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In this week’s Thursday Update
Message about the Federal Government Shutdown 

USDA Foods
DoD/FFAVORS

October Survey Coming Soon!
Financial Open Office Hours

Team Nutrition
2025 Maine Farm to Institution Summit

SUN Bucks
Apple Crunch Day

Maine Farm & Sea to School Month
Webinars

ServSafe Exam - Deadline October 3rd
Local Foods Training

Fall Info Meeting
Maine Green Schools Symposium

Shout Outs!!
Child Nutrition Website - https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition

Child Nutrition List Serve Email - child.nutrition@maillist.informe.org 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition
mailto:child.nutrition@maillist.informe.org




USDA Foods
terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov 

PFG Deliveries 

Orders cannot be refused or
sent back to PFG once shipped. 

PFG Delivery Schedule

The School Year 2026 PFG delivery schedule
is now on the FDP webpage of our website. 
Scroll to the PFG dropdown to find the link.

October Monthly Order

The October Monthly Order runs from the  1st-15 . Step by step
directions on how to complete your order can be found on the the

USDA Foods page of our website. 

th

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/fd
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/fd


DoD/FFAVORS
terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov 

If you are participating in the DoD/FFAVORS
program, you MUST approve the receipt in

FFAVORS within 2 business days.

if you have not done this, you will see this message when
you log into FFAVORS



October Survey
Coming Soon!!!

There are changes to the October Survey so be sure to
attend the webinar on October 7, 2025 at 1:30pm to

ensure that reporting is done accurately. 

FYI - The October Survey is an additional edit check to
monthly claims, therefore, the accuracy of this report is

extremely important.

Once it is open, EVERY SPONSOR MUST complete the
October Survey. 

Use this link to register for the October Survey webinar.

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_60iyyGr7Tq2waeEBxW0l_A


Financial Open Office Hours 

with Jodi

Topic: Monthly Financial Reporting

October 16 , 1:30pm-2:30pm 
th

Topic: Time Study / Labor Hours

November 13 , 1:30pm-2:30pm
th

Topic: Breakfast Meal Cost Breakdown

January 15 , 1:30pm-2:30pm
th

Topic: TBA 

February 12 , 1:30pm-2:30pm
th

Topic: TBA

March 19 , 1:30-2:30pm
th

Topic: Annual Financial Report

May 19 , 1:30-2:30pm
th

Please email jodi.truman@maine.gov for the link to attend.

mailto:jodi.truman@maine.gov


Team NutritionTeam Nutrition

Sponsoring organizations that participate in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Child Nutrition

Programs can request free print copies of Team
Nutrition materials, while supplies last. 

Visit the online order form for resources.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fpueblo.gpo.gov%252FTN%252FTNPubs.php%2F1%2F0101019986986e1f-0956a09f-f075-4b71-8766-41d596ef9143-000000%2FEMBYeP5VUrojQ6R4O6lHue68zvmbUbngxrIzM30GJ3M%3D424&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C541629a2c62a409068d808ddfd18dcd8%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638945005408892292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S2xCb%2BDxWXi27fpR67Z8Y%2B59sK8hxWvxlqJwrljvwsg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fpueblo.gpo.gov%252FTN%252FTNPubs.php%2F1%2F0101019986986e1f-0956a09f-f075-4b71-8766-41d596ef9143-000000%2FEMBYeP5VUrojQ6R4O6lHue68zvmbUbngxrIzM30GJ3M%3D424&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C541629a2c62a409068d808ddfd18dcd8%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638945005408892292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S2xCb%2BDxWXi27fpR67Z8Y%2B59sK8hxWvxlqJwrljvwsg%3D&reserved=0


2025 Maine Farm to Institution Summit
Registration Now Open!!

This year’s event, hosted by the Maine Farm & Sea to Institution
Network and the Maine Farm to School Network, builds on the legacy
of the Maine Farm to School Conference and expands its scope to
engage other institutional settings from K–12 schools, Early
Childhood Education centers, colleges, hospitals, correctional
facilities, and more.  

Join institutional food leaders, producers, distributors, and advocates
from across Maine to:

Share resources and best practices in local and regional
procurement
Explore models for institutional kitchens, cafeterias, and meal
programs
Connect food service, educators, and policy makers for collective
impact
Discuss policy shaping farm to institution efforts in Maine

Save the date: October 14, 2025 · Location: Colby College, Waterville, ME
Register now: https://www.mainefarmtoinstitution.org/mef2isummit25

Sign up for MEFTI’s newsletter to stay up to date with event and program details 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmainefarmtoinstitution.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Ca1e33a3e6efd40295c2908ddf55302c5%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638936459062666253%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5rDrRcqi%2F7w%2BD8eUHx5emz9SOpVTgvoH8a9vtghDLWc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mainefarmtoinstitution.org/mef2isummit25
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fsl%2FO9nJWXC%2Fmeftinewslettersignup&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Ca1e33a3e6efd40295c2908ddf55302c5%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638936459062685898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xrsdi4yJ0vpbHNh5KndmMescqceh7PfsCx0C7Hzv2nU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flp.constantcontactpages.com%2Fsl%2FO9nJWXC%2Fmeftinewslettersignup&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Ca1e33a3e6efd40295c2908ddf55302c5%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638936459062685898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xrsdi4yJ0vpbHNh5KndmMescqceh7PfsCx0C7Hzv2nU%3D&reserved=0


Please Share



R
eg

ister Today
Apple Crunch Day

O c t o b e r  1 5 t h ,  2 0 2 5

Maine 

Get Ready to CRUNCH!
 Celebrate Maine farmers, healthy kids, and strong

communities by joining the 1st Annual Maine Apple Crunch
this October! At noon on Wednesday, October 15th, schools

and communities across the state will bite into crisp, local
apples together in a statewide CRUNCH. This fun, educational
event highlights the importance of fresh, local food in school

cafeterias and teaches students where their food comes from.
Participating is easy: buy, serve, and CRUNCH into a Maine-

grown apple!

