
Civics in Real Life
Resources for Virtual Instruction



Where Can You Find Us? 

 Websites: http://floridacitizen.org/, 
http://loufreyinstitute.org/ 

 Content Site: civics360.org

 Blog: https://floridacitizens.wordpress.com/ 

 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/floridacitizenship 

 Twitter: @FL_Citizen



Contact Info

Steve Masyada Stephen.Masyada@ucf.edu

Val McVey Valerie.Mcvey@ucf.edu

Chris Spinale Christopher.Spinale@ucf.edu

mailto:Stephen.masyada@ucf.edu
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mailto:Christopher.spinale@ucf.edu


Poll 
Question

How often do you discuss 
current events in your daily 
instruction? 

A. At least once a week

B. At least once a month

C. At least once a year

D. I don’t get to do current 
events



Using Our Resources Can Make a Difference 



Resources to Support K-12
Civic Education

ELEMENTARY

• Civics in a Snap

• Reading Modules

• Reading Integration 
Correlation Guide

• Students Investigating 
Primary Sources

• Mock Election

MIDDLE

• Applied Civics Lesson 
Plans

• Civics360.org

• Civic Action Project

• Students Investigating 
Primary Sources

• Mock Election

• Civics in Real Life 

HIGH

• Civics Connection

• Students Investigating 
Primary Sources

• Mock Election

• Civics in Real Life



Floridacitizen.org



Let’s Chat! How do you 
approach current 
events in your 
classroom?



Teaching Current Events is Hard! 

What other obstacles exist to teaching current 
events effectively? 

• Framing issues with younger students

• Making the content digestible

• Adequate background knowledge

• Connecting to classroom instruction/standards

Only 46% of social studies teachers think they 
would get strong support from their principal to teach 
about an election, 38% believe their districts would 
strongly support them, and 28% think parents would 
do the same.



• WEEKLY resource, posted on FloridaCitizen.org
and shared on social media

• One Page Downloadable PDF with Content, 
Activities and Links

• Connects current events to civic concepts and/or 
skills

• Middle School reading level, but useable grades 
3-12

• State benchmarks and standards are aligned, but 
not included



http:floridacitizen.org



• Freedom and Justice (Ex CRL: Voting Rights) 

• Conflict and Compromise (Ex CRL: Civil Disobedience, The First 
Amendment)

• Technology and Innovation (Ex CRL: The Food and Drug 
Administration, US Postal Service)

• Unity and Diversity (Ex CRL: Tribal Sovereignty, National Day of 
Service and Remembrance)

• Continuity and Change Over Time (Ex CRL: Consent of the 
Governed, Political Party Platforms, Presidential Transition)

• Supply and Demand (Ex CRL: The Defense Production Act, Tariffs)

Maine Learning Results Connections

How does Civics in Real Life Align to Maine’s Enduring Themes? 



• Standard: Students draw on concepts from civics and government to understand political 
systems, power, authority, governance, civic ideals and practices, and the role of citizens in the 
community, Maine, the United States, and the world.

Performance Expectation (Upper Elementary):

• Students understand the basic ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of 
democratic government in Maine and the United States by explaining that the structures and 
processes of government are described in documents, including the Constitution of the United 
States. (Ex CRL: Constitution Day, The Preamble in Action)

• Students understand the basic ideals, purposes, principles, structures, and processes of 
democratic government in Maine and the United States by explaining and giving examples of 
governmental structures including the legislative, executive, and judicial branches at national 
levels of government. (Ex CRL: Executive Orders, The CARES Act, Government Power)

• Students understand the basic rights, duties, responsibilities, and roles of citizens in a 
democratic republic by identifying and describing the United States Constitution and Bill of Rights 
as documents that establish government and protect the rights of the individual United States 
citizen. (Ex CRL: The First Amendment, Voting Rights)

• Students understand the basic rights, duties, responsibilities, and roles of citizens in a 
democratic republic by providing examples of how people influence government and work for the 
common good, including engaging in civil disobedience. (Ex CRL: The Common Good, Civil 
Disobedience)

• Students understand civic aspects of unity and diversity in the daily life of various cultures in the 
world, by identifying examples of unity and diversity in the United States that relate to how laws 
protect individuals or groups to support the common good. (Ex CRL: The Common Good, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr Day) 

Maine Learning Results Connections
How does Civics in Real Life Align to Maine’s Standards (Upper Elementary)? 



