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USDA Foods
Preparing for the Annual Survey

To see a list of what will be offered on the Annual Survey, visit the 
Food Distribution page of our website. Scroll until you see the link

to “USDA Foods Price Per Case”

terri.fitzgerald@maine.gov

The “Price Per Case” for SY 2025 has been updated as of December 12, 2024.
This could affect your PAL entitlements, by giving your district a negative balance.
Go into CNPweb under the “Entitlement” tab on the Sponsor Summary page and
Check your PAL entitlement balance. If your district has a negative balance, then
you should not be purchasing extra items. If you have a negative balance and
continue to purchase extras, you will continue to increase your negative balance.
Check your PAL amount. The very last monthly order happens in April, at that
point, items will become bonus/free and can be purchased.  

When you are audited, the auditors will likely address why your PAL entitlements
has become negative, this is the reason why. CNPWeb does not have an
overspent turn off. So please keep an eye on the PAL entitlement for your
districts.

https://www.maine.gov/doe/schools/nutrition/programs/fd


FFAVORS
The following changes have been made to FFAVORS

Starting on January 5, 2025. Customers are now required to receipt
within 2 business days of Requested Delivery Date (previously 5

business days) before a receipt is considered past due. As before, if
past due receipts exist, ordering will be locked until past due receipts
are processed. Receipts will continue to remain on the Edit Receipts

screen for 7 days after Requested Delivery Date.

Review CNPweb Users

As people come and go from your organization, please make sure
those with access to CNPweb are current. 

Log into CNPweb and look under the “Users” tab on your
Sponsor Summary page.

If there are users listed that no longer should have access to
your organization in CNPweb, please contact Paula for a User
Access Form, paula.nadeau@maine.gov



Farm & Sea to School Opportunity
from our Partners

Applications are open for the 4th Annual Maine Farm and Sea to School Institute!
The institute is organized by the Maine Farm and Sea to Institution Network. 

What is The Maine Farm & Sea to School Institute? 

The Institute supports Maine schools to increase healthy food access, create a
culture of equity & wellness, and strengthen their local food systems.

The Institute brings school teams together to build relationships, skills, and a
collaborative action plan for Farm & Sea to School (FSTS) programming. Team

members leave ready to support one another and implement an FSTS action plan
across their school or district—building shared leadership for the long haul. With

the support of a Coach, teams spend the Institute year connecting Classroom,
Cafeteria, and Community.

An informational webinar is being held on Thursday, January 9th from 3-4pm.
Register here to learn more about this exciting opportunity! For any questions,
contact Institute Organizer Alida Peterson: a.peterson@hccame.org or visit the

website for more information. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2F1VlmOAlDFCH3oX9b7K0ElKpkqY85HHL3pNBI3J5depjU%2Fviewform%3Fedit_requested%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652261577%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YqIthZ%2B8MVSTTOw21KQdxxB3rTvKeEoJkchVO0isoXA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:a.peterson@hccame.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainefarmtoschool.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652280860%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BJidbHiI7Qi9TfV1I6Lt8YVAdIA%2Bwlk53HKig7T%2Fehs%3D&reserved=0


USDA FNS is Seeking YOUR Feedback!
The USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is interested in collecting voluntary feedback on
the resources available to learn more about USDA Foods in Schools products, including
USDA Foods in Schools Product Information Sheets and the USDA Foods Database. We seek
to better understand how these resources are currently utilized and identify potential
opportunities for improvement. The intended audience for this survey is state agencies and
school food authorities (SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program, including
school districts, individual schools, and contracted foodservice management companies
(FSMCs). 
 

Information from this survey will be used internally for general service improvement, to help
determine the future of these two resources, and ensure USDA Foods product information is
being presented in a way that is most useful to recipients. 
 

Please identify someone from your SFA to complete the survey to provide feedback to FNS.
If multiple individuals make use of these resources, more than one response can be
submitted on behalf of each SFA. If your SFA contracts with a FSMC to manage the food
service operation and use of USDA Foods, please forward to your FSMC to complete. We are
requesting feedback through the survey by April 18, 2025. 
 

