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Verification of Meal Benefit
Applications

October 1, 2026 is the beginning of the Verification
process for approved Meal Benefit Applications.

This process is only required for those collecting
applications in the current school year & only pertains
to applications processed by or on behalf of the school

food authority (SFA).  Schools do not have to verify
students on the Direct Certification List .

The Verification process must be completed by
November 20, 2026.

david.hartley@maine.gov

In CNPweb under the Forms tab are two sections to complete.
One tells you how many applications to verify, the next is the

process to report the results.

More information can be found here: on the Student
Eligibility/Applications page of our website under Verification

mailto:david.hartley@maine.gov
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/studenteligibility
https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/studenteligibility


We are pleased to announce that USDA has approved Maine’s
request for the Unanticipated School Closures with Remote
Learning Waiver. This waiver provides flexibility to support

continued access to meals for students in the event of
unexpected school closures paired with remote learning.  

 
To request use of this waiver, please complete the Microsoft

form. Please ensure that your request is submitted as soon as
possible when an unanticipated closure occurs so our team can

review and respond promptly. Thank you for your continued
dedication to ensuring that Maine students have access to

nutritious meals, no matter the circumstances 

SY 2027 Unanticipated School ClosureSY 2027 Unanticipated School Closure    SY 2027 Unanticipated School Closure  
adriane.ackroyd@maine.gov

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/ufbT8ixK7d
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/ufbT8ixK7d
mailto:adriane.ackroyd@maine.gov


October Survey Coming SoonOctober Survey Coming SoonOctober Survey Coming Soon
jodi.truman@maine.gov

Plan on attending the October Survey Webinar on October 26th at
1:30pm to ensure that reporting is done correctly. 

The October Survey is an additional edit check to monthly claims
and FFVP eligibility; therefore, the accuracy of this report is

extremely important. The report collects each school's student
eligibility status by grade based on meal benefit applications and the

Direct Certification and SUN Bucks list. 

CEP and Provision II NON-BASE YEAR, meal benefit applications
were not collected, therefore a calculation is used based on total

enrollment times your base year eligibility status. Detailed
instruction will be posted in the Help tab of CNPWeb. Please attend

the webinar for instructions and a walk through of the process.  

mailto:jodi.truman@maine.gov
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o6Eg2fGmSBaJu0Zv8SEZSA
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The Federal Equipment
Assistance Grant is Back!!

Applications are now available for the Equipment Assistance
Grant and can be found on our website. 

Application are due no later than October 30, 2026. 
Late/incomplete applications will not be accepted.  

Email applications to michele.bisbee@maine.gov

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/equipmentassist
mailto:michele.bisbee@maine.gov


Fresh Fruit and VegetableFresh Fruit and Vegetable
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Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Program (FFVP) Funds

stephanie.stambach@maine.gov

Schools can start using their FY 2027 FFVP allocations on October 1st!
To access the funding amounts, go to the FFVP Usage report in CNP
web. Be sure to check this report throughout the year to stay on track
with spending.  
How to Access Your FFVP Allocation Report: 
1.Log into CNP web  
2.Select Reports  
3.Choose Accounting Reports 
4.Select FFVP Usage  
5.Choose SY 2027 and your district  

mailto:stephanie.stambach@maine.gov
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Funding Opportunity
School-based Nutrition Projects

The application is now available to apply for funding for the Defining
Evidence for Programs to Ensure Nutrition for Development (DEPEND)
school-based demonstration projects! 
  
DEPEND is designed to generate credible, transferable evidence about
how schools can improve meal quality in ways that can be sustained
over time. DEPEND will fund projects that test strategies to provide
healthier meals that students choose and consume.  
  

Eligible applicants include public schools, public charter schools,
public school districts, and School Food Authorities. 
Applications are due October 13, 2026, and decisions are
anticipated October 23, 2026.  
To learn more and submit an application, visit DEPEND - Application 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fredcapedc.rti.org%2Fdepend%2Fsurveys%2F%3Fs%3DWF8CXA94M4PHWEK4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriane.ackroyd%40maine.gov%7C15eed7211d02402cf69b08df18ba4d3f%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639256860633298682%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PwpIM6GdMGn9KeDdH%2BcCc4BrFYD9jvGyoQFIjas%2BQlc%3D&reserved=0


USDA Foods
terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov

October Monthly Order

The USDA Monthly Order is open from the 1  to the 15  st th

If the 1  of the month is a Saturday or Sunday, the
monthly order will open on Monday at 8:00am

st

If it is not, the opening date is simply the 1st at 8:00am. 