• Civics & Government 1: Students understand the basic ideals, purposes, 
principles, structures, and processes of constitutional government in 
Maine and the United States as well as examples of other forms of 
government in the world (Ex CRL: Federalism, The CARES Act, Judicial 
Review)

• Civics & Government 2: Students understand constitutional and legal 
rights, civic duties and responsibilities, and roles of citizens in a 
constitutional democracy (Ex CRL: The First Amendment, Consent of the 
Governed, Natural Rights, Veterans Day, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr Day, 
George Washington’s Thanksgiving)

• Civics & Government 3: Students understand political and civic aspects 
of cultural diversity (Ex CRL: Tribal Sovereignty, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr 
Day)

Maine Learning Results Connections

How does Civics in Real Life Align to Maine’s Standards (6-12)? 



Sample 
Topic List

So Far

• The Common Good

• The National 
Institutes of Health

• The Post Office

• Elections

• Sedition

• Impeachment

• The Preamble In 
Action

• The Defense 
Production Act

• The CARES Act

• Primary Sources

• Executive Orders

• Public Health and 
the Social Contract

• The 25th

Amendment

Some updates may be more than once 

a week as events happen! 



Breaking 
Down a 

CRL 



focused on a 
civics concept 
and/or relate to 

a current 
event.

CRL Title



connects the 
current event to a 

big idea, civics 
concept, or ‘need 

to know’. 

Opening 
Paragraph



At least two 
images or 

graphics that 
relate to the 

content.

Graphics & 
Images



Connections to 
relevant primary 

or secondary 
sources to 

expand 
understanding

Hyperlinks



Asks students to 
do something 
with what they 

learned!

To Think 
and To Do 



Links to more 
information or 
extensions of 

what was 
addressed in the 

CRL.

Learn More



The Fir st  
Amendment

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” 

interact with the government and each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

Why can people express themselves? How does the government become 

aware of people's feelings and desires during a time of crisis? It comes 

down to the First Amendment.

Learn MORE about the Bill of Rights and the five freedoms in the First Amendment. Free registration may be required.

The Bill of Rights and Other Amendments, from Civics360
First Amendment FAQ, from Freedom Forum Institute
Do I Have a Right?, from iCivics

5/7/2020

Amendment I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

To Do and To Think: How does the First Amendment apply to your life during this pandemic? 

Describe specific examples of how you have seen individuals, the media, or groups exercise their 

First Amendment rights during this time.

People have used their freedom of speech to express their thoughts, feelings, and ideas about how the 

government has handled the crisis. Individuals have also exercised freedom of assembly to protest against 

the actions of their state’s stay-at-home orders. The media exercises freedom of the press as they report on 

the news of the virus, provide updates to their audience and sometimes offer opinions on the pandemic.

The First Amendment contains several rights with both a political and 

social impact. Politically, these rights protect people when they want to 

have a voice in government. Socially, people may organize to express 

that voice.

The Guardian

During the Novel Coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic, individuals have 

exercised their First Amendment rights in different ways. 

Freedom of religious exercise, also known as the free exercise clause, allows individuals to practice their 

religion freely or to choose not to practice a religion at all.

Freedom of petition means that people have the right to express their concerns to the government and to ask 

the government to address issues.  A petition may formally ask the government for changes in the law. It also 

may include the signatures of those who support the changes.

Freedom of peaceable assembly means that people have the right to gather in groups and hold meetings 

without government interference.  These groups may include people who wish to hold a public protest about 

their ideas or beliefs.

Freedom of the press allows individuals to publish or print information and news.

Freedom of speech allows individuals to express their opinions.  This includes speech that may criticize the 

government or government officials.

The five freedoms in the First Amendment are:

The CARES Act

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” 

interact with the government and each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

Learn MORE about the role of Congress and the CARES Act. Free registration may be required.

Articles I, II, and III,  from Civics360

Frequently Asked Questions about the CARES Act, from U.S. House Committee on Financial Services

Pandemics, from the U.S. Government Accountability Office

4/23/2020

      The United States Congress passed, and the president signed into law, the Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Security Act or the CARES Act, in response to the COVID-19/Novel coronavirus 

outbreak and its impact on the economy, public health, state and local governments, individuals, and 

businesses.

To Do and To Think: Based on the graphic provided, what conclusions can you draw 

about the CARES Act? What questions do you have about the CARES Act?

      Congress has the power to pass this sort of emergency spending and funding bill, under Article I of 

the United States Constitution. This has happened during times of potential or active military conflict, 

natural disaster, or economic hardship. Emergency spending and funding bills passed by Congress are 

intended to help the economy and provide support for states, individuals and businesses that have 

been impacted by the economic downturn. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 

(CARES) provides an estimated $2 trillion stimulus package to help mitigate the harmful effects of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on the United States.