The survey can be accessed through the following link: Product Information Sheet and USDA
Foods Database Survey.
 

If you have any questions, please contact USDAFoods@usda.gov. Thanks in advance for your
assistance! 

This information is being collected to assist the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) in obtaining feedback related to the
resources available to learn more about USDA Foods in Schools products. This is a voluntary collection and FNS will use the
information for general service improvement and resource development purposes. The collection does not request
personally identifiable information under the Privacy Act of 1974. Responses will be kept private to the extent provided by
law. According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control
number for this information collection is 0584-0611. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated
to average 20 minutes (0.33 hours) per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send
comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden to: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service, Office of Policy Support, 1320
Braddock Place, 5th Floor, Alexandria, VA 22314. ATTN: PRA (0584-0611). Do not return the completed form to this
address.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fusda-fis%2Fusda-foods-product-information-sheets&data=05%7C02%7CJane.McLucas%40maine.gov%7C8f4fc62946674c46c53a08dd210895da%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638703042968248707%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XsZHrSlZIWPd4lvQuv6QGGhiU3la25RU3Gp7UyJTOCM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fusda-fis%2Fusda-foods-database&data=05%7C02%7CJane.McLucas%40maine.gov%7C8f4fc62946674c46c53a08dd210895da%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638703042968261502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bfoF87M0U%2FE4JLWbCMwRZ%2BDGww7YC5jik76nc7JGaqY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FFyC79wd2PS&data=05%7C02%7CJane.McLucas%40maine.gov%7C8f4fc62946674c46c53a08dd210895da%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638703042968274106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dmz208pkpJSCIjJS22juPS2nzQaSDK3LT2cFBMT1j2A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fg%2FFyC79wd2PS&data=05%7C02%7CJane.McLucas%40maine.gov%7C8f4fc62946674c46c53a08dd210895da%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638703042968274106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dmz208pkpJSCIjJS22juPS2nzQaSDK3LT2cFBMT1j2A%3D&reserved=0
mailto:USDAFoods@usda.gov


Request of Information
Grain-Based Desserts & High Protein

Yogurt Crediting in 
Child Nutrition Programs

In Request for Information: Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt
Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) requests comments from the public. The
request for information was issued on December 26, 2024, to obtain input to help
inform future policymaking, guidance, and technical assistance related to grain-
based desserts and high-protein yogurt crediting in Child Nutrition Programs
(CNP). 

The public is invited to submit comments to www.regulations.gov through March
26, 2025.

On February 7, 2023, FNS issued a proposed rule to update Child Nutrition
Program (CNP) meal pattern requirements. The rule included a proposal to limit
grain-based desserts in the School Breakfast Program to no more than two ounce
equivalents per week, consistent with the National School Lunch Program.
However, based on public feedback, FNS did not finalize that proposed limit in
the final rule, which published on April 25, 2024. Partners raised concerns that
the proposal would limit options at school breakfast and recommended that FNS
re-evaluate use of grain-based desserts at school breakfast. In the final rule, USDA
committed to exploring methods for improving and simplifying grain-based
dessert requirements by soliciting further partner input.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652294885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DooEPhZjr4f8XKzpRNKftPDNmXqNyBJsTBxBdLgan80%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652294885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DooEPhZjr4f8XKzpRNKftPDNmXqNyBJsTBxBdLgan80%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.regulations.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652308467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lCUFri6kx%2BIbXllxW7dk04L4Y8m0CqFGyFdh9ZkW6P4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2023%2F02%2F07%2F2023-02102%2Fchild-nutrition-programs-revisions-to-meal-patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-dietary-guidelines-for&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652321867%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=be0o1TChsJaM7HD9vgQs1xAQHmnUhsgfusp82XJ1RZo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.govinfo.gov%2Fcontent%2Fpkg%2FFR-2024-04-25%2Fpdf%2F2024-08098.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652335288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ttxfOCzw9MwWpUDadTWWqwS%2Fk7OGi%2FLShxaHED62xkk%3D&reserved=0