If the 15  of the month is a Saturday or Sunday, the
monthly order will close on Friday at 4:00pm.

th

If it is not, the closing date is simply the 15  at 4:00pm. th

Step by step directions on how to complete your order can
be found on the USDA Foods page of our website.

mailto:terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov
https://www.maine.gov/doe/node/561


PFG Deliveries
The School Year 2027 PFG delivery schedule is on the FDP webpage of

our website. Scroll down to the PFG dropdown to find the link.

Orders cannot be refused or sent back to PFG once shipped.

Mozzarella Cheese Delivery Update
November Delivery: The Mozzarella Cheese delivery to PFG
was originally scheduled for November 15, 2026. This delivery
has been rescheduled to January 15, 2027.
December Delivery: The December Mozzarella Cheese
delivery remains on schedule and has not been changed.

DeliveriesDeliveriesDeliveries
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USDA SUN BucksUSDA SUN BucksUSDA SUN Bucks
Please Share!

A message from the Office for Family Independence (OFI)
about SUN Bucks

Last Call – Spend your SUN Bucks before they go away! 
SUN Bucks expire 122 days after they are issued.  
This year Maine issued over $10 million in SUN Bucks to 84,972 kids. 32% of
households whose kids have received SUN Bucks have not used the benefit. The
benefit will go away in October for most kids so now is the time to spend your SUN
Bucks if you have them.  

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Where are my kids’ SUN Bucks? 

If your household receives SNAP, or if your child received P-EBT or SUN Bucks in
the past, SUN Bucks was loaded onto the existing EBT card.  
If your child hasn’t participated in any of those programs, a new card in the child’s
name was mailed to the best-known address.  

I can’t find my card; how do I get a new one? 
Call 1-800-477-7428 or go to ebtedge.com to get a replacement card. Some people
may need to call OFI at 855-797-4357 if their card has been deactivated. 
 

How do I use my SUN Bucks?  
How to use your SUN Bucks Half Sheet (PDF) 
| Français | Español | Português | Lingala | Soomaali | Русский | 简体中文 | العربية
Tiếng Việt | Kiswahili | ខ្មែរ | Kinyarwanda 

Other questions about SUN Bucks?  
Go to https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ofi/programs-services/food-
supplement/sun_bucks or call OFI at 1-855-797-4357 Monday – Friday from 7am –
4pm. 

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20half%20sheet_print%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Arabic.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Arabic.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20French.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Spanish.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Portuguese.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Lingala.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Somali.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Russian.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print-%20Simplified%20Chinese.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Vietnamese.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Vietnamese.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Swahili.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Khmer.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/sites/maine.gov.dhhs/files/inline-files/How%20to%20use%20your%20SUN%20Bucks%20Half%20Sheet_Print%20-%20Kinyarwanda.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ofi/programs-services/food-supplement/sun_bucks
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ofi/programs-services/food-supplement/sun_bucks


Join the 2nd Annual Maine Apple Crunch on Wednesday, October 14,
2026, to celebrate Maine farmers, healthy kids, and strong communities!

Participating is simple: purchase, serve, and CRUNCH into locally grown
Maine apples.

Register your Crunch today to:

Add your participants to the statewide Crunch count
Request FREE Apple Crunch Day posters & stickers for your event!
Get information about purchasing and serving local apples
Receive updates, activities, and resources leading up to the event

The official Maine Apple Crunch will take place at noon on Wednesday,
October 14, but you are welcome to hold your Crunch at any time
throughout October. No event is too small to register!

Register your Crunch: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/ENBJY3Hj2Y

Questions? Contact Katie Knowles, Farm & Sea to School Coordinator, at
katie.knowles@maine.gov.

Maine AppleMaine Apple
Crunch Day!Crunch Day!
Maine Apple
Crunch Day!

