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Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program
(FFVP)

Application Deadline Approaching!
SY 2026 FFVP applications are due Friday, April 25 ! A

complete application means the signature page is
uploaded and the application is in “pending approval”

status. Any applications not in pending approval status will
not be considered. 

th

Farm to School Cook-off Finals

We wish RSU 60 and RSU 52, our cook-off finalists, the
best of luck in the final’s competition being held on
Thursday, April 17  in the Child Nutrition Culinary

Classroom. Stay tuned for who will be crowned the 2025
Farm to School Cook-off Champion! 

th

The Cook-off will be streamed on Zoom

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/j/89366141499?pwd=Fh3ZMQrbS0SZCFahMbPJVD6rk9bgFd.1


CACFP At Risk Afterschool Program

The “Act To Increase Access to Nutritious Foods in Schools by Implementing an
After-school Food Program for At-risk Students” is a law that requires any
district with a school with 50% or more Free/Reduced Eligible students to

participate in CACFP At Risk Afterschool Snack/Supper Program. The program
requires an education/enrichment activity that is available to all students after

school. An example could be a homework help group. If the school does not
want to participate or does not have qualifying enrichment, the district must

opt out after public hearing and school board vote.

The opt out form can be found here: https://forms.office.com/g/iyM5ATBzbd 

More information regarding the CACFP At Risk Program can be found here:
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/cacfp/atrisk

The LD577 Report by District: The following districts Child Nutrition - CACFP At
Risk After School ED534 - 4.16.2025.pdf to participate in CACFP At Risk or opt

out using the guidance from the law:
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-

files/LD%20577.pdf

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FiyM5ATBzbd&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf25469d9091244bd4dc408dd7cff56eb%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638804158570553689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B3tAGNPQvtU%2Fx4N6%2FrDFIYzar7EdyHH3dDGTeSbcJUI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FiyM5ATBzbd&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf25469d9091244bd4dc408dd7cff56eb%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638804158570553689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B3tAGNPQvtU%2Fx4N6%2FrDFIYzar7EdyHH3dDGTeSbcJUI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fschools%2Fnutrition%2Fcacfp%2Fatrisk&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf25469d9091244bd4dc408dd7cff56eb%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638804158570570309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vQ9DVF0Jvrk31ttUpBt1t0mzxXD1PHeolA%2BzIGIkHiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fsites%2Fmaine.gov.doe%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2FLD%2520577.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf25469d9091244bd4dc408dd7cff56eb%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638804158570587428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uS6zyY89UjxgM0skcdNiRxZJKLvfIKq75%2FrckZg14ug%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.maine.gov%2Fdoe%2Fsites%2Fmaine.gov.doe%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2FLD%2520577.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf25469d9091244bd4dc408dd7cff56eb%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638804158570587428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uS6zyY89UjxgM0skcdNiRxZJKLvfIKq75%2FrckZg14ug%3D&reserved=0


School Lunch Hero Day!!!
May 2, 2025

School Lunch Hero Day is right around the corner!
May 2  is the Friday after school vacationnd



Child Nutrition Virtual Training

The links to register are in the training titles.
(unless otherwise noted)

We are unable to hold virtual and in person
training simultaneously.

All of our webinars are recorded and put on our
website within a week of the training.

Please mark your calendars once 
you have registered.

AI of any kind will be removed
 from the training.



Webinars

Annual Financial Report
May 22, 2025

1:30pm

This webinar will include updates on the Annual Financial Report
that must be completed by September 1, 2025. Please send any

questions you have regarding the Annual Financial Report to
jodi.truman@maine.gov by May 15th. All questions submitted will

be addressed in the webinar. 

Child Nutrition Updates & Reminders
Wednesday, April 30, 2025

1:30pm

We will review key updates and reminders, and discuss changes that
go into effect for SY 2026. There will be time at the end for Q and A
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https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__2gQHXr1TKOHNPaubsmc2A
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6-k1SWqmSra0cg1JwFShKQ
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https://events.bizzabo.com/715408


Join Regional Local Food Program Coordinators, Ali Mediate and Catherine
Brown,  for an engaging, fun, hands-on Local Foods Training, designed to
help school nutrition teams improve local food procurement, learn quick
and efficient food preparation techniques, and explore simple, delicious

scratch recipes using Maine’s seasonal ingredients. 

This interactive session will provide school nutrition staff with practical,
time-saving kitchen strategies and proven methods for incorporating local
foods into school meals. Participants will leave with new skills, resources,

and recipes to bring back to their schools. 

Training Goals: 
✅ Understand local food procurement methods and sourcing strategies 
✅ Learn easy, school-friendly recipes featuring seasonal produce 

✅ Develop skills in food processing, knife techniques, and efficient storage 

Local Foods Training at 
Sacopee Valley Middle School

May 2, 2025
1:00pm - 3:45pm

Sacopee Valley Middle School
137 S. Hiram Road, Hiram

https://events.bizzabo.com/727028
https://events.bizzabo.com/727028
https://events.bizzabo.com/727028


Join Maine DOE Child Nutrition, Maine Coast Fishermen's Association,
and Gulf of Maine Research Institute for a hands-on culinary training!
This training will highlight Maine caught fish; expect to learn different

ways to prepare fish, safe handling, as well as methods to engage
students with local seafood. 

Local Foods Training with
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association

Child Nutrition Culinary Classroom
Wednesday, May 7th

10:00am-2:00pm

https://events.bizzabo.com/722975
https://events.bizzabo.com/722975


Shout Outs!!Shout Outs!!

Students at Bucksport High School recently
enjoyed BLTs, French Toast and Home Fries and

the very popular Hot Turkey dinner. 

Thank you Shelley Bowden for sharing!!l



The Dairy Council visited the Molly Ockett School in
RSU 72.  The school won the Fuel Up grant from the
Dairy Council and was awarded a smoothie maker. 

Thank you Samantha Wedgewood for sharing!!l



Wishing everyone a 
great vacation!!!

No Thursday Update next week, 
next one will be May 1 . st


