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Farm to School Cook-Off

!!Registration will be open until December 31, 2025!!

This year’s challenge ingredients are
             Breakfast – Wild Blueberries

             Lunch – Ground Beef

Rules and Guidelines can be found here:
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/localfoods

If you have any questions please contact 

Stephanie - stephanie.stambach@maine.gov
Michele - michele.bisbee@maine.gov

Katie - katie.knowles@maine.gov

Register for the 2026
Farm to School Cook Off

The first 12 teams to register

will receive a Mercer Culinary

Millennia 13-piece knife set! 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/localfoods
https://forms.office.com/g/2AQEPZkC55
https://forms.office.com/g/2AQEPZkC55


SY 2026 Unanticipated School Closure

with Remote Learning Waiver Request

SY 2026 Unanticipated School Closure
with Remote Learning Waiver Request

Reminder… USDA has approved Maine’s request for the
Unanticipated School Closures with Remote Learning
Waiver. This waiver provides additional flexibility to support
continued access to meals for students in the event of
unexpected school closures paired with remote learning.

To request use of this waiver, please complete the
Microsoft Form below:
👉https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/3VFAc8JV3D

Please ensure that your request is submitted as soon as
possible when an unanticipated closure occurs so our team
can review and respond promptly. Thank you for your
continued dedication to ensuring Maine students have
access to nutritious meals, no matter the circumstances.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fg%2F3VFAc8JV3D&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cdb6fb2ee973a43ced8d608de30e0ebd5%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639001939770039890%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1ATPXf8t5G2%2FT%2Fz4m1tyd2dKpBNLH1n6Fc8DT86LyC0%3D&reserved=0


Financial InformationFinancial Information

When receiving your claim reimbursement:
The advice slip may show FY2025 for federal
payments. 
The federal fiscal year runs October -September. 

This means claims for July – September will
appear as F2025 in the description.

For Maine accounting purposes, payments are
reported in the Maine fiscal year (July-June).
To confirm which months are being paid, use the
ED293A accounting report in CNPWeb, which
shows the Program Year (Maine Fiscal Year).

Any questions, contact Jodi.truman@maine.gov

mailto:Jodi.truman@maine.gov


VegetablesVegetables
Are You Offering the Minimum Serving

Size of Vegetables in the NSLP?

Grades K-8 – must offer at least ¾ cup of vegetables to
students each day

Grades 9-12 – must offer at least 1 cup of vegetables to
students each day

Make sure these amounts are reflected on production
records to ensure meal pattern compliance!



USDA Foods
terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov 

Orders cannot be refused or
sent back to PFG once shipped. 

December Monthly OrderDecember Monthly Order

The Monthly Order runs from the  1st-15 .th

If the 15  of the month is a Saturday or
Sunday, the monthly order will close on
Friday at 4:00pm.

th

If it is not, the closing date is simply the
15  at 4:00pm.th

Step by step directions on how to complete
your order can be found on the the USDA

Foods page of our website. 

PFG DeliveriesPFG Deliveries

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/fd
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/fd


!!Deadline Approaching!!



Sponsor and Delivery Sheets are Missing
for the Following Districts

Alexander Public Schools
Blue Hill Public Schools

Brooksville Public Schools
Castine Public Schools
Cutler Public Schools

George Stevens Academy
Indian Township

Jonesboro Public Schools
Jonesport Public Schools
Machias Public Schools

Maine Arts Academy

Maine Central Institute
Mount Desert Public Schools

Mt Desert CSD
Perry Public Schools

Pleasant Point
Rockland-Region 8

RSU 13
RSU 34

RSU 51/MSAD 51
Surry Public Schools

Woodland Public Schools



Topic: Time Study / Labor Hours

December 11 , 1:30pm-2:30pm
th

Topic: Breakfast Meal Cost Breakdown

January 15 , 1:30pm-2:30pm
th

Topic: TBA 

February 12 , 1:30pm-2:30pm
th

Topic: TBA

March 19 , 1:30-2:30pm
th

Topic: Annual Financial Report

May 19 , 1:30-2:30pm
th

Please email jodi.truman@maine.gov for the link to attend.

mailto:jodi.truman@maine.gov


Child Nutrition TrainingChild Nutrition Training

The links to register are in the training titles - unless
otherwise noted.

We are unable to hold virtual and in person training
simultaneously.

All of our webinars are recorded and put on our website
within a week of the training.

Pay attention to registration deadline dates. Deadlines
must be adhered to. 

Be sure to register to ensure that we have enough space
for everyone. 

If there is a registration fee - Per Maine DOE policy,
payment is due by credit card at the time of registration.