How the $2 Trillion Breaks Down
The CARES Act provides relief to several groups impacted by the coronavirus pandemic.

$560 Billion estimatedIndividuals

Big Corporations $500 Billion

Education/Other 

Public Health

State & Local Governments

Small Businesses $377 Billion

$339.8 Billion

$153.5 Billion

$43.7 Billion estimated

Safety Net $26 Billion

Source: Estimates for third relief bill based on bill text, committee, and administration numbers. Credit: Audrey Carlsen/NPR

Common Good

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” 

interact with the government and each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

In the words of Founding Father John 

Adams, “Government is instituted for 

the common good; for the protection, 

safety, prosperity and happiness of 

the people…”

Learn MORE about the concept of the common good. Free registration may be required.

When I think about promoting the common good, I feel ____________________________ 

 

because ___________________________.

 

Citizen Obligations and Responsibilities, From Civics360

Responsibility Launcher, from iCivics

4/2/2020

 The ”common good” is the beliefs or actions that benefit the community 

as a whole rather than individual interests.  The “common good” is also 

known as the “public good”. In our government system, it’s both the 

government and the citizens that are responsible for protecting our rights 

and promoting the common good to benefit the community.

To promote the common good and slow the spread of the COVID-19/Novel Coronavirus, the federal 

government has issued Coronavirus Guidelines for America and created a website with information, 

coronavirus.gov. These guidelines outline specific ways individuals can support the common good. 

The federal government advises everyone to listen to the direction of their state and local authorities, 

stay home, practice good hygiene, and avoid social gatherings among other things. By abiding by 

these guidelines, individuals fulfill their obligations  and help promote the common good. States and 

municipal governments have also provided guidance for resident that are unique to the needs of that 

area.

To Do: Explore the website of your local government. Are there guidelines in place that 

exceed those put forward by the federal government and your state government?

To Think: Reflect on the common good and complete this sentence:

Publ ic Health

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact 

with the government and each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

 What is public health? 

Charles-Edward A. Winslow

Learn MORE about the concepts of the social contract and public health. Free registration may be 

required.

The Enlightenment and Its Influence, from Civics360

Public Health Priorities, from the Department of Health and Human Services 

The Enlightenment: Social Contract, from The Oxford Observer

4/7/2020

 A formal definition was crafted by Charles-Edward A. Winslow in 1920. He defined public health as being:

"the science and art of preventing disease, 

promoting physical health and efficiency through organized community efforts for the 

sanitation of the environment, 

prolonging life, 

the control of community infections, 

the education of the individual in principles of personal hygiene, 

 and the development of the social machinery which will ensure to every individual in the 

community a standard of living adequate for the maintenance of health."

the organization of medical and nursing service for the early diagnosis and preventive 

treatment of disease, 

  Winslow’s definition is still relevant 100 years later, as public health focuses on safeguarding and improving 

the physical, mental, and social well-being of the community as a whole. To ensure this, the United States 

government has a Department of Health and Human Services, the Centers for Disease Control, and the 

National Institutes of Health, all of which help maintain the public health.

 

John Locke

  The concept of public health is an example of John Locke's theory of social 

contract in action. A social contract is created when an organized society agrees 

on the relationship between the government and the people. Locke said people 

form governments and agree to follow the laws and rules it sets because that 

government protects their right to life, liberty, and property.

To Do and To Think: How is the government abiding by its end of the social 

contract during this public health crisis?

As a reflective exercise, keep a journal or diary that documents the ways in which 

you, your family, your friends, and your community are participating in the social 

contract to help the nation fight COVID-19/Novel Coronavirus.

The 2020 Census

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” 

interact with the government and each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

Even in times of crisis, as we face the COVID-19/Novel Coronavirus 

pandemic, residents of the United States and the federal government have 

responsibilities and obligations. Conducting the Census is a constitutional 

obligation of the federal government. Completing the Census form is a 

responsibility of the people.

 

Learn MORE about the U.S. Census and civic responsibility. Free registration may be required.

Citizen Obligations and Responsibilities, from Civics360

Census 2020 Toolkit, from IllinoisCivics.org 

How to Complete the Census, from the United States Census Bureau

Fast Facts from the Census Through History, from the United States Census Bureau

5/28/2020

To Think and To Do: The last census was conducted in 2010. What can you infer about how the 

2010 census data is being used to provide support during the current pandemic?

Article I, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution states that for the purposes of 

determining representation, there shall be a census “...every subsequent 

Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct.” 

