaborate with
families to make Least
Restrictive Environment
Decisions

* SAUs Submit Accurate
LRE Data

Placement vs. Setting

First: Placement Then: Setting

Type o educstion! program or setting - Prysicallocston where the pacement i crried
Level of services and support g
Must be the Least Restrictive Environment * “Where”

hools must make available a continuum of * Could change without affecting placement
piacement opsions + Ustaly decded by th schoo district
A change in plscement s 3 Signficant change inthe
St educarions] ekpereace
Parent has input = 162 mesting

Start With Where the Child Is Currently

Preschool classroom Family childcare

Private childcare (daycare) YMCA program

Head start Public PreK program

At home Self-contained classroom
Special purpose school Others?

Special purpose program

Therapy office

Is the Child in a Regular Early Childhood Program?

Regular Early : Not a Regular Early
Childhood Program s 3 Childhood Program

« Preschool classroom
Self-contained classroom

Special purpose program
Special purpose school
Therapy office

At home

 Private childcare
(daycare)

* Head start

+ Family childcare

+ YMCA program

+ Public PreK program

Maine Preschool LRE Data Codes

Ccode.

RECO9YOTHLOC

RECLOYOTHLOC

RECOSYSVCS

RECI0YSVCS

IDC Data B6 Reporting TA Tool

Does the i atond  regula aaty chidhood program? Scenarios
o2 Marita is a 4-year-old girl who attends a school for

ehildren with autism. She resides at the school
during the week. RF
Jackie attends a community based early childhood
program 3 days a week for 4 hours each session.
Her dad brings her to speech-language services
twice 3 week for an hour each session at the
neighborhood school. REC10YOTHLOC

3. Jody participates in a private Mother's Day Out
preschool program. She attends this program 9
hours per week and receives all special education
and related services in her Mother’s Day Out
classroom. RECO9YSVCS.
Althea attends a preschool classroom at the
regional school for the blind 2 mornings a week for
4 hours each session, where she receives spacial
education services, including working with the.
mobility and orientation specialist. She does not
attend any other program. §S

Scenarios, Cont.

Eddie is 5 years old. He attends a public Prek
lassroom 25 hours per week and receives all
special education and related services i the
iassroom. REC10YSVCS
John receives specil education services in his
home. He does not attend preschool or child care. H
Faun attends a faith-based preschool 2 days during
the week for 4 hours a day and receives 30
minutes a week of speech therapy in an office
located outside of the classroom. RECOSOTHLOC

& Trish s 5 years old and goes to the neighborhood
school 3 days a week for 4 hours 3 day to receive
her special education services. She attends a
ciassroom where there sre 10 children. Six
children have I€Ps. SC

5. Tina receives speech therapy 2 times a week for 30
minutes, each session at the neighborhood school.
She does not receive any other services or attend
any program. spL

SPP APR Results 2025-26

Preschool Environments October 1 Child
Count School Year 2025-26 The goal is to
&% enleren n e have a high
Recr, 37.76% Separate Seting, degree of
confidence in
these results.
6c.36ofchiaren
Home (c1), 0.7
¢ ofChgan geting
serice Ony,

55 of chitérenin

Department of

Education

LRE Data FFY23-FFY25
Preschool LRE --FFY23-FFY25

I 243% 13305 21 o

WFFY24 WFFY2S

www.maine.gov/doe




Thank You!

@MaineDepartmentofEducationl

13| Maine Department of Education

e

@mainedepted

@MaineDOEComm

. pirppakh S www.maine.gov/doe
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