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Agenda

• Least Restrictive Environment and the Continuum of 
Placement Options

• Access to the General Education Curriculum and Non-
disabled Peers

• IEP Team Decision Making
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Questions?

• Use QR Code or URL to open 
our Padlet 
Phttps://padlet.com/suzanneperry1/
parking-lot-nzbdv6l6v9np1kpkarking 
Lot

• Add your questions and 
comments to the Padlet

https://padlet.com/suzanneperry1/parking-lot-nzbdv6l6v9np1kpk
https://padlet.com/suzanneperry1/parking-lot-nzbdv6l6v9np1kpk
https://padlet.com/suzanneperry1/parking-lot-nzbdv6l6v9np1kpk
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Least Restrictive 
Environment

The LRE, or least restrictive environment 
requirement within IDEA states that:

•  Students with disabilities receive their 
education alongside their peers without 
disabilities to the maximum extent 
appropriate 

• Students should not be removed from the 
general education classroom unless learning 
cannot be achieved even with the use of 
supplementary aids and services
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Continuum of Placement Options
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LRE, Placement, Location Examples
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Discussion: Least 
Restrictive Environment

Decision: Placement
(on the Continuum of 
Placement Options)

Enrollment: Location of 
Services

Application: IEP Teams have 
a discussion to determine 
what the least restrictive 
environment is for each 
individual child, based 
on their needs.

Application: A child may 
have significant needs, but 
with supports and services 
can be in a regular early 
childhood setting, or 
the placement may be 
determined to be a self-
contained classroom.

Application: A child that 
needs a Regular Early 
Childhood Program might 
attend the SAU Public 
PreK program, a Head Start, 
a community based 
childcare program, a Title 1 
program, a university lab 
school, etc.
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IDEA REGULATIONS 
34 CFR §300.116

• Unless the IEP of a child with a disability requires some 
other arrangement, the child is educated in the school that 
he or she would attend if nondisabled;

• In selecting the LRE, consideration is given to any potential 
harmful effect on the child or on the quality of services that 
he or she needs; 

• A child with a disability is not removed from education in 
age-appropriate regular classrooms solely because of 
needed modifications in the general education curriculum."
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Preschool Environments Data
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Why Inclusion?

Phil Strain, OSEP Leadership Conference
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Video of Inclusive Setting
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Inclusive Supports

• Based on the video, what category of LRE would 
this be? 

• What supports did you notice were successful for 
the child? 

• What actions did the adults need to take? 

• What do you imagine some of the IEP team 
conversations were that led to this choice on the 
continuum of placement options?
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LRE Category Names 
and Labels

REC10YSVCS REC10YOTHLOC REC09YSVCS REC09OTHLOC SC SS RF

H

SPL

Regular early childhood 
program with access to typical 

peers

Separate program, little to no 
access to typical peers

Separate programs for gen ed 
and spec ed, some access to 

typical peers 

Separate program, no 
participation with typical peers
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Special Education IEP Process (Overview)

child’s current 
academic and 

functional 
performance

goals that will 
enable the child 

to make 
progress

supports and 
services the 

child will need 

select the LRE, 
starting with the 
least restrictive 



13

Present Level Questions
A. What are the child’s developmental strengths and 
abilities? 

B.  Where is the child now? 

C.  Has the child experienced success in 
his/her  current or previous placements? 

D.  Has the child experienced challenges? 

E.  Is the child in a location with children his or her 
age? With typically developing children? 

F.  What behaviors/skills are considered 
developmentally appropriate for this child? 

G.  Does the child have any specific behavioral 
concerns?

H.  What opportunities has the child had to interact 
with typically developing peers that the family felt was 
important (e.g., church programs, community classes, 
etc). 13
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IEP Team Lists Needed 
Services • Listen to and consider all 

team members when LRE 
options are voiced.

• Consider whether the child can be 
successful in the gen. ed. setting 
with supports and services.

• Discuss issues that might prevent 
the child from benefitting from a 
regular education classroom

• If the child cannot make progress 
in the regular classroom, even 
with services and supports, 
consider and discuss alternative 
options on the continuum.
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Prepare for IEP Team Placement and Location 
of Service Discussion:

16

•Where is the child currently?
•What does the family want/need?
•What is the child’s Least Restrictive Environment?
•What kinds of programs are available in the district and the community 
that will meet the needs and the environment chosen by the IEP team?
•What is the LRE code?
•What are the district’s next steps for ensuring the child is in a program 
that meets the child's needs (funding, arranging services, enrollment)?
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Justification Statement

IDEA regulations require the 
child's IEP team to include a 
justification statement, which 
documents:

"An explanation of the extent, if 
any, to which the child will not 
participate with nondisabled 
children in the regular class..."

IDEA Regulations. 34 CFR 
§320(a)(5)

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR28b07e67452ed7a/section-300.320#p-300.320(a)(5)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR28b07e67452ed7a/section-300.320#p-300.320(a)(5)
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Resources and References
(Slide 7) Phil Strain, Ph.D., is a Professor of Educational Psychology and Psychiatry at the University of Colorado Denver. Phil has worked in 
the field of early intervention since 1974, is the author of over 250 scientific papers and he serves on the editorial boards of over a dozen 
professional journals. The inclusion quotes were presented at the OSEP Leadership Conference (2019). Phil Strain - Pyramid Model 
Consortium 

Iris Information Brief on Least Restrictive Environment. https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-
content/uploads/pdf_info_briefs/IRIS_least_restrictive_environment_info_brief.pdf 

Principles of IDEA: LRE: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFrbfdOTf7o

Inclusive Schooling: 3 Reasons Why We Won’t Be Hiring More Paraprofessionals. Krist Pretti-Frontczak  and Julie Causton (2024) 
3+Reasons+Paras.pdf 

IDEA Data Center B6 Data Reporting Tool Educational Environments, Ages 3-5 B6 Data Reporting Tools

Services and Related Services: Progress Center Tip Sheet Program Modifications & Supports for School Personnel

(Slide 14) IDEA Regulations for Services and Related Services (§300.320(a)(4),(5),(7); A.A.C. R7-2-401(F)(4)) Supplementary Aids and Services, 
Program Modifications, and Supports for School Personnel (§300.324.(a)(4)(a)(3)(ii))

Further Learning on LRE and Inclusion: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFrbfdOTf7o and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2wJqDw9B68 

https://www.pyramidmodel.org/team_member/phil-strain/
https://www.pyramidmodel.org/team_member/phil-strain/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf_info_briefs/IRIS_least_restrictive_environment_info_brief.pdf
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/pdf_info_briefs/IRIS_least_restrictive_environment_info_brief.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFrbfdOTf7o
https://leadis.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/3+Reasons+Paras.pdf
https://ideadata.org/B6tools/files/b6/general/57ea9fac150ba0142a8b4572/41893_b6_toolkit_revised_sep16_page3/2016/09/27/41893_b6_toolkit_revised_sep16_page3.pdf
https://promotingprogress.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/ProgramMods_IEP_Tips.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFrbfdOTf7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2wJqDw9B68


Thank You!
Jackie Hersom

Assistant 619 Coordinator

Child Development Services

Jacquelyn.N.Hersom@maine.gov 

mailto:Jacquelyn.N.Hersom@maine.gov
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