 

In addition to ensuring accurate representation Congress, census 

information helps determine funding for government services such as 

public housing and neighborhood construction, helps communities 

thrive, and helps businesses learn about their existing and potential 

base. Census information helps health provides predict the spread of 

disease through communities with children or elderly people. When 

natural disasters occur, the census helps rescuers estimate how many 

people will need their help. The numbers are also used to help 

determine the distribution of hundreds of billions of dollars in federal and 

state funds. These fund support hospitals, highways, stadiums and 

school lunch programs.

Individual census records are held confidential for 72 years, but one may  request a certificate from past 

censuses that can be used as proof to establish age, residence or familial relationships, information that 

could help one qualify for a pension, establish citizenship or obtain an inheritance.

 We have a civic responsibility to participate in the census. By answering the 12 questions on the census 

form, we are counted as residents of the United States, our states, and communities

 

The first census occurred in 1790. The twenty-third census is going on right now, and current law 

directing the administration of the Census makes no exceptions for the COVID-19/Novel Coronavirus 

pandemic.

 

Const i tut ion Day
  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with the government and 

each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

Learn MORE about Constitution Day. Free registration may be required.
The Preamble in Action, from The Florida Joint Center for Citizenship 
Constitution Day Resources, from National Constitution Center
Constitution Day Toolkit, from Civics Renewal Network

9/17/2020

     Every September 17th we pause to recognize the signing of the U.S. Constitution and all people 
who have become U.S. citizens through age or naturalization. It was on this day in 1787 that the U.S. 
Constitution was signed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania by delegates from twelve of the original states.

To Think and To Create! Grab your colored pencils, markers, crayons, finger-paints or watercolors and design a handmade poster 
showing how you and your family benefit from the freedoms embodied in the U.S. Constitution. 
• Use an 8 1/2" x 11" sheet of paper to create your design. Your poster can feature any aspect of the Constitution, 
including the Bill of Rights & Amendments. Make it colorful! Be creative!
Consider submitting your poster to the Constitution Day 2020 Poster Design Contest from ConstitutionFacts.com 

As we think about Constitution Day, it is important to explore the document itself. 
What is actually in the United States Constitution? 

     These delegates, known as Framers arrived in Philadelphia all the way from northern states such as 
New Hampshire and Connecticut to as far south as South Carolina and Georgia. Many of these men 
had careers as lawyers and politicians and served in the military, but there were also educators, 
physicians, farmers and businessmen in attendance.

PREAMBLE

AMENDMENTS

ARTICLES

The opening statement of the Constitution, known as the Preamble, outlines 
the goals and purposes of government.

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish 

this Constitution for the United States of America.

The structure and function of our government is outlined in seven articles.
Article I – Legislative Branch
Article 2 – Executive Branch
Article 3 – Judicial Branch
Article 4 – States

Article 5 – The Amendment Process
Article 6 – The Supremacy Clause
Article 7 – Ratification

27 Amendments have been added to the Constitution. 

     The first 10 are known as the Bill of Rights and define individual freedoms, rights of the accused, 

define citizens’ protections from the federal government & extend powers to the states. 

     The other 17 amendments address important issues such as: the end of slavery, citizenship rights, 

the income tax, women’s suffrage, elimination of poll taxes, lowering the right to vote to 18 and 

congressional pay.

The U.S. Constitution is a four page document, with three distinct parts, starting with the famous phrase: We the People.... 

1. The U.S. Constitution is the oldest and shortest written constitution of any major government in the 
world. 

2. In 1789, the first national “Thanksgiving Day” was originally created by George Washington as a way 
of “giving thanks” for the Constitution.

3. The oldest and youngest delegates were 81 and 26. Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania was the oldest 
and Jonathon Dayton of New Jersey was the youngest.

4. James Madison was the only delegate to attend every meeting. He took detailed notes of the various 
discussions and debates that took place during the convention. The journal that he kept during the 
Constitutional Convention was kept secret until after he died

5. Almost 12,000 amendments have been proposed to the Constitution, but only 27 have been ratified. 

FUN
 

FACT S



Elect ions
  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with the government and 

each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

Learn MORE about elections. Free registration may be required.

Election Administration at State & Local Levels, from National Conference of State Legislatures 

Voting and Election Laws, from USA.gov

Elections, from iCivics

8/11/2020

     Elections are perhaps the most visible aspect of the American democratic system. Every two years, we 

head to the polls to vote for our representatives at various levels of government, and every four years we 

choose the next president of the United States.  

To Think and To Do: Research your state’s election laws and compare them to two neighboring 

states. How do they compare? What do you notice about the similarities and differences in the laws 

between the states?

One important thing to remember about elections is that they are an example of federalism in action; power 

over elections is shared between the state and federal governments.