Yogurt is a popular menu item in CNPs. It may be offered in a variety of forms:
plain or flavored, unsweetened or sweetened, strained or non-strained, and/or
high-protein or regular; as a standalone option or in different menu items, such
as yogurt parfaits or smoothies. The variety of yogurt available at retail and in the
K-12 market, including high-protein yogurt (e.g., Greek and Greek-style yogurt),
has grown and evolved significantly. Therefore, in 2017, FNS requested public
input on whether high-protein yogurt (including Greek and Greek-style yogurt)
should credit differently than regular yogurt. Those comments were mixed and,
as a result, FNS maintained consistent crediting for all yogurt in the CNPs. FNS is
now seeking additional public input to determine if any new information
warrants a change to yogurt crediting in the CNPs.

Additional Resources:

More information about the request for information can be found on the FNS
website: https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-122624
Comments can be submitted through the Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
Request for Information: Grain-Based Desserts and High-Protein Yogurt
Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs and follow the online instructions for
submitting comments.

For more information on submitting comments, please see Tips for Submitting
Effective Comments here: Tips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf​. (Please
note this is a Federal Register resource and not an FNS resource.)

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fns.usda.gov%2Fcn%2Ffr-122624&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652351038%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CENSghLcFFGliJZxMwkxys0ZR843tdVOyZeF4jZOWeE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652364590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBwv1PWRlWfhuFSaB8UMxRsH6NF0VtwQIynyX8Kmc0g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fpublic-inspection%2F2024-30710%2Frequest-for-information-grain-based-desserts-and-high-protein-yogurt-crediting-in-child-nutrition&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652364590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SBwv1PWRlWfhuFSaB8UMxRsH6NF0VtwQIynyX8Kmc0g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fprod-regulations-faq%2Fpdf%2FTips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPaula.Nadeau%40maine.gov%7C6d1bd880931c40cf8f7208dd2ffcf3b4%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C638719485652378338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CExGpaJVMHYBudRaWep3B2412wlyyOQBi0oIP8iQ3ps%3D&reserved=0


COMING SOON
Registration for the 

2025 Farm to School Cook-off

Stay Tuned!



Child Nutrition Training

The links to register are in the training titles.

We are unable to hold virtual and in person
training simultaneously.

All of our webinars are recorded and put on our
website within a week of the training.

Please mark your calendars once 
you have registered.



Webinars
Completing Your

SY2026 Annual Order
January 14, 2025

1:30pm
Terri will go over the steps

you need to take in order to
complete your Annual Order

for SY2026

Financial Webinar:
Child Nutrition Budget

January 16, 2025
1:30pm

Child Nutrition
Updates & Reminders

January 27, 2025
1:30pm

We will review key updates
and reminders and talk

about the importance of
inventory. There will be

time at the end for Q and A.

ServSafe Test Only
January 28, 2025

2:00pm
Child Nutrition Office, Room 101

Charge for exam is $51

Registration deadline is January 10, 2025

This webinar intended for new
managers and directors and will
review basic tools for developing

a Child Nutrition Budget. 

https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_f8XIqGE-QPSowumVTW7VKg
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JYXqWOBATAW1GVvIH0ig5g
https://networkmaine.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OT3M73uIToyJciJvsWLPRQ
https://events.bizzabo.com/688315


ServSafe-Managers
Class and Exam

Bucksport High School Library
102 Broadway

Bucksport

Tuesday, February 18, 2025 - 9:00am
Wednesday, February 19, 2025 - 8:00am-approx. noon for the test

The class is for school food service and CACFP only
Books are ordered and mail once registration has ended

Please note start times for each day
Bring photo id, pen or pencils with erasers

You must provide an email address as certificates are sent via email.
Please note testing start time on the second day

Lunch is NOT provided. Please bring a lunch.
 
 

Charge for the class is $102
Payable by credit card, at the time of registration.

Registration deadline -  January 24, 2025

https://events.bizzabo.com/678524