Click HERE to Register
Click HERE to view our Apple Crunch Toolkit!

Email Katie Knowles with any questions Katie.Knowles@maine.gov

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=q6g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-GTt1WTmkiAtFJrjd-OwH5KmJUOVJEMTBEMk5XMlpNTEkzUjNOMEdRSkxGRC4u
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsxQoeVy8/N9v40gfQtY2us6lnIRPYeQ/view?utm_content=DAGsxQoeVy8&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h0faad5bcf1




Child Nutrition Training

The links to register are in the training titles.
(unless otherwise noted)

We are unable to hold virtual and in person
training simultaneously.

All of our webinars are recorded and put on our
website within a week of the training.

If there is a registration fee - Per Maine DOE
policy, payment is due by credit card at the time

of registration.

Please be sure to register to ensure that we have
enough space for everyone. 

Please mark your calendars once 
you have registered.

AI of any kind will be removed
 from the virtual training.



Come learn ways to incorporate USDA foods in your
menus and planning ahead for next year. We will also

discuss important reminders and timelines to set
schools up for success. 

October 27, 2025
1:30pm

WebinarsWebinars

Civil Rights Training

The Civil Rights training can be found on the Civil Rights
page of our website. Scroll past the Non-discrimination

statements to the Civil Rights Training dropdown. 

USDA Foods in Your Menus and Planning for Next Year

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/nondiscrimination
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g4hxANDKTSCCTqKunUiCnA


ServSafe Exam

Arrive early, testing begins promptly at 2:00. Bring photo ID (you will not be
able to take the exam if you do not have your ID), pens or pencils, erasers.

Once test has begun no late arrivals will be allowed to take the exam.

2:00pm
October 20, 2025

Child Nutrition Office
Deering Building

Room 101
Augusta

Per Maine DOE policy, payment is due by
credit card at the time of registration.

Registration Deadline - October 3, 2025

https://events.bizzabo.com/757345


Local Foods Training
Taste Tests with Local Foods

October 21, 2025
10:00am-1:00pm

Child Nutrition Culinary Classroom
90 Blossom Lane

Augusta

Join us for our first in-person local foods training of the school year!

This training will highlight keys to leading a successful taste test using local foods! We
will highlight recipes using HOM ingredients and put on our own taste test! 

Districts that attend a monthly local foods training will be eligible for an additional
$1,000 in reimbursement for the Local Foods Fund!

https://events.bizzabo.com/767140
https://events.bizzabo.com/767140


Fall Info Meeting
October 23, 2025
9:00am - 3:00pm

Registration begins at 8:30am

University of Maine, Orono - Wells Conference Center

Hear the latest DOE Updates to keep us aligned with
state and federal priorities
Learn more about what we have going on in Child
Nutrition
Regional Local Foods Project
Bulk Milk Service
Buy American Tracking
CACFP At Risk
Financial Basics
And Off-site Meals Guidance

Registration deadline - October 15, 2025
Use this link to register

Per Maine DOE policy, payment is due by
credit card at the time of registration.

https://events.bizzabo.com/757780


Maine Green Schools Symposium
November 7, 2025
8:30am - 3:00pm
Thomas College

The Maine Department of Education (DOE) is thrilled to announce Maine's first-
ever Green Schools Symposium—a groundbreaking event celebrating climate
education and sustainability leadership across Maine’s schools. 

This unique, statewide gathering will bring together school leaders, educators, and
community stakeholders for a full day of networking, resource sharing, and cross-
sector collaboration. Please register here and attend to hear inspiring stories of
school-led sustainability efforts and explore practical tools for improving energy
efficiency, cutting facilities costs, and creating healthier learning environments. 

The Symposium will offer four workshop tracks: Leadership, Facilities,
Curriculum, Career Pathways

Limited funds are available to subsidize the cost of substitute teachers and
transportation for schools to reduce financial barriers to attending the
symposium. Please reach out to Lucy Van Hook at Lucy.van-hook@maine.gov if
financial assistance is needed to attend the symposium. Contact Hours of
Maine educators are also available. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.bizzabo.com%2Fgreenschools&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C71711e654b32465121fb08ddf16f488c%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638932182446225605%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KvDBDU08PB5kxUkguoRFjK%2BBuVs8OiAd%2FoVot%2Fnoq5w%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Lucy.van-hook@maine.gov
mailto:Lucy.van-hook@maine.gov


Shout Outs!!Shout Outs!!

From Katie Hoffman
Maine Dairy & Nutrition Council

World School Milk Day 

World School Milk Day Celebration at Spruce Mountain Primary
School in Livermore on September 24th. Our tremendous

thanks to Laura Merrill and her staff who served a delicious
lunch with plenty of ice-cold milk and even had a strawberry

milk taste test for the students to try a new milk flavor!