     The regulation of elections - deciding who can vote, where people vote, 

how people vote, and how many places there will be to vote - has generally 

been a power of the states or local governments under the 10th 

Amendment. One of the most important powers of the states on elections 

has to do with how we vote. How we vote is not uniform throughout the 

country. Some states use paper ballots, while others use electronic voting 

systems. A number of states allow early voting. This allows voters to cast 

their vote before Election Day. Some states allow vote-by-mail ballots for 

any reason, while others restrict when you can use a vote-by-mail ballot and 

Take Part in the 2020 

Mock Election!

     The federal government officially established Election Day as ‘the 

Tuesday after the first Monday in November’, though states can set the 

date for state and local elections. Through the amendment process to the 

U.S. Constitution, the federal government has expanded voting rights to 

 In some states, people convicted of a felony lose their right to vote and may not 

be allowed to get it back after completing their sentences. Other states, though, 

let ex-felons get their right to participate in elections back immediately or after 

going through a process, and two states let inmates vote while they are in prison! 

This remains an ongoing debate at the state and national level.

others do not allow vote-by-mail ballots at all. Studies have found that no matter how voters vote, actual voter 

fraud around mail-in ballots is very rare and voting is pretty secure no matter the way it is done. 

If you are in Florida, join 

us with 

KidsVotingFlorida!

Somewhere else? 
Check out DoubleClick 

Democracy for a program 
near you. 

still retain some control over who can actually vote. For example, some states 

allow 17-year olds to vote in primary elections if they will be 18 by the day of the 

general election, while a few cities and towns have allowed 16-year olds to vote 

in local elections. No state, though, can legally add restrictions to the right to 

vote except for one group fo people: ex-felons. 

Black males, women, and most recently 18-

year olds. 

While amendments to the Constitution have 

expanded the right to vote over time, states

Pr esident ial  Nominat ing 
Convent ions

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with the government and 
each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

Learn MORE about Presidential Nominating Conventions. 

Free registration may be required.

Presidential Election Process, from USA.gov

Brokered and Contested Conventions, from Brookings

What Are Superdelegates?, from PBS

8/18/2020

     Once the dust has settled from the nation's presidential caucuses and primaries, the focus of attention shifts to the 

major parties' nominating conventions. It is at these conventions where the major party candidates will officially 

become the Democratic and Republican nominees for president of the United States. 

To Think and To Do: If you were serving as a delegate at the Democratic or Republican convention, 

what would you like to hear in the party nominee's acceptance speech? Watch the 2020 candidate 

acceptance speeches and compare what you hear to what you identified. 

     During the primary and caucus season (January-June), voters cast their ballot for 

pledged delegates to officially support a presidential candidate at the nominating 

convention. The candidate who receives at least 50% of the vote from their party’s 

delegates earns their party’s nomination. In addition to pledged delegates, each 

major party also has automatic delegates, more commonly known in the Democratic 

Party as ’super delegates’. It used to be that automatic delegates did not pledge their 

support until the convention, but since 2012, the Republican Party requires its 

automatic delegates to vote for the presidential candidate who wins their state's 

Take Part in the 
2020 Mock Election!

     A contested convention occurs when a candidate does not receive a majority of the pledged 

delegates during the primaries and caucuses. This means that after the first round of voting for 

a nominee, the pledged delegates are no longer pledged to a specific candidate. Under a 

"contested" convention, delegates may support whomever they want as the party's presidential 

nominee, and the nominee is usually selected through one or more rounds of voting from the 

convention floor.  Contested conventions are rare.  The last contested convention occurred in 

1952 when the Democrats nominated Illinois Governor Adlai Stevenson.

When the Democratic and Republican Parties gather for their 2020 

presidential nominating conventions, they will be following a tradition 

that has lasted nearly 180 years. They are often large celebrations of 

a candidate and a political party, held in giant convention halls filled 

with happy members of the party listening to their candidate accept 

the nomination for president. Like many other aspects of daily life 

If you are in Florida, 
join us with 

KidsVotingFlorida!

Somewhere else? 
Check out DoubleClick Democracy for 

a program near you. 

     Nominees typically address the convention delegates, broadcast on television, once they 

receive the majority of the delegate vote.  This is the nominee’s opportunity to formally accept 

the nomination and share their vision for their campaign and their administration, if elected.

primary or caucus. Since 2016, the Democratic Party no longer allows the automatic delegates to vote unless the 

convention is contested.

by COVID-19, however, these celebrations of the party and its candidate will be far more 

scaled down, with the candidate acceptance speeches likely done remotely. Despite this 

change, however, these conventions remain a highlight of the campaign season, and the 

platforms and the passions they inspire will likely carry through to Election Day, despite 

the existence of a pandemic.