Mark your calendars once you have registered.

If you have any questions about any of the Child Nutrition
Training, please contact Paula at paula.nadeau@maine.gov

AI of any kind will be removed from the virtual training.

mailto:paula.nadeau@maine.gov


WebinarsWebinars

Did you miss a webinar? 
You can view it by going to the Webinars and Training

page of our website.

paula.nadeau@maine.gov

An Overview of the NSLP Afterschool Snack Program & 
the CACFP At Risk After School Program

In addition to program updates and reminders, the Child
Nutrition December Monthly Webinar will outline the

requirements of the NSLP Afterschool Snack Service and Child
and Adult Care Food Program At‑Risk Afterschool Meals – we’ll

walk through how each program works and highlight key
differences. Presented by Sarah Platt & Kobi Chase

December 15, 2025
1:30

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/training
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dK60mXHwQQ-aYDD5vh1hlg
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dK60mXHwQQ-aYDD5vh1hlg
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dK60mXHwQQ-aYDD5vh1hlg


Farmer & School Buyer MeetupFarmer & School Buyer Meetup
December 9, 2025
1:00pm-4:00pm

Fork Food Lab, 95 Darling Avenue, South Portland

This regional networking and training event is designed to connect School Nutrition
Directors, local farmers, fishermen, food producers, and distributors across Southern Maine.
Participants will engage in panels, demonstrations, sampling, speed networking, and tours to
strengthen Farm & Sea to School connections.

Event Goals & Objectives:
Highlight successful Farm & Sea to School partnerships, including practical strategies,
lessons learned, and purchasing logistics
Strengthen connections between school nutrition programs and local producers,
distributors, and fishermen
Showcase light processing and efficiency solutions for schools, including demoed tools
and techniques
Facilitate relationship-building and collaboration through speed networking and guided
discussions
Offer hands-on sampling opportunities and exposure to new local products for school
menus

Skills & Topics Covered:
Networking and strategic collaboration across the local food system
Navigating school purchasing priorities and distribution channels
Light processing and prep solutions for school kitchens
Menu development and local product integration
Real-world success stories and problem-solving for local sourcing challenges

Agenda Highlights:
Panel discussion: School, farm, sea, and distributor perspectives
Sampling & networking break featuring local products
Speed networking sessions between producers and school nutrition directors
Demonstration & discussion on processing solutions for schools
Fork Food Lab tours and group reflection

https://events.bizzabo.com/787005


Local Foods Training
Maine Sea to School Culinary Training

December 16, 2025
10:00am-1:00pm

Child Nutrition Culinary Classroom
90 Blossom Lane

Augusta

Join Maine DOE Child Nutrition, Maine Coast Fishermen's
Association, and Gulf of Maine Research Institute for a
hands-on culinary training! This training will highlight
Maine caught fish; expect to learn different ways to

prepare fish, safe handling, as well as methods to engage
students with local seafood. 

https://events.bizzabo.com/776286
https://events.bizzabo.com/776286


Local Foods Training
The Good Crust

January 21, 2026
10:00am-12:00pm

Child Nutrition Culinary Classroom
90 Blossom Lane

Augusta

Join Katie, our Farm & Sea to School Coordinator for a local foods training with The
Good Crust! This training will highlight some of The Good Crust’s BRAND-NEW

products, including a new handheld breakfast item, Sicilian style pizza crust, and
more! During this training, we will demonstrate different ways to prepare and

utilize these new products. This training is eligible for districts operating NSLP to
receive an extra $1000 in state Local Foods Fund reimbursements (which can be

used to purchase The Good Crust dough!) 

Please reach out to Katie with any questions at katie.knowles@maine.gov

https://events.bizzabo.com/792114
https://events.bizzabo.com/792114
mailto:katie.knowles@maine.gov


On behalf of MSNA and the DOE we are excited to announce our
second, biennial USDA & NOI food show and learning collaboration.

Register Here! 

Registration will close at the end of December, please don't wait!! 
Any questions, please reach out to Allison Leavitt,

aleavitt@lisbonschoolsme.org 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaineschoolnutrition.org%2Fevent-6445258&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cbbbb06211b394be33d6808de32847430%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639003741632082604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KHfoNLH05C74RquPXMoV4DRTlR48uHFHyXakHaYJysc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaineschoolnutrition.org%2Fevent-6445258&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cbbbb06211b394be33d6808de32847430%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639003741632082604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KHfoNLH05C74RquPXMoV4DRTlR48uHFHyXakHaYJysc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:aleavitt@lisbonschoolsme.org
mailto:aleavitt@lisbonschoolsme.org

