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Method

Teacher encounters a 
classroom problem

Teacher experiments and finds 
a solution

Teacher shares the solution 
with peers



Problem
The world history class has a tendancy to be inhumane



Key contribution of the 
World History course

• this is the one course that provides 
students the capacity to learn to 
assemble a wide array of evidence into a 
complex, global story that reveals the 
patterns and connections that tie us to 
each other, and to our shared past. 



Thomas C. Holt, AHA 
Presidential address, 1994

• “Privileging the macro level—“which would 
absolutely define the daily by the global”—
yields atrophied, lifeless, passionless 
depictions and the incalculability that are not 
only the fated conditions of human existence 
but possibly essential resources in struggles 
for self-realization and defense. “

• “Isolating micro-level phenomena, on the 
other hand, renders human behavior simply 
unknowable.”
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The problem from a 
student-centered 
perspective
• In many cases, students don’t see people at 

all, and where there are people, they don’t 
look or act like our students.

• Even if those people did look or act like our 
students, our students would likely not 
know it, because they rarely have an 
opportunity to actually go deep into those 
people’s stories, and finally,

• We, as a discipline, rarely help students tie 
those people into the big patterns – there’s 
rarely connective tissue between the 
individual level and the big global stories, 



Characteristics 
of a solution

• Decoding/literacy to empathize with 
peoples/individuals (how can your 
students learn to better decode all 
sorts of texts through analysis of art 
and text in our graphic histories)?
• Claim testing through scale-

switching (how can your students use 
individual graphic biographies as 
evidence to test larger claims)?
• A focus on Inclusivity (how can our 

graphic biographies help you to 
build authentic inclusivity into your 
courses, rather than just ‘add-ons’)?



Graphic Biographies: A tool towards a solution?



WHP Graphic 
Biographies
• Short narratives of one person, or 

sometimes a small group of people or an 
object

• Composed of art and text together, 
carefully researched and designed so 
that students can make meaning

• Selected to give broad representation, 
focusing on groups and communities 
normally excluded

• Designed to specifically serve as evidence 
to support student enquiry into big 
questions.



Two parts

• Biography itself • Lesson plans designed to:
• Connect
• Integrate
• Coach decoding/literacy



Era/Unit 
Problems and 
Outcomes

• What caused some humans to shift from foraging 
to farming and what were the effects of this 
change? 

• How were ideas about political identity and 
experience transformed by revolutions and 
nationalism, and what were the limits of these 
transformations?

• Explain how World War I was a total war using 
evidence from multiple sources.

• How has life changed in different parts of the 
world since c.1900, and what history explains the 
similarities and differences of these changes?



Evidence at multiple scales

Large-scale evidence, including 
quantitative evidence, themed 

across a global scale

Regional evidence, often in the 
form of articles and videos

And, at the smallest scale, 
human stories!



Two experiences of the Industrial Revolution



Lesson Plan materials



Decoding
• “To examine something by taking it 

apart into its constituent elements in 
order to reveal its assumptions, 
arguments, and expression.”



Encoding to 
decoding



Multi-
modality



“Throughout Europe, people greeted the outbreak of war with parades and 
hopes for a  quick victory… Very few imagined that their side would not win, 
and no one foresaw that everyone would lose.”

“The war left more dead and wounded and more physical destruction than any 
previous conflict.  It is estimated that between 8 million and 10 million people 
died, almost all of them young men.  Perhaps twice that many returned home 
wounded, gassed, or shell-shocked, many of them injured for life.  In addition, 
the war created millions of refugees.” 
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In the community

https://community.oerproject.com/world-history-project/teaching-whp/f/whp-newbies/10968/mentor-monday-from-teaching-on-mute-to-teaching-in-color-with-julianne-horowitz-02-08-2021/48175