Voter  Regist r at ion
  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with the government and 

each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

8/25/2020

     To vote in federal elections in the United States, there are two constitutional qualifications: you must be a 

citizen and you must be at least 18. This means residents of all 50 states, and the District of Columbia, have 

the same voter eligibility requirements.  In fact, the laws that govern voter registration and pre-registration 

differ across the nation as there is no national standard.  

To Think and To Do: What are the voting registration requirements for your state? How do they 

compare to your neighboring states? What do you notice about the similarities and differences in the 

registration requirements across the states? 

Take Part in the 
2020 Mock Election!
If you are in Florida, 

join us with 
KidsVotingFlorida!

Somewhere else? 
Check out DoubleClick Democracy for 

a program near you. 

     In some states there is a pre-registration option for 16 or 17 year-olds so that 

once they turn 18, they are eligible to vote. For example, Florida allows 16 year-

olds to pre-register, while Maine requires people to be at least 17 to pre-register.

     There are some other differences among states as well. For example, some 

states require voters to be permanent residents living in the state in which they are 

registering to vote, while others prohibit voter registration if someone has been 

declared mentally incompetent or if they have been convicted of a felony. North 

Dakota is the only state that does not require voter registration. Interestingly, there 

are some local communities in the United States that allow non-citizens or citizens 

under 18 to vote in local elections. Keep in mind, though, that these individuals 

remain barred from federal elections. Local standards only apply to local elections. 

     When preparing to register to vote, it is important to know your 

state’s requirements and to meet their registration deadlines. 

Registration deadlines vary from state-to-state, so knowing how far 

in advance you need to register will prevent missing the 

opportunity to cast your vote.

     In an effort to increase the number of registered voters in the 

country, Congress passed and President Clinton signed into law, 

the National Voter Registration Act of 1993. This act is known as 

the “Motor Voter” law because it requires the states to offer voter 

registration opportunities to eligible citizens when they apply for or renew a driver’s license at their local 

Department of Motor Vehicles. The law also requires states to provide voter registration opportunities when 

eligible people apply for federal public assistance or go to the U.S. Post Office. Because of these additional 

opportunities, registering to vote has been made more convenient

Voter Registration Requirements by State, from USA.gov
Register and Vote In Your State, from U.S. Election Assistance Commission

Learn MORE about Voter Registration. 

Free registration may be required.

Poli t ical Par ty 
Plat for ms 

  Civics is all around us. There is a lot to know about the government and how “We the People” interact with the government and 
each other.  Let’s help each other expand our civic literacy.

Civ ic s in  
Real  Lif e 

9/8/2020

    Today's two main parties, the Democrats and the Republicans, emerged over the course of many years. The values 

and beliefs of political parties can change over time; what a party once supported in the past might be quite different 

from what they support today. This may lead to parties gaining new supporters and losing existing ones. How do we 

know the values and beliefs of political parties? We find them in their platforms. 

To Think and To Do: Complete the quiz from the non-partisan election education resource ‘I Side With’. How do 

your own positions on issues compare with those of the two main political parties or the minor parties? Is there 

anything that surprised you about your results?  
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      The table below provides a comparison of the views of the two largest political 

parties across several issues. It is important to remember that individual members 

of a political party may not necessarily support all aspects of their party’s 

platform.

Political Parties, from Civics360
List of Political Parties in the United States, from Ballotpedia 
U.S. Political Parties & Organizations, from The Democracy Commitment, AASCU
Democrats.org, Democratic Party Homepage 
GOP.com, Republican Party Homepage

Learn MORE about political parties and platforms.
Free registration may be required.

    A party’s political platform provides an overview of its agenda for the nation, its 

core values, and the reasons why it should be the party with majority control of the 

government. It is generally drafted at the party’s presidential nominating convention. 

“Party platforms were first adopted at the parties’ nominating conventions in 1832.  

With little exception, both major parties, and several minor parties, continue adopting 

platforms at their party’s nominating convention every four years." While the 

Democrats drafted a new platform for 2020, the Republican Party is adhering to its 

2016 platform for the current presidential campaign.  

