Dear Maine Principals and AP Coordinators:
First, I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy!  I hope you know that my colleagues and I are here to serve as a resource for you when you need us.  
As many of you have reached out to me with AP questions, I wanted to share ways in which the AP Program is supporting schools through free remote learning resources and the development of a new at-home testing option. For each AP subject, there will be 2 different testing dates. 
The full exam schedule, specific free-response question types that will be on each AP Exam, and additional testing details will be available by April 3rd on AP Central.  
About This Year’s AP Exams
1. Traditional face-to-face exam administrations will not take place.  Students will take a 45-minute online free-response exam at home.
1. We’ll continue to support students with free resources through exam day. 
1. While we encourage students to wait until closer to the test date to decide, any student already registered for an exam can choose to cancel at no charge. 
The AP Program will invest heavily over the next month in the following ways:
·       For the 2019–20 exam administration only, students can take a 45-minute online exam at home. Educator-led development committees are currently selecting the exam questions that will be administered. 
·       AP curricula are locally developed and we defer to local decisions on how best to help students complete coursework. To be fair to all students, some of whom have lost more instructional time than others, the exam will only include topics and skills most AP teachers and students have already covered in class by early March. 
·       Colleges support this solution and are committed to ensuring that AP students receive the credit they have worked this year to earn. For decades, colleges have accepted a shortened AP Exam for college credit when groups of students have experienced emergencies. 
·       Students will be able to take these streamlined exams on any device they have access to—computer, tablet, or smartphone. Taking a photo of handwritten work will also be an option. 
·       We recognize that the digital divide could prevent some low-income and rural students from participating. Working with partners, we will invest so that these students have the tools and connectivity they need to review AP content online and take the exam. If your students need mobile tools or connectivity, you can reach out to us directly to let us know. 

 
Test security is a concern.
·       The exam questions are designed and administered in ways that prevent cheating; we use a range of digital security tools and techniques, including plagiarism detection software, to protect the integrity of the exams.
·       Scoring at-home work for an AP Exam is not new to the AP Program. For years the AP Program has received and scored at-home student work as part of the exams for the AP Computer Science Principles and AP Capstone courses.
 
Instructional Support
Beginning on Wednesday, March 25th, students and teachers can attend free, live AP review courses, delivered by AP teachers from across the country. These mobile-friendly classes are: 
·       Designed to be used alongside work that may be given by schools.
·       Will be recorded and available on-demand so teachers and students can access them any time. 
·       Not dependent on current AP teachers continuing instruction. We know many AP teachers now face challenges that would make that impossible. 
·       Will focus on reviewing the skills and concepts from the first 75% of the course. There will also be some supplementary lessons covering the final 25% of the course.
 
Teachers who are providing remote instruction can continue to leverage AP Classroom, which we introduced at the start of the school year. 
·       Within AP Classroom, free-response questions that were only available for in-classroom use due to security concerns will now be unlocked. 
·       Teachers will be able to assign questions to students digitally. 
 
Here is a one-page overview (.pdf/514KB) of how AP teachers can use the free, daily online practice in AP Classroom to help students prepare for exam day.
 
AP teachers can access these additional resources to help them get set up with AP Classroom:
·       Foundations. Learn how AP Classroom complements the new AP course and exam descriptions and offers students opportunities for practice and feedback throughout the year.
·       AP Classroom Demo. See a click-through demonstration of AP Classroom, which highlights how to assign, score, and interpret results from Topic Questions, Personal Progress Checks, and teacher-created assignments and quizzes from the AP Question Bank.
·       AP Quick Start Videos. Watch short tutorials on the recent features added to AP Classroom.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please let me know if you have any questions. I am available through email or at my Maine work number: (207) 495-2284.
 