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fg%2FENBJY3Hj2Y&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cd34296b2358645e8da8808def2eae406%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639215287853148384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=efzem1sgNC21q9l6PoBFhEnvGOyP1x8bf%2B%2FIHfxAS0I%3D&reserved=0
mailto:katie.knowles@maine.gov


Child Nutrition Training
The links to register are in the training titles -

unless otherwise noted.

Pay attention to registration deadline dates.
Deadlines must be adhered to. 

We are unable to hold virtual and in person training
simultaneously.

All of our webinars are recorded and put on our website
within a week of the training.

Be sure to register to ensure that we have enough space
for everyone. 

If there is a registration fee - Per Maine DOE policy,
payment is due by credit card at the time of registration.

Mark your calendars once you have registered.

If State offices are closed, webinars/trainings will be
rescheduled. Anyone who has already registered will be
notified of the new date and time. 

AI of any kind will be removed from the virtual training



WebinarsWebinarsWebinars
paula.nadeau@maine.gov

October Survey
October 26, 2026

1:30pm

The October Survey is an additional edit check to monthly claims and FFVP
eligibility; therefore, the accuracy of this report is extremely important. The

report collects each school's student eligibility status by grade based on
meal benefit applications and the Direct Certification and SUN Bucks list. 

CEP and Provision II NON-BASE YEAR, meal benefit applications were not
collected, therefore a calculation is used based on total enrollment times

your base year eligibility status. Detailed instruction will be posted in
the Help tab of CNPWeb.

This webinar will provide instructions and a walk through of the process. 

mailto:paula.nadeau@maine.gov
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o6Eg2fGmSBaJu0Zv8SEZSA


Other AvailableOther Available
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Other Available
Trainings 



Join the Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association and the Gulf of Maine
Research Institute on Friday, October 9th, from 12 pm to 3 pm at the
Yarmouth High School (286 W Elm St, Yarmouth, ME) for a hands-on
Foundational Fish Skills Training. Participants will build basic skills around
working with raw fish fillets in the kitchen, learn about the wide diversity of
local seafood available to K-12 schools, and strengthen sea-to-school
knowledge and expertise. Participants will walk away with resources and
tools to implement sea-to-school programs at their schools. This training
provides 2.5 CEU hours, and participants will receive a $150 stipend. Space
is limited, so please register here to save your spot. RSVP today!

Date: Friday, October 9
Time: 12 pm - 3 pm
Location: Yarmouth High School, 286 W Elm St., Yarmouth, ME
Who should attend: School nutrition professionals interested in learning
how to incorporate local seafood into school meals.

RSVP today!

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F286%2BW%2BElm%2BSt%2C%2BYarmouth%2C%2BME%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf24bac36f0f14221b67808df18018dd7%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639256067082554067%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zoOkKxr8QND36lqYZ0zkyc4OuumTo%2Fh0l0XW7S2q%2BQU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSe_84qmWL_IJcD_jCJgyYncfL4uue5Pk1cVml3SnCSWaDOHJA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D113503812970290438027&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf24bac36f0f14221b67808df18018dd7%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639256067082573989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g3uNBFGtTedhu3p1DC%2FXycrJOQ829h7upkZNjBGhou4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSe_84qmWL_IJcD_jCJgyYncfL4uue5Pk1cVml3SnCSWaDOHJA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D113503812970290438027&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf24bac36f0f14221b67808df18018dd7%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639256067082573989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g3uNBFGtTedhu3p1DC%2FXycrJOQ829h7upkZNjBGhou4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F286%2BW%2BElm%2BSt.%2C%2BYarmouth%2C%2BME%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf24bac36f0f14221b67808df18018dd7%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639256067082593594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lqJDomDpLGs%2BhGHy1kKfaUeLiqw9WRbw8HdGGBS11EE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSe_84qmWL_IJcD_jCJgyYncfL4uue5Pk1cVml3SnCSWaDOHJA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D113503812970290438027&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7Cf24bac36f0f14221b67808df18018dd7%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C639256067082612708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MPIbG7CyTVcQuk%2FZsYlstBi%2BmqWlqrg%2BpmJVI7HDnIQ%3D&reserved=0
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