REPUBLICAN PARTY DEMOCRATIC PARTYISSUES

Generally supports a pathway to citizenship
 for undocumented immigrants

Generally supports the deportation of all 
undocumented immigrants

Immigration

Healthcare 

Policy

Supports a market-based approach to healthcare, 
including protection for pre-existing conditions; 

generally opposes the Affordable Care Act

Supports some form of government-run universal 
healthcare and protection for pre-existing 

conditions; generally supports preserving the 
Affordable Care Act

Government 

Regulation

There are too many regulations, and regulations 
impact job growth and the expansion of the 

economy

Regulations are intended to help the citizen and 
the consumer and protect companies, 

communities, and the environment

The Military Supports a strong military and higher military 
budget (generally)

Supports a strong military but a lower military 
budget (generally)

Economic 

Ideas

Wages should be set by the free market and not 
the government; taxation for everyone should be 

as minimal as possible

Higher federal and state minimum wage; 
progressive taxation (the wealthy are taxed more 

than lower earners)

The Fishin' Season; 7/7/1919; Berryman Political Cartoon 
Collection, 1896 - 1949; Records of the U.S. Senate, 
Record Group 46; National Archives Building, Washington, 
DC.  National Archives Identifier:  1693475.

Whatever your position on the issues, it is important to understand where the major political parties stand so that you 

have some sense of who and what you will be voting for when candidates run for local, state, or national office.

The Elector al 
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     Voting is a key responsibility for all citizens, and the opportunity to vote for the 

president of the United States is one which we eagerly look forward to when we turn 18. 

But did you know that when you vote for president, you are not actually voting for 

president? You are voting for electors, OTHER people who will vote for president on your 

behalf! It all comes down to the Electoral College.  

To Think and To Do: Presidential campaigns generally want to spend their money wisely. 

How might the Electoral College map (provided in the reading) impact campaign spending?
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each state is allocated in the Electoral College is based on its number of U.S. 

representatives and U.S. senators. For example, Florida has 27 U.S. representatives 

and 2 U.S. senators, so Florida is allocated 29 electors. The 23rd Amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution, ratified in 1961, allocates three electoral votes to Washington, 

D.C.  A constitutional amendment was required to allocate electoral votes to 

Washington, D.C. because electoral votes are allocated to states only, and 

Washington, D.C. is not a state.

     When voting in presidential elections, voters are actually instructing their state’s electors how they should vote.  

To win the presidency, a candidate must earn a majority of Electoral College votes, or 270 of those 538 votes. 

Electors meet several weeks after the national election day, in mid-December.  Electoral votes are then read by 

the sitting vice-president in a joint session of  Congress during the first week of January.

     It is important to note that the popular vote for president (the number of votes cast by voters on election day)  is 

NOT the same as the number of electoral votes that candidates may receive.  A candidate may lose the popular 

vote and still become president! This has happened five times in U.S. history, most recently in 2016 when 

Republican Donald Trump lost the popular vote to Democrat Hillary Clinton but won the Electoral College vote. 

2020 Presidential Election Interactive Map, from 270towin.com 
The Electoral College: It's a Process, Not a Place, from the National Archives
Getting the Votes and Getting Election, from Our White House 

Learn MORE about the Electoral College. 
Free registration may be required.

     When neither candidate receives a majority of the Electoral College vote, the House of Representatives chooses 

the winner. This happened in 1800, when the House chose Thomas Jefferson over Aaron Burr, and in 1824, when it 

picked John Quincy Adams over popular vote winner, Andrew Jackson.

Originally, electors would cast two electoral votes, but no distinction was made 

between a vote for president and a vote for vice-president. The one who got the 

most electoral votes would become president, and the second place winner 

would become vice-president. In the election of 1800, Jefferson beat his main 

opponent John Adams, but in the Electoral College, he and his vice-presidential 

running mate Burr tied at 73 electoral votes each, so the House had to pick the 

winner. To prevent this from happening again, the 12th Amendment was ratified, 

which required separate votes for president and vice-president.

538 / 2 + 1 

= 

WINNER
      The Electoral College, established by Article II, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitution, is 

the formal body that elects the president and vice president of the United States. It 

includes 538 total electors. Where does this number come from? The number of "electors" 

Bat t legr ound States
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   All 50 states contribute to the election of a president. Some states 

traditionally and consistently vote Democrat (‘blue states’) or 

Republican (‘red states’). Other states are considered ‘purple states’ 

because the parties have an equal chance at winning the vote. These 

states are called battleground states or 'swing states',  and they play a 

huge role in presidential campaigns. Candidates work hard to win the 

popular vote in those states, because the candidate that wins the 

popular vote in a state also wins its Electoral College votes (with two 

exceptions). It is the Electoral College vote, not the popular vote, that 

determines the winner of a presidential election.

To Think and To Do: Track how many advertisements you see in one week from each presidential campaign. These 

may be billboards, mailers, or ads in newspapers or on television and radio. Which candidate advertised the most? 

