
Evidence + Reasoning



Definitions

● Premise: A claim that gives a reason to believe another claim 

○ Evidence: Concrete, specific, and/or factual information that is 
presented to support a claim
■ E.g. quote from a text, historical source, piece of data

○ Reasoning: Explains how/why the evidence helps to prove 
the claim



Visualize it with Co-premises
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What is an Argument?

Communication in which a speaker aims to persuade their 
audience to believe, feel or do something by giving reasons.

Arguments can illuminate and enlighten.
● ‘Argue’ from arguere "make clear, make known, prove” 



Why We Argue

● To find the truth
● To promote justice
● To connect with others
● To empower individuals



Arguments Aren’t Fights

In an argument, the speaker is 
genuinely trying to convince the 
audience by giving reasons, and they 
respect their audience as rational.

The speaker may also be open to 
changing their own mind. 

In a fight, the speaker is just trying 
to get their way, and they may use 
other strategies besides giving 
reasons. 

The speaker’s goal is simply to win.



Argument or Fight?
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Argument or Fight?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ckvt0rebIyk


Argument or Fight?

Argument Argument

Fight



In an argument, the speaker’s goal is to 
convince you of their main claim.

In a description, the speaker’s goal 
is simply to inform or entertain you.

Examples: 
● News stories
● Wikipedia pages
● Fiction
● Book summaries
● Historical accounts

Arguments Aren’t Descriptions



Juneteenth is a historical celebration of the ending 
of slavery in the United States. On June 19th, 
1865, Union soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas 
with news that the Civil War had ended and that 
enslaved Black Americans were now free. This 
was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. 

Argument or Description?



Many Americans have not been properly educated 
about Juneteenth, which is one reason why it should 
be a national holiday. Another reason is that if we 
want to celebrate America’s “Independence Day” on 
July 4th, then we should also have a day to celebrate 
Black Americans finally gaining freedom from 
slavery.

Argument or Description?
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