Based on your research, could your state be considered a battleground state?
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For example, in the 2000 election, Florida was an important state to win for both Republican 

George W. Bush and Democrat Al Gore. The winner of Florida would win the entire election! 

Ultimately, the winner of the state was decided by only 537 popular votes out of almost 6 million 

cast. Its 25 Electoral College votes (EV) gave Bush the presidency, with 271 Electoral College 

votes, only 1 more than what is needed to win the election. 

So, why do candidates pay more attention to these states than others? 

Like many things, it comes down to how the Constitution dictates a 

presidential election: the candidate who wins 270 Electoral College 

votes (EV), not the popular vote, wins the election. These battleground 

states, with their multiple electoral votes, then become the prizes to be 

won!

Candidates will pay a great deal of attention to these prize battleground 

states. This attention can take the form of money spent advertising, 

campaign staff hired and the number of campaign events in these 

states.

Battleground states play a huge role in elections. Already for the 

upcoming November election, the Trump and Biden campaigns 

have spent more than a billion dollars on advertising, mostly in 

the battleground states. Debate remains ongoing over whether 

the idea of battleground states would change if we got rid of the 

Electoral College, but for now, we can expect a great deal of 

attention to be paid to only a few states in the presidential 

election.

 Data from the 2016 election shows how 
much attention battleground states get.

Learn MORE about battleground states and the Electoral College
Free registration may be required.

2020 Presidential Election Interactive Map, from 270towin
Top Battleground States, from Real Clear Politics
U.S. Political Parties & Organizations, from The Democracy Commitment, AASCU

This means that if you live in one of these 
states, you are going to get a great deal of 

attention.  If you live a non-battleground state, 
you might only see things from one candidate!

     94% of campaign events (375 of 399) 
were held in just 12 states: Arizona, 
Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 





Let’s Chat!
How might you use 
Civics in Real Life 
for virtual or face to 
face instruction? 



Connecting to current instruction 
aligned with state standards



Application to Real Life



Maine Civics Themes 
and Concepts

• Unity and Diversity

• Continuity and Change 
over Time

• Democratic and 
Constitutional 
Principles of 
Government

• American Political 
System

• Primary Sources



Poll 
Question

•What are the most 
difficult civics topics 
for you to teach? 
• Election 2020

• Local Issues

• Federalism

• Domestic and Foreign Policy

• Other



civics360.org

A Comprehensive Guide to Middle School Civics
Available Anytime, Anywhere   



Create a 
Log In



Explore the Civics Topic Areas!



The Topic Areas

What is in each Topic Area? 

Citizen You: Citizenship – naturalization process, 14th

Amendment

Engaged Citizens: media literacy, advocacy, multiple 

perspectives, public policy

Running for Office: political parties, elections, qualifications

From the Colonies to the United States: The Founding –

founding documents 

Federal Government – three branches, Articles I, II & III

State & Local Government

My Rights & Liberties – Bill of Rights, limits to rights

The Legal System – levels of courts, landmark cases

The U.S. and the World – forms and systems of 

government, foreign and domestic policy



The Founding: 
From Colonies to United States 

Topic Area 

Subtopic Modules



In Each 
Module 
You Will 
Find 

✓ Videos
✓Video Viewing Guides

✓ Readings
✓Reading Guides

✓ Support & 
Enrichment Activities

✓ Assessment  

✓ Additional Resources 



In Each Module You Will Find 



Video



Let’s Take a Look at a Video…



Video Viewing Guides



Readings

• Multiple languages

• 7th grade reading level

• Includes vocabulary 

• Emphasizes most important 
concepts in the content



Reading 
Guides



How can we use the Readings 
and Video in Conjunction with 
the CRL?
• Use CRL as intro to broader content covered in 

readings and videos
• Does not require event to be current, but still 

illustrates connection to civic life

• Have students make the connections between 
the content they learned in the readings and 
videos with the CRL you choose to use

• Vocabulary connections



Assessment and Additional 
Resources



Some modules also include 



Some modules also include 



Support and Enrichment



Two Important Additional 
Resources 



Schooltube



Putting It All 
Together

•How can we 
use Civics360 
in conjunction 
with Civics in 
Real Life to 
help our 
students 
succeed? 





Questions? 



Online Professional 
Development



Contact Info

Steve Masyada Stephen.Masyada@ucf.edu

Val McVey Valerie.Mcvey@ucf.edu

Chris Spinale Christopher.Spinale@ucf.edu

mailto:Stephen.masyada@ucf.edu
mailto:Valerie.Mcvey@ucf.edu
mailto:Christopher.spinale@ucf.edu


Thank you!


